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The Blackbutt Plateau near Mullumbimby, the ‘scene of a
Forestry Commission dispute five years ago, seems likely to
emerge into controversy following statements by the Minister -
for Natural Resources, Mr Causley. Mr Causley has written to
the Wilsons Creek Action Group (WAG) rejecting their Nature
Reserve Proposal for the Plateau and has advised of Forestry
Commission plans to rebuild Neversae Rd.

WAG has vigorously campaigned to have the Blackbutt Plateau

(which is within'the Byron Shire water catchment) declared as
a Nature Reserve under the control of the National Parks-and
Wildlife Service.

The Plateau contains sections of .subtropical rainforest, a 40
hectare rock covered with a very rare form of Snow Lichen: and

significant stands of unlogged Blackbutt (some trees:

over 800 years old).

In 1984 the Forestry Commission illegally roaded a cliff
face to gain access to the previously inaccessible Plateau.
Within weeks the high rainfall of the Wilsons Creek catchment
washed the Commissions Neversae Road and thousands of tons of
rhyolite rock into Wilsons Creek.

This $200,000 worth of wvandalism - subsequently called a
roading operation - was found by the Ombudsman to be illegal.

Now the Forestry Commission is preparing to reroad the cliff
face, spend more money to obtain less in royalties than the
total cost of road works.

Besides polluting the Byron Shire water supply the Forestry
Commission is destroying the forest and its inhabitants and
leaving the local residents with the hazards of dodging
logging trucks on the narrow and winding Wilsons Creek
Road.

The Shire Engineer has complained that the Wilsons Creek Road‘

is unsuitable for logging trucks,-and the Byron Shire Council
has called for a Nature Reserve to protect the ratepayers
water supply and the scientific values of the area,

The significance of the Blackbutt Plateau is also born out by

its nomination for inclusion on the Commonwealth National
Estate Register.



WAG has actively campaigned to have the Blackbutt Platéau -

permanently protected and has gone to a great deal of time
and expense to prepare a Nature Reserve - Proposal.
Professionally written, it is acknowledged by experts as a

thoroughly worthwhile proposal (so much so that the Forestry

Commission .itself intends to use the data).

WAG delegates went to Sydney to present the Proﬁbsal‘td‘the

new National Party Ministers for Natural Resources (MﬁQ .

Causley) and for the Environment (Mr Moore). :‘#; N

Their lndlfference was of concern but Mr Causley and hlsiugf

National Party leader Mr Wal Murray have since shown their
disdain for the environment and are perfecting the art of
environmental vandalism. No matter what the cost to the
community or planet they are’ w1nd1ng back env1ronmental
protection,

Their deeds are becoming more notorious by the day and the
Blackbutt Plateau decisicon exemplifies the low prlorlty they
place on natural resource management.
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WAG is adamant it will continue its campaign to save the

Blackbutt Plateau from further roading and logging and

promises to highlight the environmental plunder of the
present State government. . . . .

WAG DEMANDS THAT THE BLACKBUTT PLATEAU BE GAZETTED A . .
NATURE RESERVE AND THAT NEVERSAE ROAD BE CLOSED AND .
REHABILITATED. ‘ o

The Forestry Commissions position is clear and uncompromising
and the residents will apply absolute pressure .and stand

solid to save the Blackbutt Plateau. \
WAG appeals to all citizens to make their concerns known by
writing to:

The Premier, Mr Greiner,
¢c/- Parliament House,
Sydney.2000-

Mr. I C Causley, MP,
Minister for Natural Resources,
23-33 Bridge St, Sydney 2000,

Mr. T Moore, MP,

Minister for the Environment,

Level 7, Legal and General Building,
B/18 Spencer S5t, Sydney 2000.

The local member Mr Don Page,

PO Box 100, BS
Bangalow, 2479.

.........................

Wilsons Creek Action Group, PO Box 325, Mullumbimby 2482. Ph 066-840152
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STANDARD SAWMILLS is owned by the giant ADELAIDE STEAM-
SHIP COMPANY, who monopolize the local timber industry, squeezing
out the small independent mill operators. Their concern for either the
forest, residents or the small miller is not apparent.

They are the only mill with the technology to efficiantly, laminate small
logs into large beams (stable beam) yet they unmercifully plunder this last
area of primieval wilderness.

Tha proposed quota of 12,600 cubic metres gross is now estimated to nat
8,000 cubic metres of logs. This is a doubtful figure as these old forest
giants are replete with hollows (wildlife habitats).

The Forestry Commission continually assert that the moist Black Butt
forest is 300 years old, over mature, and will soon fall down, Independent
Botanists estimate that the forest is already 600 to 800 years o!d and still
growing.

If the cost of roading is in excess of $30,000 and the royalties are up to
$200,000 the cost { benefit seems unjustifiable.

The 200 cubic metres of rainforest timber would provide only three days

employment at Standards. ‘
It ane timber home uses 20 cubic metres the total operation will build 100
homes. Most of this timber is designated for the Brisbans market.

AIMS

We are not willing to stand by and see this unique forest severely damaged just to provide logs to anjrresponsible and
wasteful industry. We therefore demand that an Environmental Impact Study be commissionad and the area declared a
NATURE RESERVE.
If ever the Forestry Commission intends to assess the ecological effects of the intensive forastry practices used in moist
hardwood stands on the North Coast, what will it use as a standard of control against which to judge the effects of its
Black Butt plantations. .

Upon receiving results of a small independant fauna study of only six hours observation, our concern for the habitat re-
quirements and welfare of the birdlife has greatly increased. Already contact has been made with two endangered °
species and forty other species of the Avian community have been positively recorded. . . :
An investigation into the monopolization of the timber industry in this area should be carried out in conjunction with ad-
dressing the plight of the small sawmill operator. Qutrageous workers compensation payments have contributed to the
demise of our local mills and needs redress. .

We sympathize with timber workers who have such an ineffective union, hazardous working conditions, low wages, high
turnover of jobs and no guarantee of permanent employment. The government should address these problems. -
However, we cannot be responsible for past planning mistakes and by increased mechanization of the timber industry.

The Forestry Commission don’t like to call things like a 45° slope carved into a sheer cliff face a road, As a “road” implies
that certain standards have been met. Asitis very hard for road builders to achieve any degree of excellence when deal-
ing with a sheer cliff the Department uses the tag “NEVASAE ROAD”. Hence the road into the “Black Butt Plateau” is
officially, at present, "Nevasae Road’. : ‘
We'd like to point out to the Commission and Sawmill conglomerates some other good uses for this tag, for instance:-
Newasae rainforest when you can say mixed brushwood

Newvasae snow lichen when you can say fungal growth.

Newvasae concerned residents when you can say protestors.

Newvasae clearfell devastation when you can say selective logging, harvesting, management of resources etc. etc.

YOU CAN HELP US SAVE BLACK BUTT PLATEAU BY:-

*Writing letters to relevant-Ministers, newspapers, etc.

*Lending us 3 typewritet/typist.

*Qffering skills or information or fighting funds.

*Band's or promational help.

*Keep us informed of anything you hear about this issue.

*Even if you can just help keep us on our feet with cups of tea and moral support. )
*Donations of Food, Fruit, and anything sateable for Sat 16th, Ideas, Able bodies, Motor Bikes, 4 W.D.Vehicles, Horses,
light trucks or utes are urgently needed : ‘

* * ¥ ¥

~THE BIG SCRUB FESTIVAL" The Repentance Creek Hall on Sunday 17th June from 1 p.m. will be jammed with

displays from the early days by National Parks & Wildlife Service, Forestry Comm., Rich. Riv. Historical Soc., Aborig.

glsplays. Veiw the Breathtaking Beauty of the Black Butt Plateau from the Helicopter which will be available most of the
ay

CHEAP_HELICOPTER RIDES $15 per SEAT:- Will be a feature of the Picnic Day at Wilsons Creek this Sat June 16th.
There will be Crafts, Stalls etc, Children & Adults entertainment, Music as well as Scenic Joy flights over the beautiful
“BLACK BUTT PLATEAU"” The picnic site is down by the creek, where campfires will be availabie .

Wilsons Creek Action Group (W.A.G.)
P.O. Box 325, MULLUMBIMBY, 2482
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'NEVASAE NEWSLETTER

This is a quick letter to inform the residents of Byron Shire that the last significant unlogged forest in the shire is about
to be devastated. .

Some three weeks ago local residents were notified of the impending logging operations by the sound of blasting and
falling rocks. Enquiries revealed that an extensive, heavy, near clear fell operation was planned for the previously untogg-
ed inaccessible forest which we now call “BLACKBUTT PLATEALU.” The fact that this operation means three return
trips by logging trucks each day for up to two years raised immediate concern amongst many residents. The inherent
dahgers of the winding narrow Wilsons Creek Road (one of the worst in the shire) are only too waell known.

An action group of local residents met and callad a meeting at the local hall. Millers, residents and a Forestry Commis-
sion spokasperson overflowed the local hall and discussed the impending operation.

A “fact finding”’ bushwalk with resident, industry and forestry representatives visited “Black Butt Plateau™ last Sunday.
it was then some of us realized the precious nature of the forest stand to destroyed.

Standing on the roof-of the Shire, from a 40 hectare rock cap, you take in the vista: of -a-horizon which encompasses
Tweed, Byron and Ballina coastline. Gazing down upon the stand of giant Black Butt the joyfull sound of Lyrebird calls is
ringing all around. You are surrounded by mountain ranges ALL OF THEM HEAVILY LOGGED except for the ane on
which you stand, which is still intact because of its inaccessability. Alarm and outrages fills yoy that this last intact stand
of forelzst veterans and its wealth of wildlife (a nursery in fact to repopulate the surrounding scarred ridges) is to be wiped
ocutl!!

It became apparent there were two distinct issues - ROAD AND FOREST.
FOREST FACTS. .

*  Black Butt Plateau is unique in that it is the largest unlogged stand of moist Black Butt from Coffs Harbour to the-
Qld. border,

* The Black Butt logging operation is, according to Forestry Commission policy, a heavy(Close to clearfelll operation
designed only to maximise economic return. The Forestry Commission maintains that Black Butt requires.a- massive
amount of disturbance and consequent burning of logging residue to allow for ‘adequate’ regeneration.

* Age - 600 to 800 years
* There is less virgin Moist Black Butt stands in N.S.W. than Rainforest.

* We found the operation included the roading of somae particularly steep slopes and subsequent heavy damage to
the vegstation adjacent to the Rhyolite cliffs is already highly visible.

. The Piateau forming part of the Byron Shire catchment area which provides fresh water to Mullumbimby township
and surrounding residents. '

. Logging the extremely shaltow soil, combined with high rainfall in this steep water catchment will have a
devastating effect on the environment.

* The effects of the removal of large number’s of veteran trees and the consequent destruction of their habitat will
lead to a percentage loss of wildlife overall and will effect the ability of these species to maintain a viable community
after logging. .

* The Forestry Commission have denied us access to their Environmental Review. They have admitted there is no’
species lists of flora or fauna available for the area in question. Littie detail to drainage, soils, fire and erosion have been
forthcoming and this suggests to us the information is not even available and that if it exists at all it is embarrassingly
imcomplaete and inadequate.

ROAD and SOCIAL FACTS ' .

* Once again it seems that the might of blg business outweighs the
rights of the people.

. A logging truck is up to 2.5 metres wide our road is mostly 3 metres
wide

* Both the logging trucks and the residents have to traverse up to
twalve wet creek crossings, and the subsequent loss of brakes com-
pounds the perill

* To our amazement our independant road and traffic survey showed
260 v=hicles used our road each day.

* Since the last logging operation the population explosion in the
valley is indicated by the 100% increass in telephone connactions in the
past two years. From Council records there are over 400 ratepayers in this
wrea, this indicates a population in excess of 1,000 residents.

* For many years the local Progress Association has unsuccessfully lobbied to improve our hazardous road. There
have been numerous accidents and recently a precedence was set when legal action was taken against Byron Shire
Council over the inadequacy of their roads.

. There have been studies which indicate that logging trucks severely damage roads proportionally far more than the
increase in weight would indicate.

* Improvements to roads and bridges have besn HARD WON by local residents. The bitumen surface was paid for
by a voluntary levy on valley ratepayers and the Pioneer Bridge was partly financed by fund raising activities by the Pro-
gress Association over many, many years. iLots of lamingtons went into Pioneer Bridgel)

* Residents are incensed that logging trucks are using our road without so much as consultation, let alone financial
contribution to the upkeep of the road.
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ANNUAL GoNEZAL MEZTING

-

The Branck A.G..I. will be held in the North Coasti Environment Centre, 123 Xeen
Street (upsiairs from the Discount Clothing Marke:) on Thursday, 26 July at
8.00 p.m. Details of this wmeeting were given in the last Newsletter as far as
election of Office Bearers are concerned. The other matter that will need “o
be discussed is the revision of the Constitution.

liembers will, oy now, have receivad both the State Council approved revision

of the Constitution, and the modified version out forward by the Mid-North
Coast 3ranch. This may de confusing Yo some people, but the MNC amendments

have bYeen developed since the State Council aeeting which 2dopted the revisions,
nere in Lismore in June. A< *ne last zeeting of the Executive cn 7 July, a
resolution was passed anariacusly, supporiing the Sitate Council revision, but
recognising thas the wil acendmenss rad considerable merit in principle. Eow-
ever, there are’ proclems wizh the .G emendments regarding technical deficienc=’
ies (resulting zzinly from the 3ror= time avallagle for the development of the. .
amendments) and potential difficulsy in their ionplementasion under current
staffing and financial constraints,

-
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (cont.)

It is imperative that a revised constitution be adopted fy the Association to
meet with revised administrative procedures and to allow incorporation, thus
eliminating the liability of Office Bearers and Members that currently exists..
The amendments proposed by MNC Branch would not be implemented until the
1985-86 financial . year, so do not require urgent coansideration. Further
discussion, and perhaps refinement, can take place before then, and consider-—
ation of these amendments has already been planned for the September meeting
of State Council.

If you have views concerning the Constitutional revision proposed, come to the
A.G.M., and if you have any suggestions concerning the MNC Branch amendments,
contact me and I will include them in discussions at the next State.Council
meeting (2lso its A.G.M.).

Hope to see you at the A.G.M.!

CURRENT ISSUES

. In addition.to the on-going issues reported in previous Newsletters, there
are twWo major new ones; namely Blackbutt Plateau, and present and proposed
operations there by the Forestry Commission, and a proposal by Coral Invest--
ments to develop a golf course at Byron Bay on Crown Land north of Globetrott—
ers. It is too late for general action on the second issue, but the packground
and NPA's involvement is nevertheless of interest to members. The Blackbutt

- Plateau issue is still developing. Both are now dealt with in more detail.

1. BLACKBUTT FLATEAU .
(detalls provided oy Wilsons Creek Action Group) SN

Location and Size

The 3lackbutt Plateau, on the edge of Nullum State Porest, is 12km west of
Mullumbimby and 30 km north - north-east of Lismore. Its area is approximately
320 ha, comprising Forestry Compartments 27, 97 and part 23 of Nullum State
Forest. )

Physical Features :

The Plateau, a. southern 'peninsula' of the Koonyum Range, is a precisely
defined block made up of rhyeclite rock, elevated above the surrounding land..
Aligned north-south 2long its main axis, it is connected to the main body of
the Range by a narrow ridge. Together with the Nightcap Range, to which it is
linked by the Doon Doon Saddle, the Koonyum Range an island of high altitude
forested country, isolated from the remainder of the Mt #arning caldera rim by
low-lying valleys and plains.

The Plateau has been isolated by the erosion of the valleys of Coopers and
7ilsonsg Creeks, and rises steeply on all sides from 200-300 0., levelling out
between 500 and 600 m. with a maximum elevaiion of 694 m. Sheer cliffs fringe v
the northerm and easiernm sides and the wesvern side is also very sieeply slop-
ing. Extensive rock outcrops occcur and soil cover varies from thin {o moderat-
ely deep. The grey and bhrown rhyolite-derived soils are of generally low feri-
ility. The most fertile soils are around the base of the Plateau and in small
eastern gullies where thes have been eroded by creeks that then tumble over

the escarpment into Wilsons Creek.. .

Despite the steep gradients, ascent onto the Plateau may be gained from either

the eastern or westernm sides, where impressive views are obvtained of the Night-
cap dange to the west and Wt. Jerusalem (800 m.) to the north. To the east, the
spurs of Koonyua Range lead onto the coastal plains of the Tweed, Brunswick and
Rickmond Valleys. A panoramic vista unfolds from Tweed Heads south ta Ballina.

In the central background lies Cape Byron, Australia's most easterly point.

Plora ‘

The vegetation, according to the Porestry Commission's type map, comprises
mainly wet sclerophyll types, dominated oy Hoist Blackbutt with some Inland
Brushbox and Turpeniine. Jry sclerophyll itypes of New England 3Blackbutt and
Scribbly -Gun - 3lcodwood, togeither with acaitered areas of rainforest iypes
make up the remainder. Rainforess “ypes af.3ooyong and idyrile would perhkaps
have been betier classified as 'warm temperate' {ypes since species such as
Coachwood, Crabapple, 3asszaira and Corkwood are among the dominani tree species
although sub-tropical elzmenss zrs a2lso Dresent.

No comprenensive plans spacies 1i Xisis Ior the area although a preliminary
1ist of over 130 species has so : en compliled. The noteworihy abundance of
Small-leaved Hazel, regarded as sca "in NS7, irndicates the soil type would
support Corokia whiteana and Peach Ay tle-(Uroertus sp.). The dresence of
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Flora {cont.)
either would be significant as they are endemic to the Nightcap Range.

The vegetation of the Blackbuit Plateau can be summarised as being dominated
by tall open forest with a2 mixed warm temperate - subiropical mesophyll rain-
forest understorey. The most important canopy trees are Blackbutt, Turpentine,
Brush Box and Flooded Gum. In exposed areas or where soil cover is thin, tall
open or lower open forest occurs with a sclerophyll understorey. Here dominant
canopy trees are Wew Englan Blackbuti and Scribbly Gum. A mixture of warm tem-
perate and subtropical closed forest (rainforest) occupies gullies. Rock out=-
crops are covered in part by a layer of low shrubs dominated by Lemon-Scented
Tea Tree. -

Although some limited selective logging has occurred along the western edge of
the Plateau, much of the area is undisturbed, being composed of impressive
stands of veteran frees of comsiderable age.

Because of the high degree of endemism known to characterise the distinctive
ecological unit represented by the Blackbutt-dominated tall moist.open forest
on the Blackbutt Plateau, together with its age and generally undisturbed
condition, the area has special significance that warrants.a detailed
investigation.

Fauna

The avifauna is the only animal group to have received any attention on the
Blackbutt Plateau although two. mammals, the Mountain Brushtail Possum
(Zrichosurus caninus) and Red-legged Pademelon (Thylogale stismatica) have
also been identiiied. A preliminary bird list has been compilled whick contains
57 species, the most notable of which are five species listed under Schedule
12 (January 1984) of the .National Parks and Wildlife Act (1974).-These birds

- the Wompoo Fruit-dove, Powerful Owl, Socoty Owl, Albert Lyrebird and White-
eared Monarch, are representative of a relatively large group of endangered
and protected vertebrates (under the Act) whose ranges include or are centred
on the faunally rich moist forests of north-eastern NSW. It is also considered
that another 23 such species are likely to or possibly may occur on the Black-—
butt Plateaun. . -

The bird species total can be expected to double with further investigation,.
particularly during spring and summer months when migrant birds will have
returned. Equally diverse numbers of frogs, reptiles and mammals are also
likely to be recorded with appropriate investigation.

4 particularly important aspect of the vertebrate habitais available on the
Blackbutt Plateau is the abundance of mature or veteran trees affording nestr
and den sites for hollow-dwelling species. With such a concentration of - -
nollows, arboreal hole-using mammals, cockatoos, parrots and owls are likely
to be present in high densities and with most of the area of Moist Blackbutt
on the Nighicap dnd Koonyum Ranges converted %o young plentations, the Plateau
can be seen to have very high conservation significance.

The rock outcrop abuiting the tall moist open and closed forests is prime
breeding habitat for the endangered Albert Lyrebird, 2 bird endemic %o a
small area of north-eastern NSV and south-eastern Queensland. During field
inspections the number of this species was noted %o be high. .

Ecological and Scientific Values
t must be stressed that the Plateau represents the last chance for reservat—~

ion of a reasonably viable undisiurbed stand of Moist Biackbutt on the Night-
cap and foonyum Ranges. No other suitable areas exist to act as a standard or
reference against which o guage the ecological effccts of the Forestry Comm-
ission's plantation forestry, widespread in. the region.

The conservation status of Moist Blackbutit throughout NSW - together with Dry
Blackbutt, considered to be the State's most ioportant and valuable commercial
forest type, is poor and the 3lackbutt Platean appears to be the most signif-
1cant remaining unlogged stand between Coffs Earbour and the Queensland border.
Proposed Logginz and Treatment

The proposed logzing of wne rflateau can bDe Seen essentiall as a mining operat-
ion. Because of its relatively small size and even age of the veteran stand,
economics diciate that cusiing cannot be on a susiained yield basis. Clear-
falling and burning afier logzing o promose 3lackbuts regeneration, as is
intended, will not only be ecclogically disastrous and gignificantly affect
catchment values, out 1% appears -0 nave little +o recommend it in terms of
future foresiry needs. a4 treatment o8f this type would depend on a2 suitable
markgt later for small %inzer fhronz thinnings %o be sconomic, and seems unlikely
parvicularly when the Commission's SIOUTrZous rescurces in planitations else-—
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Ecological and Scientific Values (cont.) _ .
wherein Nullum and W/nian vhian 5%ave FPorests is taken into account.

Summary .

A STRONG CASE EXISTS 0K THE RESERVATION OF THE BLACKBUTT PLATEAT AS A STATE
FLORA RESERVE. IT IS CONSIDERED TEAT THE ECOLOGICAL, SCIENTIFIC, CATCHIZNT
AND EDUCATICNAL VALUES COLLECTIVELY PAR OUTWEIGE THE SHORT-TERM GAIN EX{PSCTED
FROM THE ZPROPOSED LOGGING OPERATICON. LOGGING WILL HAVE A SEVERE IMPACT CN T=E
ENVIRCNMENT AND THE PROPOSED TREATMENT APFEARS TO PROVIDE LIPTIE IN TERMS OF
FUTURE ECONOMIC VALUE. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE FORESTRY COMMISSION COULD
BENEFIT GREATLY I TERMS OF POSITIVE PUBLIC RELATIONS IF IT WERE TO AFFORD
PROTECTION TO TEIS AREA.
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NPA Involvement :

We have not been directly involved in this issue until recenily. In an attempt
to obtain information independently, 2 letter had been sent to the Commissioner
for Forests seeking details of the F.C. proposals for the area and any naiure
conservation data obtained or envirommental studies undertaken. A reply from
vhe Secretary of the Forestry Commission acknowledged receipt of our request,
but declined %o answer the questions asked on the grounds that a black ban
imposed on NPA by the Foresiry Clerical Officers Association and Pield Officers
Association was still in force. This ban had been imposed in late 1982, when
these associations objected to part of an article written by our former
director (Peter Prineas) on the October 1982 Rainforest Decision by the State
Government, and published in our Journal. Peter has apologised %o- these
associations, obut they consider this apology inadequate, and wish .our Associat-
ion to apologise also.

In the absence of F.C. information we have had to rely on other seurces. This
has included information from people with considerable expertise in their
fields, such as Barbara and David Stewart, David ifilledge, and Jenny and Glen
Holmes. Information has also been provided by local residents of the area,
zainly members of the Wilsons Creek Action Group. In response to this informat-
ion, a letter has been sent to the Minister for Natural Resources (irs. J.
Crosio) supporting-the call by the W.A.G. for an Environmental Impact Study
under Section 112 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979).

A report of this action was made on the local media on 13 July and appeared

on P.6 of the Northern Star on 14 July.

As this newsletter is being prepared, a deputation from the W.A.G. is travell. -
ing to Sydney to meet with Mrs. Crosio. At the same *ime, the Forestry Com-
missgion is proceeding with roading operations to provide access o Blackbutt
Plateau, after serious erosion and rock slips on the Neversae Road during - -
recent rain. As their costs escalate asg a resuli, they are maintaining a
stubborn stand, resisting local public opinion and their obligations under

the E.P.A. Act. liaybe a resolution %o this conflict will be arrived at only
after legal ‘action by local people through the Land and Environment Court..

It seems that the Foresiry Commission does not learm all that easily from its
oWl experience - remember Nightcap?

2. GOLF COURSE PROPOSAL BY CORATL INVESTMENTS AND TYAGARAE N.R. PROPOSAL

The Dept. of Lands has received an apoplication for a Special Lease over Crown
Land for the purpose of "Recreation (Golf Course)" from Coral Investments
Sstate Pty. Limited. Coral Investments have prepared a Statement of Environ-
mental Effects for the proposal, which covers an area of Crown Land currently
under investigation by NPA as a Nature Reserve., We wrote to both the Minister
for Lands (now Naturazl Resources) and the Minister for Planning and Environ-
ment last year advising them of our interest in the area, and have received
favourable responses from both. The area is also under investigation by the
National Parks and #ildlife Service for possible dedication as a Nature
Reserve, so that our submission is awaited with some interest by the Minister.

It is unfortunate that the proposal was advertised after the last Hewsletter
had been prepared, as the closing date for comment on the Statementi of Environ-
mental Zffects is 20 July. This leaves no time for advertising the development
through the Newsletter.

Description of irea (de%a2ils provided oy 3EACON)

The area contains deposiiiconal suds=rates representing marine, estuarine and
aeolian influences. The derived soils vary in autrien: and moisture availabil~"
1ty. A variety .of vegesation types, iancluding sedgeland, various heathlands,
and scrub ityves, to litsoral razinforest and mangrove woodland, oc¢cur. Four
nationall endangered plants rave sc far seen found - ~hite's Teairse, Strangea,
Lemon-scented. Baeckia and Swamp Orchid 2s many protecied shrubs, ferns, orchids
and palas. / 5
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The mild winter climate enables greater invertebrate producti®
than other areas of south-eastern Australia. It is the only pr
wintering area in New South Wales in which birds from Tasmaniz and ¢
parts of N.S.W., as well as higher elevation National Parks and State 7
nearby, visit during the cooler seasons.

The area is of National significance for several wildlife species, including
the Jabiru, Grass Owl and Pied Oystercatcher. Species of intercontinental
migratory birds, such as Stints, Sandpipers, Curlew etc., are found on the
tidal flats and the flowering Banksias are a very important nectar source
for honeyeaters. - ’
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Statement of Environmental Effects by Coaral Investuents
(comment by Sandy Gilmore)

Several important aspects of the environment were inadequately assessed or

not assessed at 2ll in the Statement of Environmental Effects for the vroposed
golf course. The significance of many rare and endangered species recorded or
presumed to occur in the area was not highlighted in the Statement of Environ-
mental Effects. The Statement does not mention Schedule 12 Rare and Endangered
Species, and has excluded several species from its Tables.

The National Parks and Wildlife Act (1974), Schedule 12, Endangered Fauna,
lists the following species which have been recorded from, or could potentially
occur in the area:

Pgeudomys novaehollandiae - ew Holland Mouse . .7~
Python spilotes Diamond Python -
Egretta alba - Great Egret N

" Haliaetus leucogaster 7Thite-bellied Sea-Eagte .
lrediparra gallinacea Comb-cresgted Jacana
Gallinago hardwickii Latham's Snipe
Hirundapus candacutus ffhite~throted Needletail
Apus pacificus Pork-tailed Swift
Merops crnatus Rainbow Bee-eater
Planigale maculata. ' Common Planigale
Rattus sordidus Canefield Rat
Melomys burtoni . Gragsland idlelonys
Zgernia Ireurei Major Skink
Cacophis kreftii Dwarf Crown Snake
Lenorhynchus asiaticus Black-necked Stork
Haliastur indus *  Brahminy Kite .
Gallinula olivacea Bush Hen
Grus rubicundus Brolga
Pezoporus wallicus Ground Parrot
Tvto. longimembris Eagtern Grass Owl
Potorous tridacivius Tong-nosed Potoroo
Pseudomys gracilicaudatus Fastern Chestnut House

Included the list of Plants of Rare or Threatened Status in Australia (Leigh,
Briggs and Hartley, 1981) is Stirangez linearis, a species recorded in a relat-
ively small area of dry heath, although the significance of this find is not
discussed in the Statement. The Byron Shire Local Envirommental Study- (198%)
rates heathland with Stragea linearis as protection essential.Thus, the
proposal for a golf course is in conflict with investigations by Byron Shire
Council (and the State Government) on the conservation status of particular
areas of land, or land containing particular species..

The proposed development carries a distinct risk of iniroducing the root
fungus Phytovbthora cinnamomi to both the subject and adjacent land, and
would likely upset the delicate nutrient balance within heathland shrubs due
to relatively hizgh nutrient input from fertilizers required to maintain grass
swards on the sandy podzolic soils. Long term changes to the water table and
to the fire regime are not quantitatively assessed,

The impact of the development proposal on the recreational anéd social values
Y0 the community and touris®s, as.outlined in the Statement, is in direct
conflict with those same values as identified in ihe Byron Shire Local
Zovironmental Study (Vorking Faper Jo.7, The Community). In this 3tudy, 54.2%
of those interviewed supported she statement "the Shire should .encourage the
passive use of its natural fzatures as its major tourisi aitraction". Only
5.2% of respondenis ag-eed that "more major tourist atiraciions should be
consiructed in the Snire". In view .0f the attisudes of ithe local community
gnd.tourists, the use of publicly ovmed land for & Golf Course as provosed
indicates there would be significant desrimental impact on the preseni and

Jevni
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. onmental Effects by Coral Investments (cont.)

e -eational and social values of the residents of, and visitors to,
“Shire. . . T o
"POf all the Crown Land between Belongil Creek and Brunswick Heads, this part
covers an area of high nature conservation value because: :
a. it i1s not subject to high recreational pressure, as is much of the land
.outside the_ proposal; ’ :

" b. the shape of the land, in comparison with much of the Crown Land between
Byron Bay and Brunswick Heads, is relatively narrow and susceptible to
external influences; ' :

¢. it has not been burnt as recently a2s most of nearby Broadwater and
Bundjalung N.P.s and, consequently, the management opvions ars greater;

d. the patternm of plant species distribution and abundance on topographically
gimilar sites in Broadwater and Bundjalung N.P.s differ, reflescting
differences in other environmmental factors, including climate and fire
regime; -

e. introduced plants, including noxious weeds, are of very~iow abundance
. relative to-.most of the Crown Land to the north of the proposal and
south of Brunswick Heads.

Despite the statement that "the (Golf) Course has been designed to exis¥, as
far 2s possible, in harmony with the natural enviromment ....", it is clear tha
that the proposal will have a significant adverse impact on the matural and
social environment. Approval of the Golf Course development would be conirary
to the recommendations of the Byron. Bay Local Envirommental Study (1981), the
National Parks and Wildlife Service Intermal Report NR 10-80, and touches on
matters deal% with by the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979).

The proposal, if it proceeds, will have a significant impact on the environ-
ment! S )

T R e R e

WEAT IS HAPPENING IN QUR RATNFOREST REMNANTS?

Visitors to the Boatharbour Reserve (Iions Park) may have noiiced recently
that some changes were being undertaken by the Lismore City Council. Since
1980,. we have been corresponding with the Council concerning the rainforest
remnants of the Big Scrub. Last year, Currie Park, and the proposal to
establish a mini-wotorbike track there, and grazing rights ai Boatharbour
(where there are 3 reserves!) and Currie Park were raised with Council.

In forthcoming issues, decisions concerning these and other rainforest rem—
nants at Wilson Park and Rotary Park within the Lismore Cify Council area. -
will be outlined, and recent and forthcoming action on these areas discussed.

Information 6n other Big Scrub remnants in privaté ownership or under Council
control is not available, but if you have information on any of these aresas,
and would like it included in the Sewsletter, please send it to me. The same
goes for other remrants of rainforest-3n the Richmond, and remnants on the
coast, and in other areas including the Tweed and Brunswick valleys.

It will also be possible to give some brief details of what is believed %o be
the southernmost remnant of lowland sub-tropical rainforest at Yatteyatiah,
just north of dilton on the south coast. )

e e U F W N WA W

CAIENDAR OF EVENTS

Unfortunately, there isnt ore, as no outings, or evening activities are
planned at this time. There 1s clearly a strong need for this Branch to
conduct activities which are both social and educational. These would
include walks, visits and picnics as day activities, and interesting talks,
films and social get-togethers (other than meeting35 during the evenings.
Can anyone help in mezking this happen?

BN e e e R RN

Pever den IZxier,

Newgletter Zditor,
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PLANT SPECIES RECORDED ON BLACKBUTT PLATEAU,
NULLUM STATE FOREST, N.S.W. . ’

J.B. Williams

Botany Department
University of New England
Armidale NSW 2351 -

The following is an incomplete list of the plants recorded on a half-day
inspection of the area on 18~xi1i-1Y85. Plant names are as given in Jacobs and
Pickard, The Plants' of New South Wales (1Y51). The greater part of the
vegetation examined was on various solls derived from rhyolite. The list is
arranged under three broad vegetation types: (i) Heath and Sclerophyll Scrub
on skeletal solls and among rock outcrops, (ii) Open-forest (Eucalypt
Forest) on rhyolitic soils of moderate depth, and {iii) Rainforest and
Semi-rainforest on deeper soils of -sheltered slopes and gullies.

l. Heath and Sclerophyll Scrub

On skeletal soil on rhyolite, with very extensive rock outcrops, at two or
three levels. The rock is pale, with extensive parallel groovings and
depressions. kThe vegetation is mainly scrub 2-4 m high, sometimes dense,
but becoming open in the more rocky areas. Smaller local patches of heath
1-1.5 m high, were noted.

Tall Shrubs !.5-4 m high Abundance
Leptospermum microcarpum Small-fruited Tea-tree ve
Leptospermum petersonii Lemon-scented Tea~tree c
Leptospermum attenuatum Black Tea-tree (1]
Leptospermum species (New England) New England Tea-tree c
Casuarina rigida Shrubby She-oak f
Acacla obtusifolia "Thick-leaf Wattle f
Pomaderris argyrophylla Silver Pomaderris £
Callistemon species (not yet identified) A Bottlebrush o

Small to Medium Shrubs 0.2 - 1.5 m high
Baeckea linifolia Swamp Baeckea f
Zlierla ?laevigata Narrow—leaf Zieria 1f

(in rock crevices)
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Hibbertla ?stricta Narrow-leat Guineca Flower t
Pimelea linifolia (a form) Slender Kiceflower 3
Pultenaea retusa Blunt Bush Pea o
Epacris obtusifolia Blunt—leaved Heath o
Leucopogon melaleucoides Rock Beard Heath o
Leucopogon neo—anglicus New England Beard Heath 1t
(in rock crevices)
Platysace linearifolia Narrow-leaft Platysace o
Prostanthera phylicifolia Spiked Mint Bush 1f
Tetratheca thymifolia Black-eyed Susan o-r
Climbers
Billardiera scandens Dumpling Vine 0



A

Herbs iucludiug Lithophytes

Lepidosperma urophorum
Entolasia Species
Danthonia Species
Chilogloteis Specieg
Liparis coelogynoides
Dendrobium kingianum

2. Open-Forest (Eucalype Forest)

Trees

Eucalyptus Pllularig
Eucalyptus gummifers

Eucalyptus andrewsiy Subsp, campanulata

Acacia Oorites

Small Trees and Tall Shrubs

2=9 m high

Pomaderrig argyrophylla (to 9 m)
Pomaderris ligustrina (to 3 m)

Daviesia arborea
Acacia orites
Acrotriche agurepgaty
Abrophyllum ornansg
Zieria arboresceng
Alyxia ruscifolia
Bursaria Spinosa

Leptospermunm Petersonjid

Smaller Shrubs

Banksia spinulosa var.
Lomatiga stlaifolia
Hovea acutifolia
Micrantheum hexandrym
Maytenus silvestrig
Leucopogon lanceolatusg
Tetratheca thymifolia
Rulingia salvifolia

Climbers

Billardiera Scandeng
Stephania aculeatg
Geltonoplesiym Cymosum

lHerbs

Gleichenia dicarpa
Gleichenia rupestrig
Sticherus flabellatys
Entolasia species
Lepidosperma elatiusg
Lepidosperma urophorum
Kreysigia multiflora

: -

under 2 p high

colling

Rifle-Sedge
Panic Grassg
Wallaby CGrasg
Bird Orchid

ve
f
£
o

(in rock crevices) o

Pink Rock Orchid
{in rock crevices)

Coast Blackbutt

Red Bloodwood

New England Blackbute
Mountain Wattle

Silver Pomaderrig
Rusty Pomaderrig

Tree Daviesig

Mountain Wattle

Tall Acrotriche
Abrophyllyn

Tall Zieria

Prickly Alyxia
Blackthorn
Lemon-scented Tea-tree

Golden Candlesticks
Crinkle Bush

Forest Hovea

Tall Micrantheun
Narrow-leaveg Orange Bark
Common Beard Heath
Blac-eyed Susan

Velvet Kerrewang

Dumpling vipe
Prickly Stephania
Scrambling Lily

Pouched Coraj Fern
White Coral Fern
Shiny Fan Fern
Panic Grasg

Tall Sword Sedye
Rifle Sedge
Kreysigia

c

lc

1f
o~-f

o

"o

o-f
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ve




2. Open—forest {Eucalypt forest) (cont.)
llerbs

GCatinla insignis
Patersonia glabrata
Thysanotus tuberosus
Dampiera purpurea
Plectranthus species

3. Rainforest and Semi-ralnforest
Trees
Cinnamomum oliveri
Litsea reticulata
Flindersia bennettiana
Quintinia sieberi

Quintinia verdonii

Shrubs and Small Trees

Cyathea australis
Tasmannia insipida (Narrow-leaf form)
Uaphnandra tenuipes
Cryptocarya meisneriana
Synoum glandulosum

Euodia species (unnawmed)
Archidendron muellerianum
Austrobuxus swainii
Abrophyllum ornans

Corokia whiteana

Triunia youngiana

Pomaderris argyrophylla
Uromyrtus australis

Symplocos baeuerlenii
Duboisia myoporoides

Randia benthamiana

Cllmbers

Tinttrzz orny

Geltonoplesium
Palmzria scanden

Momm i e G mmei a4,
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Slender Saw-sedge
Leafy Purple Flag
Fringed Lily
Mountain Dampiera
Cocispur Flower

Olivers Sassafrasg
Bolly Gum
Bennett's Ash
Rough Possum Wood
Grey Possum Wood

Rough Tree Fern

Brush Pepper Bush
Red-flowered Socketwood
Thick-leaved Laurel
Scentless Rosewood
Small-leaved Euodia
Veiny Lace Flower

Pink Cherry
Abrophyllum

Corokia

Honeysuckle Bush
Silver Pomaderris
Peach Myrtle
Small-leaved Hazelwood
bubolsia

Native Gardeata

Nacive Yam
Scrambling Lily

Anzivys Vies
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*Helmholtzia glaberrima C .
Duchesnea indica iant Creek Lily lc

Indian Strawberry
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Wilsons Creek Action Group,
c/0 P.0. Box 325,
MULLUMBIMBY,

N.S.W., 2432,

2nd June, 1984,

Dean Sinflladam,

As nesidents of the Huonbrook - Wilsons Creek area we have deemed
4L necessaty to create an 'action' group fo contest the environmental valid{ty
of the Legading and noading operations cunrently undenway and propcsed for that
pait of Nullum State Foxesi, compartments 27 and 97, being betweern MiZe Rd.,
Huonbrivok aud the Upper Wiltsnd Chzoh R, now known aé 'Blacklbutt Plateas’.

‘ The preposed operation inczudeé the noadénjtcé some particularly
steep Afopes and consequent heavy damage te the vegetation adjacent to the
Rhyolite cliffs is already 'highly uvisible'.

. The proposed. Logging area includes 7 ha of warm temperate rain-
fonest which we feel should be .immediately removed {nom the Logging propcsal ;

The Blackbutt Logging operation .is, acconding zo Forestny Commission
pelicy, a heavy {Close to cleanfell) operation designed only o maxAmis e economic
retunn.  The Forestry Commissdown maintains that Blackbutt requiies a massive amount
of disturbance and consequent burning of Logging residue to allow for 'adequate’
negenenation. This strategy 4s designed to subsidise an extravagant ncading '
progham for access Lo one of the Last 'intact' anéas of forcst in this area;

The economicsd of this operation must be borndentline and designed omly to benegit
the sawnillfens in the short towm. Mismanagemeint and waste have £Lost the industry
much of {ts* tescurce in this district and operations of this sont will only
haston thein demise. '

We are nol wilding Lo siand by and see the Lasi pocheis ¥§ previously
Anaccessible and unlogged fonest in the valley severely damaged just to provide
Logs to an inresponsible and wasteful industry. Standand Saumills {owned by the
- giant Adelaide Stamhip Co.) has 2 questionable necond concerning the welfare of
the fonest and the. Local resddants. ' '

The Forestny Commissdions policies towasrd Blackbutt in no way reffect
the 'real needs' cof the ecosystem in question nor do they make adequate ude of
curnnend ' jif4y on quick pol' neplanting methods which allow for more sefective and
cnvironmentally sensdtive Logaing operations. i

. As most of the Blackbutt thees ane aged (the oldest being up o
000 yearns ofd) and replete with hollows {wildlife habitat] we {eel that this anrea
‘should remain unfogged and be declared a nofurt reserve so that these veterans of
Zhe fcrest may be saved from wholesale destruction.,

As Zhe Forestny Commission has so far nefused our nequests to
Anspect thein Environmental Review we must deduce that this document, 4§ it
exisits at all, is embarassingly incomplete and inddequate.

e mmrs e e Unden Pant-5, Section 12, Subsection-1 of the envirommental - .
- assessment act any forestry commission 'activity' that is Likely to sighiiflcantl
- affect the environment must be investigated by an Envinronmental Impack Study (E.T1.S.)
The act days Lt L8 necessary in majon operations and is particularly relevant :
“sdnce this 48 not only a maforn operation, but is the Largest unlegged stand of
moist Blackbutt from Coffs Hanbour to the Queensfand bordex. .
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The E.1.S. shoutd investigate the soil and drainage aspects of
2his particular operation. Logging the exthemely shallow s0ils combined with
high rainfall in this steep water-catchment coutd have a devastating effect
on the environment. : :

The effects of the nemoval og Lange numberns of veteran thees
and the consequent destrucition of their habitat needs to be investigated.
The percentage £0s4 of wildeife overall and the ability of these species
to maintain a viable community after Logging and. habitat destruction also needs
investigation. The Flora and Fauna (including avian community, mammalia,

neptilia and insects) communities have been studied very Little,

‘The social impact of the Logging proposals upon the nesidents
should also be investigated. The narrow, winding Wilsons Creek Road, aineady
the scene of many accidents involving thueks, needs to be upgraded to accomodate
" the sdx {6) Logging trips pen day. . :

' Fallure Lo provide this information {on commission an E.1.S.)
would suggest that it is not even available. This would 04 counse Lead us to
the -concusdion-that the -Fonestny Commission manages these areas to fulfill
economic’ $trategies only, and <8 in a state of deliberate ignorance .about even
. the rudimentary ecological nequirements and Ainten-relationdhips of the Flora and
Fauna in this area. - : _ _ : . , _

- The Wilsons Creek Action Group kab‘extenaive'zbcat suppont and
will opposc the current proposats enengetically until the above conditions are met.

Vounrs Ai;%i;;%i;;;u 52 Zg; ;ff EZéz;<f . "
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Please also note restoration projects require that the
item be either on or nominated for the Register of the
National Estate. Applications not meeting these
requirements will not be accepted. Nomination forms for
the Register of the National Estate, are available from
the Australian Heritage Commission, P.0O. Box 1567,
Canberra City, A.C.T., 2601. Completed nomination forms
must be sent to the Australian Heritage Commission in
Canberra and a copy attached to the application.

APPLICATIONS

6. All applications are to be made on the form attached
and forwarded to the Secretary, National Estate
Committee, C/o Heritage Council of New South Wales, P.O.
Box A284, Sydney South 2000, by 30 June 1988 and clearly
marked "National Estate Grant Application 1988/89" on
the envelope,. -

7. It is most important that the application forms are
complete and all necessary attachments supplied as there
may not be a further opportunity for the Department to
receive additional material.

OTHER AVENUES OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR HERITAGE
PROJECTS ' ‘

Applications submitted under the National Estate Grants -
Program will also be considered for financial assistance
under the New South Wales Heritage Conservation Fund
which is administered through the Heritage Council,
should the application meet the necessary guidelines to
receive assistance in terms of that Fund.

ENQUIRIES

If you ‘have any enquiries please contact either Mr. E.
Smith on telephone (02) 266-7138 or Mr. D. McManus on
(02) 266-7278.

ADVICE ON THE OUTCOME OF APPLICATIONS

It is expected that advice on the outcome of all(
applications will be conveyed towards the end of 1988
and that funds will not become available until late 1988
or early 1989,

Yours faithfully,

Haddad

" 8. Haddad
Head ‘ )
Environment Protection Division

e



M : New South Wales Government  £&¢
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Department of Planning

Remington Cenlre

) 175 Liverpool Street, Sydney 2000
The President, . Box 3927 G.P.0Q. Sydney 2001
North Coast Environment Council, DX. 15 Sydney _

88A Keen Street,

4 Tetephone: {(02) 266 7111 Ext.
- LISMORE. 2480 29 Fax No: (02) 266 7599

Contact:
Our reference:

Your reference;

Dear Sir/Madam, 12 MAY 1988

Calling Applications:
National Estate Grants Program 1988/89

Applications are invited for heritage work and study
projects which may be selected to form the basis of the
New South Wales component of the National Estate Grants
Program for 1988/89.

2. "Funds are made available for this program by the
Commonwealth Government to the State Government, which
in turn is responsible for the program's administration.
The funds are then allocated for approved projects to
State Government departments-and authorities, local
government' authorities, academic institutions,
professional and community organisations.

3. Explanatory notes about the National Estate Grants
Program as prepared by the Commonwealth Department of
Arts, Sport, The Environment, Tourism and Territories,
are enclosed for your information. Your attention is
drawn in particular to the conditions under which an
application may be submitted.

4. Each application received will be considered on its
merits, and in accordance with the competing priority of
other applications for the funds appropriated by the
Commonwealth for the program in the 1988/89 budget. It

is important to note that funds are usvally limited, for
example, in 1987/88 grants totalling $517,000 were made
available for distribution between the various recipient
organisations for works and studies relating to the built
and natural environment and for Aboriginal proiects.

MATTERS TO NOTE IN RESPECT TO WORK PROJECTS
5. If your organisation is making an application for a
grant to carry out conservation work on an item where it

is not the owner, a copy of the owner's written consent
to the proposal must be attached to the application.s-,
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Note _ 7
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2. Any application lodged after 39 June - .0 | National Estate Camittee
1988will only be considered in S | c/- Heritage Council of NSW
exceptional circumstances. ’ Tt I PLO. Box A284,
Sydney Séuth 2000
3. Where qt‘J-estims do not apply write N/A. :
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AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE SOUGHT . $
FUNDS TO BE PROVIDED BY APPLICANT $

{The Committee may wish to consider § for §
funding. Is this acceptable to your organisation).
Yes/No

TOTAL COST OF PROJECT $
(Breakdown of costs estimate to be
attached separately)

DETAILS OF PREVIOUS GRANTS PROVIDED THROUGH THE Lo

NATIONAL: ESTATE FOR THIS PROJECT (Year(s)) $ $- L -
AMOUNT OF OTHEHE GRANTS ETC. held or applied for '
with respect to this or a similar project s bl
{Details of such grants to be provided separately)
. N R BN L &
PROJECT TITLE ' SR N RIITE D § USRI (R

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:_Briefly indicate what the project is about.
(Provide supporting details where available} . . ga
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PLEASE ATTACH ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Y,

] i l ' - s ¥ .
DETAILS OF PROPOSED CONSERVATION PROJECT . ‘Jvila Jr bt’ - 1 -
Address of Project Vr‘\z\ [ R S *
Name of owner Flpg - " o ‘ﬂlitt\i

Legal Site Description

Local Government Area T A

rnalhe

WORKS PROGRAM

Please provide a program of the work to be carried out, inc;uding
proposed staging, period of completion etc. and attach details of
who will supervise the works program, who will prepare the plans.

STUDY PROJECTS _ o ‘ .
Please attach Separately the study brief which sets out:

(a) herité@e studies, conservation plans etc;

"(b) details of the stﬁdy to be carried out;

(c) what studies or work have previously been carried out
in this field and how the present study relates;

(d) details of the quélifications and experience of the staff
who will carry out the study;

(e) how the study is to be conducted and the time estimated
to undertake the study.

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

(Describe the item and include photographs of the item and its
setting)

HERITAGE RECOGNITION (Tick appropriate box).

The item must be on or nominated for the Register of the National-
Estate.

£z

# | Register of the National Estate OR

rd

attach completed copy
of homination. form.

Classified/Listed by National Trust

Subject to an Order under the Heritage Act, 1977

Views of other bodies-(attach)

APPLICANT STATUS -

1. Non—Government‘orgaﬁisations must be a
body corporate constituted for purposes BODY. QSRPORATE
other than the acquisition of gain by )

its members and must carry out activities Yes/HNo
within the State. (Cross out whichever
does not apply}:

2. If the applicant does not hold this
status, it is necessary that the ORGANISATION
application be made through an existing NOMINATED

body corporate, e.g. local gavernment
authorities, National Trust of Australia

(N.S.W.), the Royal Australian
Historical Society, and that the body

accepts the responsibility of handling
the accounts.

Signature of Applicant Date
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- P < There have been no systematic plant surveys of the area although several
botanists have compiled lists during casual visits, mainly in the vicinity
of the Blackbutt Plateau. A total of 194 native plant species have been
identified (Appendix 1) of which nine are classed as rare or threatened

’T ¢{Table 1).- T —

~<F Three of these are of particular significance:

Corokia Corokia whiteana was formerly thought to be confined

to the Nightcap and Koonyum Ranges but has recently been recorded
in the Tweed area. Nevertheless it is still of very limited occurrence
and although conserved in the Nightcap National Park and Big Scrub
Flora Reserve is currently classed as vulnerable and inadequately
conserved (Leigh et al 1981, updated). Floyd {1987) considers further
survey work is warranted to accurately define its status. Within

the proposed Nature Reserve, Corokia has been found to occur

occasionally in rainforest communities on the Blackbutt Plateau
(J.B. Williams in litt.).

Small-leaved Hazelwood Symplocos baeuerlenii occurs uncommonly,
mainly on rhyolitic soils, from Springbrook on the McPherson Range to
Alstonville (Floyd 1987). Although it is generally considered to be
adequately conserved (Leigh et al 1981, updated) the very restricted
range of the species warrants samples of all discrete populations
being reserved. On the Blackbutt Plateau it occurs infrequently in

the understorey of rainforest (J.B. Williams in litt.).

Peach Myrtle Uromyrtus australis is one of Australias rarest
rainforest plants and until its discovery on the Blackbutt Plateau (J.B.

f Williams in litt.) was known from only one,| Icrcated on the Nightcap
Range. Part of the Nightcap Range populatlon Is conserved in Nightcap
National Park but most of this stand occurs in the adjacent Whian
Whian S ate Forest It is considered endangered and inadequately

e conservg\(nghet al 1981, updated) and Floyd (1987) states "rescue” is
required. As well as occurring on the Blackbutt Plateau within the area
of the proposed Nature Reserve, Peach Myrtle has also been recorded
on Mt Jerusalem (J. Holmes pers. comm.).

Two other plants are also worthz of mentlon The extensive patches of

“and 1A L

Coral Lichen Cladia reﬂ}aora,\ln the afea of rock outcropping on the
Blackbutt Plateau are unique on the eastern side of the Great Dividing
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Range (J.B. Williams, RA. Filson in litt.) anA\ay be the most significant in
Australia. The population of the Oval Fork Ferh Tmesipteris ovata on the
Blackbutt Plateau may be the most |mportant in northern NSW-southern
Queensland (J.B. Williams in litt.).. Th,e fern s very uncin-nion)

(oughout its range and future survey work could show it worthy of
classification as rare or threatened. Additionally, the occurrence of New
England Blackbutt represents its most easterly distribution in NSW.

FAUNA

As with the flora, there have been no systematic faunal surveys of the

area proposed for the Nature Reserve. Gfthewerebrategroups— Howeve~
ornithologists have listed a total of 60 bird species during visits over a
period of about a year and six mammal species have been recorded for the
area, most during one nights spotlighting on the Blackbutt Plateau in
December 1984 (Appendix 2). Again, as with plants, observations of fauna
have centred on the area of the Blackbutt Plateau. There are no records of
amphibians or reptiles although a number of significant species
undoubtedly occur.

The vertebrateg"mthggrea represent a rich assemblage of mainly moist
forest- dependen ;\;pemes typical of the NSW north coast. Of particular
note is the hlgh specues richness for a relatively small area. The mosaic

of rainforest and wet sclerophyll habitats is of special significance,

resulting in increased diversity by providing requirements for species

which utilise both habitats in close proximity. Examples of such species
are the Sooty Ow! Tyto tenebricosa which forages in rainforest and
requires eucalypt hollows for roosting and nesting and Alberts Lyrebird
Menura alberti which appears to have specific foraging requirements in

wet sclerophyll forest and rainforest during different seasons.

Vertebrate diversity is also increased by the attitudinal range as
exemplified by the presence of high altitude elements such as the Rufous

Scrub-bird Atrichornis rufescens and Ea?srt,erﬂ Pygmy -possum Ce[q‘artetus{ & Collurveine o
nanus and the essentially IowlandAWhlte eare arch Mowarcha leucons. — ey
=\

An important aspect of the vertebrate habitats present  notably in the
vicinity of the Blackbutt Plateau, is the abundance of mature or veteran
wet sclerophyli tree species affording nest and den sites for
hollow-dwelling species. This enables hole-nesting cockatoos, parrots
and owls and arboreal hole- usnng mammals to occur at relatively high
densities.

Eleven species of birds and one mammat are listed as endangered fauna




REPORT ON
SNOW LICHEN AT BLACKBUTT PLATEAU

IDENTIFICATICON # CLADIA RETIPORA family Cladiaceae
fairly common in low-growing form
and known as Coral or Lace Lichen,
very rare In cushion form,

" "sheep” formation known in grassed
meadows, '
“snow” formation possibly unique
to Blackbutt Plateau.

DISTRIBUTION ## south-~eastern Australia, New
Zealand and New Caledonia.

AUTHORITIES Specimens were sent to the following
persons who have responded with
identification and information on
the lichen Cladia retipora

* Dr Rod Rogers, Head of Botany Department, University
of Queensland ‘

* Mr B.G. Briggs, Acting Director, Royal Botanic Gardens,
Sydney .

* Mr Rex Filson of National Herbarium of Victoria
who was named by Dr Rogers and Mr Briggs as the
Australian expert on lichens.

ASSESSMENT Mr Filson by letter dated 10 August
1984 confirmed the identification and has given an assessment of

the Blackbutt Plateau occurrence which he rates as UNIQUE. He
states that the cushion form in which it is growing is VERY RARE.

He further states that lichens are very vulnerable and particularly
susceptible to destruction by fire. .He notes that extensive patches
of the rare cushion form of Cladia retipora were destroyed recently
in the Victorian Grampian Mountains by a “controlled burn” of the
Victorian Forestry Department.

Mr Filsen reccmmends that the growth
of Cladia retipora be preserved and suggests that the rock cap

area be reserved.

FURTHER ASSESSMENT In view of the information above

and knowledge gained from numerous visits to the site I consider
that the proposed logging and burning of the terrace which lies
immediately below the rock cap would seriously endanger the unique
lichen colonies. Fire would pose a direct threat of destruction,
while the change in the envircomment of the rock cap after logging
would have more subtle effects. The latter need evaluation by
specialists to determine the effect on the lichen of changes in
atmospheric temperature and humidity, im changes .in strength and
pattern of winds, and of changes in other less obvious environmental

relationships.
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AESTHETIC VALUES

* the visual impact of the rock cap is helightened by contrasts.

* open sky after climbing through enclosed forest.
* gleaming white Snow Lichen against dark rock.

* delicate lace-like fragility of the lichen against the
hard harsh rock.

* the fascination of the spectacle at one's feet to the
splendour of the panoramic view over mountain rangés
to the coastline stretching north and south to hazy
distance.

* the discovery that the Snow Lichen despite its delicate
nature is growing profusely over the extensive rock cap
of 60 hectares.

* the knowledge that the lichen thrives here only because
its total environment is naturally clean. It is noted
as a sensitive monitor of atmospheric pollution - it
can't exist in polluted city air.

* the wonder that much of the Snow Lichen is older than
the observer - 50 to 100 years and perhaps more - in
spite of its fragility.

* the conviction that -this unique rare beauty should be
preserved for others to enjoy.

* the sobering thought that the beauty of this place could
be destroyed so easily by thoughtless, or greedy, actions.

* and finally to contemplate what other wonders would be
discovered by a sensitive scientific examination of this
pristine place.

A VISITOR'S COMMENTS A resident of Lismore, Mrs Helen
Tom, went recently on a guided walk up te the Blackbutt Plateau
and has written impressions of her visit. With her permission
a copy is attached hereto. ’

RECOMMENDATION That all logging operations including
road and track construction be held in abeyance pending the production
of a statutory environmental impact statement. It is considered

that such an evaluation would indicate the reservation of the whole
area of the Blackbutt Plateau as defined in the Flora Reserve Proposal
submitted by the Wilson's Creek Action Group in June 1984.

Russell G. Corben
Consulting Civil Engineer
4 September 1984

4.
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ADPPENLYL TO
REPORT OR
SHOW LICHmN AT HLACADLUTT PLATEAU

CLADIA RETIPCKA family Cladiuceae

This view shows the lichen in the unijue “snow" formation which is
characteristic of the growth of this lichen at Blackbuti Plateau.
The rock cap on which it occurs more or less as shown above is some
60 hectares in area. ''he photograph shows a mixture of low-growing,
forms and cushions which have merged into numerous colonies.

K.C.Corben 4.9.84
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APPENDUM TO
REPORT ON

SNOw LIUHEN AT BLAGKBUTT PLATEAU ,

CLAUIA ReYIPOHR  family Cladiaceae

This photograph shows the lichen in the very rare 'cushion” form
found growing profusely at Blackbutt Plateau. The cushion in the
foreground is nearly 50cm in diameter and 2Cem high. Many cushions
are larger and tend to merge into colonies. Much of the lichen is
aged 50 to 100 years, perhans more!

k.C.Csrben A.9.84
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NO NATURE RESERVE

The Blackbutt Plateau near Mullumbimby, the scene of a
Forestry Commission dispute five years ago, seems likely to
emerge into controversy following statements by the Minister *
for Natural Resources, Mr Causley. Mr Causley has written to
the Wilsons Creek Action Group (WAG) rejecting their Nature
Reserve Proposal for the Plateau and has advised of Forestry
Commission plans to rebuild Neversae Rd.

. .
WAG has vigorously campaigned to have the Blackbutt Plateau
(which 'is within the Byron Shire water catchment) declared as
a Nature Reserve under the control of the National Parks and
Wildlife Service.

The Plateau contains sections of subtropical rainforest, a 40
hectare rock covered with a very rare form of Snow Lichen and '
significant stands of unlegged Blackbutt (some trees
over 800 years old). '

In 1984 the Forestry Commission illegally roaded a cliff
face to gain access to the previously inaccessible Plateau.
Within weeks the high rainfall of the Wilsons Creek catchment
washed the Commissions Neversae Road and thousands of tons of
rhyolite rock into Wilsons Creek.

This $200,000 worth of wvandalism - subsequently called a
roading operation - was found by the Ombudsman to be illegal.

Now the Forestry Commission is preparing to rercad the cliff
face, spend more money to obtain less in royalties than the
total cost of road works.

Besides polluting the Byron Shire water supply the Forestry
Commission is destroying the forest and its inhabitants and
leaving the local residents with the hazards of dodging
logging trucks on the narrow and winding Wilsons Creek
Road.

The Shire Engineer has complained that the Wilsons Creek Road
is unsuitable for logging trucks, and the Byron Shire Council
has called for a Nature Reserve to protect the ratepayers
water supply and the scientific values of the area.

The significance of the Blackbutt Plateau is also born out by
its nomination for inclusion on the Commonwealth National
Estate Register.

r



WAG has actively campaigned to have the Blackbutt Plateau
permanently protected and has gone to a great deal of time
and expense to prepare a Nature Reserve Proposal.
Professionally written, it is acknowledged by experts as a
thoroughly worthwhile proposal (so much so that the Forestry
Commission itself intends to use the data).

WAG delegates went to Sydney to present the Proposal to the
new National Party Ministers for Natural Resources (Mr
Causley) and for the Environment (Mr Moore). I

Their indifference was of concern but Mr Causley and his
National Party leader Mr Wal Murray have since shown their
disdain for the environment and are perfecting the art of
environmental vandalism. No matter what the cost to the
community or planet they are winding back environmental
protection.

Their deeds are becoming more notorious by the day and the
Blackbutt Plateau decision exemplifies the low priority they
place on natural resource management.

WAG is adamant it will continue its campaign to save the
Blackbutt Plateau from further roading and logging and
promises to highlight the environmental plunder of the
present State government. -

WAG DEMANDS THAT THE BLACKBUTT PLATEAU BE GAZETTED A
NATURE RESERVE AND THAT NEVERSAE ROAD BE CLOSED AND
REHRABILITATED. ~

The Forestry Commissions position is clear and uncompromising
and the residents will apply absoclute pressure and stand
solid to save the Blackbutt Plateau.

WAG appeals to all ¢itizens to make their concerns known by
writing to:-

The Premier, Mr' Greiner,
c/- Parliament House,
Sydney.2000.

Mr. I C Causley, MP,
Minister for Natural Resources,
23-33 Bridge St, Sydney 2000.

Mr. T Moore, MP,

Minister for the Environment,

Level 7, Legal and General Building,
8/18 Spencer St, Sydney 2000.

The local member Mr Don Page,

PO Box 100,
Bangalow 2479.

" Wilsons Creek Action Group, PO Box 325, Mullumbimby 2482. Ph 066-840152
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The fleetin® waz obensd by Chairferscd Richard Molones: ‘iH Particulsr
welcone waz extended to.wiziting quiticiansm,,‘w bonak B e

. § . p . r»‘ls"‘i‘*«r L < L ‘ﬁ s
AT TEHDRARHCE 163 hames rwcurdwd but ahaund 1¢D rmunted.
APLLOGIES:  Stan Bigled, Sue Huttun;”DoniBeck T Maaney;;m MeCois Dliver
Duren, David H111a99; Han H1hhnlsohaulan4ﬁ$h95tuna Ivor Brown, Shelleyw

- . . B 4

Gardiner. . Y

RO T SRR L B R 1 1t'n bow Y S TR N
£ ED IS R Y amtion Froos l

. EITH up ot 55 C] 1
=TI I E.TLlr 070 55 Bl r. IAQ“"‘JIZ F&tf”"’n Lot ! |f ol

CorveszfFondence it 1981 confirmned Forestry Commission Plan_ to lo3d the
Flateau. ' '
. : . g b sk o Blget vy v e - b

Elasting commenced {n 19834 and erduiriesrevezled that am  extensiuve rear
3 ! N T S PRI Lyt 00 b sth\3r N TR I

A "fact findinﬂ"‘bUShwaIK ‘with Forestryibommlgalor and Timher Irnduz ey
PEPP‘¢9ﬂt3tiMeq m&dé'l&u&llFecldwth‘aNdP 'hom Frecious the plateau iz

e Mira. vyt 0 b s wtaniery R the W e :
Milzons Creek Action!Grour tuaz +ormédfdndJC¢llad ontthe goverrment to
Frefare an Environmentals Impsact 1'-1:.0.“::1("'lCE:'.I‘='> QThiq was followed later with &
rroposal fthat Lhéhen he macle iﬁﬁﬁdraipeaéﬁbcﬁi iUU* “UﬁP”!* A :

IECAS B . o . i N
el deor ’ﬁ'ﬁ""’,u‘\é Jo AP R
Wlvere idﬁnt; had Fﬁevinu#l: bren conc@rned about the bafet/ of lomgina

. 1z20ns M tRodd the . #4 . t

?P:‘:::le. f‘n N: cr@ BFee-l-c c»:‘;tdl : 'f'&f}"“eﬁt i&q}kﬂpﬁu}tl:ye:}a;me;”tirﬁ’f:,er_.‘r‘:l
W ey “trﬁmf:i toy uebe -ﬂm:; rmmt mﬁ“faq b i ol

Biran Shire Conrzil) Joined B the Mullumbimbg aqd B”ron_Bav branches of the

Labor Party, EhHUUH» Communltﬁ ahd Enbironmental Irourid called iur an EIS,

e eill .]l

Wirten 24 Y Pﬁaideﬁtﬂ akd +riaﬂg the PfINbeins-!fundha1_1un ard

-

beeking tireleszly Tuntil“in Auddat’ BF em19P‘NPan ﬁromiﬂed that ar EIS would
(1 :arﬁied ot befprw;10ﬂ91nq bu%ﬂu +-Wﬁ3kﬁ’ﬁ%i o %;rq-nhd o

' : : 1 Bt
In Decemberr “324 thgwﬂmbudéman Fhamx&ed*bn hQJnﬂa Py the Forestry
Commizzions activitisas to see if, theyﬁcontrdvened tha ‘Ervirormsntal
Flarning and ﬁss"-ﬂment H-t._ AT 11 .
L

I Febrilary &7 the Umbud”mmh - rmportltc Parlidmnnt 1nd1cated that the
Forestry Commizzion had’ indwed CquP&UEhOd the ' 15 by ~ firsktly, rob deins
an EIS before congtructing MHesuxsae Rosd and secondl:, by failing to
con« de all the Peleuant mattur* beFora logaing,

SN MRS T TS ] s ,an ann tt T.iee owe | f
Lnfortunatel the Fornstrv anm1ssion is Mery Pwral-twnt. ORly pesks 290
they did some "reroddlid" of Hevasie Ruad} adaln isnoring the cbwdsmarn and
actinm® contears QQ the law. The Hihiatwr reskPonsible has btaken no achion.

(AP A (R LT l BCIEATE PRYNEES DS B AN B L WP R L% B DL
MAG Has emrticed bmth the.MinisteP for Foreztz;‘Jacw Hallam ard Miniszter o
the Ehvi}uhmwnP ‘Bob Corr te the plateau to see first hoend its awezome
beauts, o o . T
t,;;-,.‘, RN S (TS 3% O Codenfgar v | vk e Ly i
The Hatire Fon;erb«tioﬁ Powrsil hidd hdminated - the BPP for Hat1on«l Eztate
liz fH‘lQ. Ty 1\ a"‘- H H dl&m.t" Ll ¢ '
' s 1..!" LA AP _1‘ L.t
kS .“ . i ';= -
& . . 4 i .
; ., : . i
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LHAG Meesting 24, ﬁ?saB ' crte e T e e e s Paae d
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. Bvron Shirs Lnun-il hawiz: PPQPDS&d'&JSCiehtiFIL‘aﬂd Natah Latchmwnt 20n1n3

fFor the area. bt SR TEEANE LRI S

' U : LR UBTI G PR S L
The Rustralian Conservation Foundation, the MHorth Coast Envirornment Council
ard countleszs exkPerts have all Called FOP the EbP tn b Pwrmdnentl

Frotected. . . S 1( | S . (AT F A
| T ’ b "3 1‘5 ‘!,_‘A"",“‘ "A'a".‘
WAG will)l continue to fiakt  to haue the EPP declared' a Mature Resesruve (o
included in thw &deFEHP HiﬂhtcaP Hational Fark, ' . v
LU | [] . "J{ '.‘j [ B p‘ .f_ i, ",

Fhile MWad is irwvestilating le2al action to Protect the Flatesw it iz horFed
that Folitical actiorn bassed on FPeaceful, rational and informed discussion
will be &1l that 1g neceasanry Lo reach & succezsfiul’ cqncluaiun.

L

In view of the forthcomind State Election’us urse euuﬁinp to consider
carefully their UPte'aa‘the EEP = Fﬁte could well hapg in the balarnce.
- T ;s Y T TR Th ey v

Mhile local residerts hawe an cbligation to lead.the camPaign the Platesu’z
cignificance iz rnow of HMational concerm s t@Fified b the Fuztralian
Conzerwvation Fourndaticmn’s hisk Pricrity o, lizt the BEBP as 3 Hational Faric,
Wice President. Milo Durkkbs. who iz standin® for- thee MHIW UPPer Houwse . made
thiz auite clear inm BrYrom Bay lazst weekend, :

bether WAS follows a'lef@al o Folitical oPtion wour supkPort both moral and

+1nanu1a},1_‘needed.‘§

(ERE 4 i

. E»'!, Lot ;( i ook 1‘ L _’] v i
iy . . .

RO T @ FE LEEL. LY § AT L e e

The initial comcern after blasting was unsuitabdlity of MHilzons Cresk Road
to carry Lo22ind trucks. Be usre also conzefrned that 1o33ina miskt
commence without an Ervironmental InPact Stude. It was imPozsible bo 2
cokFy of the Foreszted Eomm}:slun,s Euuiranmantal Reu1eu.

(1]
oF
o

Im Jure “84 it was discevered from district Forester, Mr Ian Robertson that
he Flora or Fauna studies had been done in the ares. -

Localzs undertook to make obzerwvatliorns. discoverind rare and sndanldsred
shecies of birds ared 2ome wrmsaal flora. MAG desided the area 1as worths
of resegrwation. R Flora Rezerwe Frofosal was presented to Mrs Crosio

‘tMini5teP of Foﬁegtﬁh

From July to ﬁuﬁust Fuzzs Corban undertool studies of the znow lichan
growing on the rock outcrmp a2k the’to?'of the Plateau. It waz fournd to be-
quite uﬂiqun. . y
o \\' Nw.-.‘-," LI I NPV - NS LR r;;;.“lrf b e,
T Audust ‘84 WAG met With Premier Wran and an E. I.J.‘mas Fromized. In
March 7835 Mrz Croslo &ﬂﬂHHHCEd that no: lossihs Wolld commernce far- 4 £ S
YEars dﬁd not bwfore*an E.1.5 had'Uaken Place. & oo ‘ '
e : ‘ tht“_'h ' B 261 SRR I T A ST 11k

In Howuvembear 34 the HZW Dnbudzman vizited the Plateauw ahd his refPort in Feb

‘a7 criticised thi Forestry Cammigsion, For acting withuut hav1nﬂ first
Prep ared dﬁ Elg, .0 ’ ““',A Thoestty vt 0T

A C N
4

BY the June "85 i'l‘ee-‘cirig' bur cbisc€ivd hid'been reached. Fn E.1.S had been
Fromized ard couwncil had woiced their concern sbout the switasbility of the
local roads for lo99ing trucks. » A decislon waz taken to Pursus a Hature
Reserve Frofosal orpthe baziz ofithe Forests zignificance.




HG IMestind =%.de. O (L

. L N ] W+
In February “2%5 the nature Conzervation Cournzil of HEW nominated the

ploatesy for liztin®d on the Realstesr of the Hatural Estate, The Heritalde

Commizzion haz Qiven rotice in the  Government DBazette (Dot 260 of their
interntion to list the area. 1. . i

In "¢ Brraon Shire received submizsions from Rus Corbane. Dawvid Milla@e and
mrz=lf re thse zonin® of the Plateald in their Draft Local Erveicormenls L.
Lren the rlan is Fazetted & waster catchment zomin?d will Prevail ower nmuch
of the arga while 209he will be Fiven a gPaecial scientific zorina., Howsuer
all thiz could be overuled b the recently Sazetted Reldional Ernvironmsent
Flan.

[ KL r' Ny [ »
The EBlackbutt Plate«u hasz sesn marn Prominent wisitors including M- Carr
(Mini:ter for- OLE«PY, Mr Dick Smythe (Director of DLE.P2, Mr Hallam
Courrent Minizter foriForestzd) andiPr Jobn Williaps (Botonist, ULM.EX. T
Hallam’=s wizit has tresulted in recent malntenarce vf the road., an act which
seems to constitute a further breach of theact az there has 2till besen ko
E.1.3. The anly_agtion that will-sstizf¥ WAG iz’ to see the roaxd and slirp
reflanted to trees{and be allowed to return to forest.

I Ak e AESES R T =S CRFDODORESTRY:: IZIZJI"*II"1‘I R o ] o
Elacwbutt Plateau has beer P'rt of Hullum State Forest zincse 1317,

There haz only baeh interezt in the Piateau in the lazt few ¥ears,
f B 4 " + : 4
Since the Mirister’ Sydecizion thgt an EIS tapke Place only maintenance Lork
haz been cartiedjout on the roadiy-yFroblemns are theyhish rainfall and
vandalism. . . . :
t ‘ ¥ '
The Forestry, Commizzicon hazn’t chanded, it»*OPiﬂiOﬁ on the Flatesu. Housver
it will only be logfed after an E13.
’ " Lo , . .
The.ﬂuwwillumbah Marafement Planm includes the future of the Blackbutt
Forest, . .. )

¥ LI -
ELEST IOMS
. G Doess the Forestry, Lommi::1nn recodnize that the BEP has a hidh tourizt
e sQurCE? '
A: We recodnize other ualuea of the forest but You can’t dust baild 2 road
Uk there for {he toarizts, . veo T '

@: MHhat iz the cost of the road? Doe n’t thiz cozt make the exercize

unFrafitable? o o« 4 s Y s
A: The road cost, is. around $88 800, The timber return is around F196 0013
to $200 26G, \_' B A - .

Q: bhat iz the pPractice of Zilwiculturs? L
A: The Faresztry zelects suitable trees arnd marks them. Drly bthese tree:s
are loslaed. .
0 How can You selectively loa?
A: (Ho clear anzwer Jiven before next qQuestion was asked.

- . | B
@: Doszs the Forestry realize thhat Reldrouth Forezt 1z not the same asz MHatiwoes
Farest? .
f1: The Forestry»'g wse of their forests iz for Limber. S-998 ha of native
forest hawe bsen left unlolaed in thiz aresd )
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B How did the Forestes Det awhy wikth buildipd the rosd withoot doind an
g15? Is it twpe'that the ares was looked at for . 1o99ind some. Fears adoe and
zesn to be pot coskt effechive? i SRR S
B: The road uas rnot seen bo b siamificant. Lemaimd of the Blackbutt has
row Become & Pecessity because of the loss of ekher forests to Hational

) F'-E‘.!"l‘ii-'- . 3 4 !!'

1 [] [ T [ 4
Q:  Are ¥You destroving the catchment area of Mul lumbimby 75 water supplx?
A: Water iz beind draived of f the rosd onto undisturbed vedetatian.

' y !
(e Fire ou aware that a road cuts of
water £ lo?
Bt The road is a zhort term meazure anly,

1 . 1
Q: The ares Wiz made stabte forest in 1317 when bhere were ro Hational Fare
or Hature REezerves. If it were 2til)l crown land toda¥ would it be made &
Hatiomal Fark? “ ., o
A: Mo Comment. Az forr the concern for thu 11Lhrn. The Srow lichen SEols O
poacke. Rocks are pot lof9fgd. Besides the lichen iz at leaszt 180m from the
rezarest millable timber. vy y

shzet flow and the banks concentrate

=+

I1t

Wt . !

L]

0 Iz the forestry Prefarind an EIS snd will it be availables for Pk ie
periazal? ‘
R: Mokt »et.

f: Is the Forestry shopt of tieber?

A: We are only loguind off =ach Years Srowth. There is same Frobolem Wi th
mills who don<t like loS@ing =mall trees, There iz 15 608 ha of forezt in
the area. . ‘ .

. . ‘ s ,

O MWhat areg has been Flanted to harduood irm this area that was reot
Previously forest? :

A: There haz been no land Furchased. |

3 . .
R WrY wazte monmeviron an EIS if dtawill not be hiancdred? .
A: The Minizter said he would honour it. |
M How o Yo Know  the culwverts. on Hewvasae Rnad were blocked b wandals?
A It 3 harrenads (o4 |, er e LmEm S ' -

+ |
R: kill tHEPE.bé\anV[bUPnihﬂ after the lod3ina?
A: That’s a recodnised method of s regenenaticon.

ot a " L R

G Are o BLAFE that the lichan on BBEP iz the lardest Khown ares of Coral
CEmowy Lichsn imexisternce arnd that a Pravious larae area in the Gramf ions
in Yictoris was dﬁ’tPOVEd bt rontrolled Eyrning? Ip Forsatry ausre of its .
suzcepbibility te heat?
A: We’re auare of it and will consider it 1 wish to make »ou awars that
the BEF has beesnPreviously lo2ded bg’aym}llcinﬂHug@bnqu.

Lo A RS T P ST
G A HHT L TP .
The BEF i3 a2 Particulanly zreciil area,and any ezploitation Wwill hawe &
serious ervironmental (impPact s

. { -t
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The EEFP comFris abmuf 130 ha of bDlackbutt domirated forest, about S0 b

BE
of mountain heath and the rezt iz wade up of zubtrorical and warm tembsrate
raimforest, with patches of turpentine, tallowood. brushbox, scoribblz>@um and
blaadwocd. . .

The EBElackbutt forest iz an oubstanding examkles and there iz ro ConkParable
forest in the Hatiomal Parks Swstewm.  For zuch a small ares it suffForbz g
1=.

high FProfrortion of rare and endangered,plants and anims
BEF contains at leazt 39 tres snd wndeestory species refarded as rare. zone
found only in the Miatbcap Ran2e. Az well,a Bottlebrush on the Platean mal
2ll turn out to be awnel sPecies., oY 11, .

The Mountairn Heath is redarded as the bhest examPle Krown Srowind on rrolite
soil. OF Particular imPortance are 4 sPecies of tes tree ardd the coral
lichern, The lichen is the most cutztanding in the state and the onls
ooourence gast of the Great Dividing Rande. Mhether the lichen would
suryive the irnsvitable micwaclimateichangea,Queptu‘doﬂgins iz 2 matter of
condecture,

L]

Al=a unldus iz the MHew Ev@lsaand PlaoKbutta cmmplwtmlv different zFeclies Lo
the local blackbutt and the eastern mozt ewxtent of bhis sPeciss.
There is lezz dnformation on animals becauze bthe ForeztrX Commizsicorn has

Froverbted and research takimd rlace on the pPlateau. bhat hazs besn noked i=
the cccurrence of no fewsr thanm 7 sPecies of hirds which sre listed as rate
and endan@ered. Uncommgn o tame mnanmals include the Easztern Pyamy FPossun

and Fozsibly the Parmg®blallsb: :

f'!rn! ..l"l{ | N

[ 1

A Furtherlrnn_ideration‘i_ the Plateau’s value.for scientific resesarchs It
* providesz a reliable base~line lq rmlation.tﬁ the d¥nanic interrelaticnzlirs
2 amon? veldstghion™ COmmunitie~ il yndistunbed, CHmmunltiﬁ;. It alzo Frovides
s control fer the,assessment nf the»e>tant tn Jhich Preum-u._lw 1o830ed
sites differ From natural -and1tionp.,;? ,ﬁ fH- ‘;i‘ j ,
-\ LI fe! r‘r;"‘~ LT S B
Forezts with the characteriztics DﬁﬁthEJEEPtdr-,PdrEr guen than-rainforssts
and shouwld ke declaredinaturs FrESEryES.iat Do oy ey f
. § . .
2: What is inuoluedbin an Ermvirernmental ImpPact Stode?
A: A team would work -An the area, forgaround .5 months. , There need be no
. damaze toithe erwvironment.. (XTS Y Y38 AN 7 FYRE o S BEPYOE W CH B
‘ - NG 2 . T L T
. [lan Robertzor: Public sccezs wouldbesazbroblem for PecPle inwvolued in
scientific study but the Forestry Commiszion would not oPPosze it.]
R Can an EIS bm\riu?ed” Fhs et by kv s phte
A Yes but in this,situstion it would.be under, such)scrutiny that it would .
be unlikely. TR Y R tpoad $im0e P NTE
. ERNT . . .
e OOl Fbd Skl I RES OQEJLJI‘-JI"_“.IL_..L_IIIRZ‘:-
Loral Plarning should be a+ 7 local lewvel with Public irPut. This is
exactly  what B¥ron Shire Maz done with its Draft Shire Plan. One Prime
obhigztive of the Plan 45 to s2ee that'uater zatchment, areas are Presersed,
For thiz reszon the BEP haz beern zoned. "water catochment' evern thouwdh
forestry larnd is wsuwally zored 1F
T ' '
LB 1
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‘AR indefPendent Fublic Hearing agresedt that tthe ares should be zoned “uwater

catotment. A (TR T oY SEET T ST B T

The Plarmingd FAcminizterator bas O.K'd the 'Plan and alzo took into acoount
that the ares Fas valwe a2z 3 Scientific Zone.

K , A Rt reg Lt - .
The Plan is row in the handzs of the ministar awaiting Qazettal.
Mfortunately 3 Refional Plan hes also been Fukrlishedsond on this 211
Foreztry lard is desiarnated 1IF. The fear 1z that the local Plan uiﬂl (g Ta]B)
be charged to asree with the Redional Plan, ’ .

Thers iz need foro Protest.

@ Iz the Scientific Zone menticred the whole area or Just ths top section®
A: The show lichen srd the buffer ares around it,

0 Can’t Local Plans be inconsistent with ReRional Planzs as lon3d as they
car be dutified? ' LA ‘
A: Yes as lon3d as they can be Jushtified. '

B I+ e Losa) Erviconment Flam kesks the Sciemtitic abwd Habter Catchiment
clazificaticorn would it be bhinding?
FA: Farestry would need bo 2zt Permission from Coancil.

Llan Rokbertzorn: Theafaregtrw Commizsion i3 opPosed Lo any classificaticn
ather than IF on their land.)

-

FOSETTER LIS RSy < YV oaEd X oam I DT R e

There iz & gonoentration on tourizk depvelorment in this area, exanrles

beinma the comflex south of Kinssecliff and the urgrading of Ballina’s
RirPort to det standard. Furthers tnterest In the sres can be zesn from b
Fact that the Main Boads Eosrd has agikked the Tourist Conmiszsion ihts needs
fer- raxds in the redion. AL Present a Joint ztudy on Tourizm is Laking
Flace betwsen Evron Shire and the Touridst Commizsion for a cost of  arcured
20 Q9a,

' [

If we e 2oirmd o have towrsism it ahould be ol our Lerms. M1l wriditue
ateas should be Prezervesd Particalarly the Fh Wearndios Calders. Jetuga ) en

' Mourtaxin and the Blackbutt Flaiteau are the lazt limk in that chain. Loalaed

aress detract from the ratural resource and have s nefative effaecht on
tourizts.

’ H .
There iz ro neesd for a road all the way to an attraction, For some Peokle
Just looking at the area from s di;tnn:e and Enowing that there 1= '
something uniiue about it e.3. the'snow lichen. iz enou3ah.
Tourizt uehiclestmill no st ol rﬂgdn tn the é<tpn+ thbt lo9airg bruacks
will., s lal . cod . ? .

G Are Hou Vﬁuping a'book of comments BY tourizts?
A Yes. - v e -y ir' LIRS T B .t

G How do Yo think logsinﬂ truacks will handle the roads You travel on?

A: There iz cornzerh. Nilcmn_ Creek is rot arProfriate,

y e
.v»l-" :
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There haz beern a radical reformation in the Hational Farty on the
erpsironment and We sUPPort Lhe umvernment nn the Nildwrnpaq Mot

T SR '

O lodadind “bMe will met lod in Haticnal FParks and Hature Reseruei.”

I”m infPrezsed with Your arsumsntse on BEP aud quqsest you brind FPrezswure to
bear on Politiclans.

bherever we oo log 1t 1z dmPrortant be roflant el sewbere, I zuodest a bax
iy imPorted timber to fund the 9rowing of 3nft hdrdwnmd atvd hardeezced
forests, .

blhen elected the Maticnal Party will reviww Planning and zurrort Local
Flarming. '

I will do ewvervthing in e Power to make sure the Blackbutt Flate:w will be
mads a Hature Reserus. :

=AY SRR u[:-E—mr'u::-raHT-"" — Lo I =PI ES
(Refrzzentirnd Snow Lrﬁun - [Fallima Electorate.

I dmPrezzed with Your acticnm arct am surPrised at how imPerzonal
- ) .

Govvertmernits can be,

Urilike the maior Partiesz the Damocrats do not take donations from Moodckie
Comf anies.
e re with »ou «11 the wax ard I 11 contact Elizabeth Kirbkd on @ows behslf.
Indererdasnts could hold the balance of Power with the Denocratz af ber Lhe
electionsa aﬂd Wwa 1l "keer the bastards honsbt, | S

. K ti. P
IMEW“FbF“' 3= L Ty
DOM EECK: Dues to & Previous commitment I carmot be with #au tonisnt,

\
TOM FIDOHEY  Im o well sware of the situation armd when elected will
immediately work towards having the BEP dzclared a rature rezerve.
SMadbd YRR L -l CZOAFUSETT E S AT L
Beause of the uniduemess  of bhe ares Yo haowe ol SUPPorh. The state
by has takern action sod will comtirue o do s, It iz imPortant to hooos
S it e Joandidates in the wRer house to KeeP all fFartiss. imcluding
the Dwracrats horeat.

FE-AL AT X BRIl CE L B P e 1, B0

It7s becausze of the effortz of indiuviduals that we have comssruation in
thiz stakte. It7a & shame that Goverrments don<t do the same. [ surfort
#*ou all and BEACON will conbinue this surport. Don’t 9ive ur, don’t be
fooled and don't be getisfied with an EIS.) If Mesded "I will still stand
in front of the bulldozersz even if 1 cannot see them". : .

There followsd some further Aussticrne of lam Robertsorm mostly EOETE L s
the irmaccuracy of some of the Forestry Cammib_ iorn7z data o rainfall.

+
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PIC31"1'VTHI%5— Muuad arcl carpied.

Thiz Heetinﬂ3

‘e

E
1. Condemrmz the Forestry Conmission §or iQHOFIHB the onbudsmans refort.
pe . I SR B \
2. ExFreszes zerlouz comcern that the Minlﬁter for Foreszts, Mre Hallam. bas
o pothing bk Protect the Fnrnstry Commigsion”s 1029in3 road rather thar
acting to FPro

tast the intedw1+v of the Bl«chbutt Platuau

3. Conztratulates B.ron Shire Louncil ‘for' recommendind enviranmsrital
Frotection zones aver the Blackbutt Plateau ane exfresses its concern that
these zones max be eroded b the Morth Coazt Ervirormerts) Plan.

4. Reduzzts the Minddter for srvirorment and Plarnind. sz the mitister
resfomsibles act'with urdency to create a Mature Reseruye at Blackbubtt
Platsau a=z an extenzion of the Hishtecar Hational ParK.

. Authorizes the chalrPerson and the Nilsonﬂ UPEEH Rction Grour to is=zue
media statements to refort thiz mesting ard the motions carried here
tonight., - b, :

ta - P . | S

€. Authorize WAG o write to e Care redussting that the Scisntific Zore
arwd Mater Catochment Zonss in bthe Draft Bsron Ercironmenbzal Plas.s TSsEE
the BEP. remainm unaltored when ﬂazett@d"q- ,

7o MWrite to Brron hlﬁy Conaresi L w3l the Cowrcil o iushify ta e LA
the 1rrr"nr'a_1_ter|r-x# l-Ji-th the F"E"—"ltshd.l Plar. ’

. Reduest that the Foresztry Commission amd Esron Shire Cowrzil 1i.
the future of the Blackbuhtt Flateay as soon faz Fozsszible a2rd that Bxron
Ehire Courncil make the feslings of this mestind Krowr.

The chalrrerson stressed the inPortance of Putting Pen to Faker and weitind
to My Carr wur2ing the adortion of the Local Pli rather thar bR Feaiomal
Plah.\ P T ) -

M clozsinad the mesting tho

5 nt were thanked for their attendarce wnd
Mr Robkertzom was tharked f

B Fresorn
o his beravers in attending the meeting.




BLACKBUTT
PLATEAU

The State election is looming so its time to
get the candidates on récord regarding old
growth forests. We mean on record. There is
na purpese’ in having Don Page {our local
incumbent National Party member for Ballina)
again stand up before a packed meeting at
Wilsons Creek Hall a3 he did a week before
the last election and agrees to a Nature
Reserve for the Blackbutt Plateau - then
disappear into silence and inaction. Perhaps
inaction is the wrong, word. Let's have a look
at what Mr Page and his coalition colleagues
have been up to.

1. BLACKBUTT PLATEAU

The Plateau is

the most significaﬁt old

growth forest at =risk 4in the Ballina
electorate. Wilsons Creek Action Group (WAG)
for ten years has lobbied for a Nature

Reserve and presented submissions to a myriad

©of Government Departments and Publie
Inquiries.
Meanwhile the: Forestry Commission has

maintained its intent to log and the access

read they illegally dynamited - Nevasae Road

- continues to degrade the escarpment and
wash into the Byron Shire water catchment. If
the Greiner government policy towards eold
growth forests generally is to be our guide
then the residents have good reason
concern, :

2. BEYOND THE BLACKBUTT

Beyond the Blackbuttt Plateau there are ' a

number of old growth forests at risk. The
North East Forest Alliance (NEFA)} is the main
body for coordinating action to protect these
last remnants. WAG is an active supporter of
NEFA and thinks it imperative to bring to the
attention of the Ballina electorate those
areas under threat and what Mr Page's
attitude has been. These areas include:-

for

i)

. id)

" At Dorrigo,

THE BATTLE TO
SAVE AN OLD
GROWTH FOREST

CHAELUNDI STATE FOREST

At Chaelundi near Grafton, the Commission
is about to destroy an area of outstanding
tallow wood and blue gum old growth
forest. Here the highest known density of
gliders has been recorded, together with
rare and endangered species of owls. While
NEFA explores every possible legal avenue
of preventing this exploitation,
protesters are blockading access roads. As
this newsletter is printed, people are
urgently needed to participate in this
non-violent action. Contact NEFAR through
the Big'Scrub Environment Centre 213278 or -
the Byron Environment Centre 857066 for
details of how to get there, or with other
offers of assistance.

NORTH WASHPOOL

Th;s is the largest unlogged rainforest in
NSW - 7000 ha. In 1990 the Greiner
government ignored advice from National
Parks and Wildlife and decided to commence
logging. Here as a result of NEFA action,
the Commission has agreed to undertake
rehabilitation work in.an area which was
illégally logged.

i1i) WOODCHIPPING IN NORTH

COAST '
FORESTS '
North Coasat mills proddce 240,000 tonnes
of woodchip annually. The recent
applications for retrospective approval of
illegally construced wood chip mills at
Tea Gardens and Grafton have uncovered a
secretive and ugly industry.

iv)} ILLEGAL LOGGING CONTINUES

A few recent examples NEFA is
investigating. At Copmanhurst 1000 ha of
Crown land has been illegally logged. The
Forestry Comission is now following this.
up.

Antarctic Beech forest was
illegally ' logged for pallet timber.

National Parks and Wildlife Service is
inveatigating this one. On the mid north
coast, cabbage tree palms illegally felled
for oyster racks - the contractors licence ’
has been suspended. '



MR PAGES ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD.

Whilst Mr Page continues to support his
National Party hacks in their systematic
plunder of our old growth forests he has
avoided the responsible option of major
reforestation.

In his own electorate Mr Pages abysmal
environmental record is characterised by
insincerity and deafening silence. Thanks
to ICAC we know about the Naticnal Partys
belief in fasat tracking development
approvals. Mr Pages discredited record
includes :- :

Sandmining:

He wrote to Ballina Council éuppotting
‘mining. ’

Evans Head:

Residents objected to residential and
tourist development which threatened
koala habitat, mangroves and woodlands.
“"Iron Gates™ was approved despite
environmental problems of relevance to
the State government. Page remained
silent . -

Lennox Head:

New reaidential development has
desecrated a spectacular coastline, The
approval of "Headlands Estate”™
conflicted with State directives. Page
said nothing. The coastal policy
released soon after declared that
headlands should remain undeveloped.

High Risea for Ballina:

Plans for 6 and 7 storey buildings
breach height limits. Detailed
consideration and special advertising
are required, but State government
controls have not been enforced.
Silence from Mr Page,

Ballinas North Creek Bridge

Again, no comment from Mr Page on a
proposal which raiases serious
environmental concerns and affects
Aboriginal sites.

In conclusion, rather than openly
promoting massive developmemt proposals,
the National Party presides over a more
subtle strategy. With the relevant
Government Departments ordered into the
sidelines and local councils -riding
roughshod over State government contrgls,
the pillage of the coastline continues
unhindered. '

Real estates

agents, financial

- institutions, engineers and earthmoving

contractors. are the backbone of the far-
north coast development industry. They are
the National Partys most loyal supporters
and the social and environmental costs are
ignored while the red tape is slashed for
their benefit. ‘

WHAT NEXT? THE ELECTION......

' There are so. many environmental iasues

that need to be urgently addressed and
residents will campaign to have forestry
issues (particularly the future of our old
growth forests) rightly placed on the
political agenda for the coming election.

WAG PRE - ELECTION MEETING

WILSONS CREEK HALL

Wednesday 1 May 7.30 pm

to organise campaign strategy and plan forest fundraiser. We appeal
to all environmentally concerned persons to. attend so we can send a
clear message to government that their actions and inactions will

have repurcussions come polling day.

Wilsons Creek Action Group, PO Box 325, Mullumbimby 2482 Ph

066-840152, 840133

[omcg/‘//' /5/ ch7 W//SOVUIC/( el d



'Road should be.
closed: Engineer

An independent engineer has recommended that the
NSW Forestry Commission’s access road to the
Blackbutt Plateau, west of Mullumbimby, be closed
and rehabilitated. :

This follows massive landslides and rockfalls along
Nevasae Road.’ :

The engineer, Mr Russell Corben, was commis-
sioned by the Wilsons Creek Action Group (WAG) to
carry out an independent investigation into the
forestry roading operation,

A spokesman from WAG said the road had been
constructed in 1984 and had collapsed in the first wet
season. : o

Mr Corben’s report found that there had been
inadequate expert engineering input into the road
construction project.

He said that the grade of the road was significant-
ly greater than the maximum stipulated in the Forest-
ry Commission’s own environmental review.

He said that attempts to reopen Nevasae Road
could not be guaranteed, as further slips were inevita-
ble and erosion would continue.

The WAG spokesman said the group had called on
the commission to abandon its ‘Daintree-type® road-
ing operation in the light of Mr Corben’s assessment,
and to immediately move ‘to rehabilitate the road.

@ Right: One of the iockfalls blocking Nevasae
Réad.
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& “BOOMERANG BINS . :
" If you can lend a bin,preferably steel,ring AUS’I’RALIAN

291385 or 221871, DEMOCRATS#
- 9 S

i

SOME REASONS FOR VOTING FOR TEE AUSTRALIAN DEMOCRATS ~ 3

This newsletter has be:n printed it wdmiew on 100% re-cycled paper,

LRy -

N ’ X
,,*,Q‘H B 3 Um N

Australia's established environment party with 600 parliamentary
actions to save our environment over 12 years.

Have made the Senate a true House of Review. 25% of all Democrat
amendments have been included in legislation during the Hawke terms,
All other legislation inflpenéed by the Democrats who hold the

balance of power. Remember what happened in Queensland without an
upper House of Revieﬁ. .

An *ndependent party not compromised by seeking or rece¢74ng laige
donations from big unions,woodchip companies,fast-track developers,
uranium and tobacco interests. Democrat bill to ban tobacco advertis=-
ing in the print media has recently become law,

Not a single issué party. 'Power is about saving trees but also about
saving homeless children.(Senator Janine Haines). Democrats have taken
part in every debate over the last 12 years, Enquire about our policies

L ]
on all issues. !

Believe in & Non-nuclear future for Australia,in the promotion of
renewable'sources of: energy,an economy that is envirommentally
sustalnable and a just and fair society,
Are seeking stricter limits on foreign ownership of Australian
resources. Did you know that both the major parties opposed our bill
for the keeping of a register of all foreign ownership?
Are poised to enter the House of Répresentatives where no one has
been on the cross benches for over 4O years.

If you decide to VOTE DEMOCRAT s 8also consider making a donation
to the campaign or attending the barbecue or offering to he}p onigggé
election day. We need your support, . . »%
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wellings smith and yrnes

CURRICULUM VITAE

Jennifer Ann DENNIS (nee THORNE)

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS

1979

Bachelor of Town Planning (Hons)
University of NSW.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

1976-77

1977-78

1978-80

1980

" Student Planner with Milton Keynes Develbpment Corporation

(UK). Part of a team of planners undertaking a household survey of
newcomers to the "New Town", the results of which were compiled in
the publication "Seven Years On'". ’

Student Planner with the Bathurst-Orange Development Corporation
(3 months).

Area Planning Assistant in the Town Planning Department of
Woollahra Municipal Council. Mainly advised on proposed
development, processed development applications and prepared
submissions for the former Local Government Appeals Tribunal.

Planner, Wellings Smith and Byrnes - prepares submissions for the
Land and Environment Court and is involved with the preparation of
statements of Environmental Effects and Environmental Impact
Statements. Also involved with the preparation of development
applications and rezoning submissions.

3



Information your Group has collected relating to the flora and
fauna of the Blackbutt Plateau area will be valuable in forest
management planning. I can assure you that your efforts will
not be wasted and that your concerns are appreciated. The area
‘of Snow Lichen you mention has been accorded special L
recognition and protection in the Forestry Commission's
Preferred Management Priority Classification. Further ., e
consideration will be given to a Flora Reserve over the Snow
Lichen sites, which T hardly need to remind you are, by their
nature, not proposed for logging. "

There will, of course, be no general purpose logging of
rainforest, which will add assurance of the long-term -
conservation of the species to which Your Group has made ™
special mention. :

I am confident that the natural environmental and associated
values of Blackbutt Plateau area will continue to be e
maintained. : -"'5,'

While there are no immediate plans for the harvesting of .
hardwood timber from the area, I understand that Nevasae Road,
which gives access to the Blackbutt Plateau, requires urgent
maintenance and I have asked the Forestry Commission to attend
to this.. .

"Thank you for your invitation to visit this rpart of Nullum

State Forest. I am unable at the moment to program such a.trip.

.but will certainly keep it in mind for the future.

Yours sincerely,

o Ll

IAN CAUSLEY, M.P.)
MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESQURCES.
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23-33 BRIDGE STREET
NEW SOUTH WALES SYDNEY 2000

MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES
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- 11 N0V 1988 -

Mr. R. Moloney, . . (.-n44;-b;_q1,
Wilsons Creek Action Group, ‘ AR s

P.QO. Box 325, Lokl

MULLUMBUNBY. N.S.W. 2482 294.

Ui

Dear Mr. Moloney,

I refer to your letter of 13th September, 1988, accompanied by -
the document outlining a Proposal for a Nature Reserve covering
parts of Nullum State Forest within Murwillumbah Management

Area.

In accordance with the Government's attitude, which has been
publicly aired on a number of occasions in recent times, I am
not prepared to support further revocations of State Forest
where significant timber resources are at stake.

The section of Nullum State Forest of interest to your Group
forms part of the alternate hardwood resource specifically
identified and guaranteed by the former Government as part of
its 1982 Rainforest decision. It will continue to be managed
for multiple purposes, including timber production and the
‘maintenance of environmental and landscape values.

In relation to your proposal document, it is worth noting that
scientific research, especially species occurrence surveys, is
continually revealing the presence of so-c¢alled endangered

. 8species of plants and animals, particularly within State
Forests. Many areas that are National Parks, largely as a
consequence of such investigation, were once State Forests and
therefore were subject to timber harvesting over many vears.

In itself this is clear evidence that forest management has not
and does not place floral and faunal values at risk. Direct
support of this contention can be found in the forests of
Border Ranges and Nightcap National Parks. The latter contains
blackbutt stands which are obviously geographically close to
Blackbutt Plateau.



Wilsons Creek Action Group,
PO Box 325,

Mullumbimby. 2482.

28 November, 1988.

Mr I C Causley, MP,

Minister for Natural Resources,
23-33 Bridge Street,

Sydoney. 2000.

Dear Mr Causley,
Thankyou for your letter of 11 November, 1988.

The Wilsons Creek Action Group cannot accept your decision to
reject our proposal to have the Blackbutt Plateau declared a Nature
Reserve, and is disturbed to hear of your plans to have maintenance
works carried out on Nevasae Road. . -

Accordingly, we call on you to reconsider this request, and to
close and rehabilitate Nevasae Rd.

We have established a scientific case for the reservation of the
Blackbutt Plateau in our Nature Reserve Proposal document. In
addition no economic case for the logging operation can be made
wvhen the costs of roading are weighed against the income derived
from royalties, and the environmental effects of such a roading
operation, already very considerable, must be added on the debit
side. The unsuitability of the narrow and winding Wilsons Creek
Road for heavy +traffic, particularly, which suffered a major
landslip 1in the 1last floods, 1is in itself sufficient reason to
discount any possibility of a logging operation.

Qur ¢droup has had no recent correspondence with government
authorities on the subject of Nevasae Road, but since YOu now raise
the subject we are impellied to state our position. The “"road" (the
construction of which you will recall was found by the Ombudsman to
have been carried out illegally) traverses a cliff face in rhyolite
country in a very high rain fall area and has been subject to
numerous landslips since. Further damage is imminent and inevitahle
during the next wet season as unstable rock masses lie above the
"road”. Economic and environmental costs (this is a water catchment
area) of working on the "road” will be enormous and stabilisation
1s almost certainly impossible. The fact that you have instructed
that the "road” be maintained suggests that you have not been fully
informed of the degree of the problem. (We know that the 1local
forestry workers are very embarrassed about the "road”. )

Further, since the initial “road” siting and construction works
were carried out with such incompetence we must doubt the ability
of the Commission and its contractors to carry out works which
wight be necessary in the future. The obvious course of action is
to close the "road”. It would be necessary to rehabilitate the road
itself and stabilise the slips.

Your letter mokes several comments on our Nature Reserve Proposal
which demonstrate the narrow point of view taken by the Commission



in relation to environmental values. We have set out some points
below which illustrate 'inaccuracies and irrelevancies in some of
your statements.

PARA 2&3 It is doubtful that the Blackbutt Plateau is a
significant timber resource. No account of the ecological value and
unique characteristics of the forest was taken into account when
this area was guaranteed by the former government. The nature of
the forest, its scientific importance as a largely undisturbed
reference area and the diversity of habitats in a very small area
had been largely unknown or unappreciated until our group initiated
its investigations. In any case the 1982 Rainforest decision 1is
neither here nor there when all ardguments against logging the area
are weighed against it. ’

“Environmental and landscape values”, by anyone’s definition, will
obviously be severely compromised by the logging operation which is
envisaged.

PARA 4 : Your reference to “"so-called endangered species” could
be regarded as denigrating the work carried out by the Natiocnal.
Parks and Wildlife Service, under your government as well as
previous ones, in drawing up the schedules on which the
classifications are based. Of the nine species of plants so
classified, only one is considered to be adequately conserved in
existing reserves (Briggs, J. and Leigh, J. 1988. Rare or
Threatened Australian Plants. A.G.P.S. Canberra.) The fact that
further occurrences of such species are being revealed in State
forests and Naticnal Parks makes it imperative that management
properly identifies and conserves these species. Thelr presence is
not evidence that "forest management does not place floral and
faunal values at risk"”, as you suggest. Cumulative effects of
forestry practices may take long periods to manifest and impacts
due +to technologdy are more extensive nowadays. Some of the species
of concern are dependant on mature forest e g Powerful Owl. At
least 200 years 1is required for Blackbutt to form large hollows
sultable for wildlife, and removal of old forest trees will cause
local displacement and possibly local extinction of species which
depend on them.

PARA 4 also : Your reference to other Blackbutt stands 1s not of
relevance as these are small areas which have mostly been heavily

logged in the past. In no way can they be regarded as comparable to
the Blackbutt Plateau.

PARA 5 : The Wilsons Creek Action Group is pleased to be of service
in working towards sound environmental management, but must ask
where the Government’s responsibilities lie in this regard. A group
of voluntary workers has put a great deal of +time, effort and
expertise 1into carrying out base-line scientific investigations
which should have been carried out before the first attempt at
logging the Plateau was made.

PARA 5 also : We have no comment on your assurance that the
Commission will not log the snow lichen. Cur concern in this regard
is for +the effect of adjacent logging and associated activities
(including burning) on the microclimate of this fragile and special
commpunity.

PARA 6 : You give no assurance of complete protection for the



rainforest communities of the Plateau, having not ruled out the
possibility of special purpose logging and inevitable damage when
snlgding trails etc are 'cut. through the forest. Longterm and
incremental damage to the rainforest is virtually inevitable if the
hardwoods ad jacent are logged.

PARA 7 : We unfortunately cannot share your confidence +that the
natural and environmental values of the Blackbutt Plateau can be
maintained if logging or roading operations proceed.

We can best conclude by pointing ocut that the Blackbutt forest and
its associated communities exist in their present undisturbed state
as a result of their isolation and inaccessability, +that this
isolation makes it economically and environmentally not feasible to
gain access and remove the small amount of usable timber, and +that
the best solution will be +to 1leave the area isolated and
undisturbed.

There is NO good reason NOT to declare the Blackbutt Plateau a
Nature Reserve.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Riordan
Wilsons Creek Action Group.

AR

s



BLASTING ON THE BLACKBUTT

a WAG update with

election info
T%w—nrJ Owl  Ninox ghrwna

Recent WAG activities

Since the highly successful John Williamson concert in August, WAG
has actively continued the campaign to have the Blackbutt Plateau
declared a '‘Nature Reserve, and to have Nevasae Road closed and
rehabilitated. ’

Now the Forestry Commission has announced plans to resume blasting
on Blackbutt Plateau. : -

Wefhave continued to challenge the Blackbutt Platedu logging proposal
on environmental and economic grounds, but are told that this will be
investigated in the process of the EIS. Preliminary work on the EIS
has begun and we will be closely monitoring its content and progress.
But without waiting for the EIS, Mr Causley is actually proposing to
blast the cliff face overhanging Nevasae Road!!!

We have also made a submission to the Coastal Development Inquiry
being conducted by the Standing Committee on State Development. This

highlights Forestry Commission mismanagement of Blackbutt Plateau and
its relevance to our coastal environment.

WAG joins NEFA

Recently WAG joined the North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) in their

.effort to stop logging of old growth forests such as the

Blackbutt Plateau. NEFA consists of many resident action groups from -
northern NSW. Together with -the Rainforest Information Centre they
are campaigning for:-

i) immediate and full protection of rainforests, old growth
forests and others of high conservation value.

ii) suspension of all férestry acivity in those areas while they
are .under investigation

iii) restructuring of the forest industry

iv) an end to export woodchipping , and no large scale kraft
paper mills

v) ban on import of rainforest timbers



NEFA is plannlng a series 'of actions on the North Coast in the lmmedlate
future to highlight forestry mismanagement.

In Murwillumbah, on Friday 16 March, there will be an action as part of a
National Day of Protest against Forestry Mismanagement. This will
-be organised by NEFA to demonstrate against Forestry Commission plans for
Blackbutt Plateau. So come to the Murwillumbah Forestry Commission office
on Friday at 11 am. (Half an hour of your time would be invaluable for the
forests.) '

any time you have ideas, time or feel committed to helping the forests,
please ring NEFA on 218505 or 221649. Get behind NEFA and help us bring
sanity to forest management before it's too late.

We need to push trivia off the agenda and make sure that we focus on these
issues in the run up to the election.

"VOTE FOR THE FORESTS"
"Don't walt until polling day.

The Blackbutt Plateau is maihly a State government -responsibility, and:
over, the past six vyears we have dealt with both Labour and
Liberal/National Party ministerxrs. We are all dissatisfied with the
environmental management practised by State government agencies and so
must use the forthcoming elections to demand that the Federal government
makes full use of its powers to act on environmental matters, and takes
steps to extend those powers.

It is on thie score that WAG recommends a "Vote for the Forests”™

The Green Alliance candidate for the Senate Ian Cohen has shown over the
cyears his total commitment to the environment and led the way when "green"
issues were not on the media agenda.

"In the House of Representatives, Helen Caldicott has the obvious
credentlals .to give better representation for the forests than our
"National Party lncumbent Charles Blunt.

After years of National Party neglect we have the opportunit& to elect a
green independent who can represent the community's -wishes.

The local election

The Byron Shire Council has long supported the initiatives of WAG to make
the Blackbutt Plateau a Nature Reserve. Cr Ian Kingston has proved
‘himself a friend of the Blackbutt Plateau and would certainly be of
benefit to the forest in a presrdentlal role.

Beware - there are 'a numbef of other candidates ‘who have shown little
interest in the environment and certainly no 1nterest in forest issues. Be
careful in making your decision. ’

Act now - for the foraests

Worldwide, the biological foundations of complex life are under severe
attack. The problem is so grave that David Suzuki believes that less
than ten years remains before_damage'to the life support systems of the
Earth reaches the point of no return. These elections and the "Vote for
the Forests" campaign are our opportunities to begin to solve these
problems on a local and national scale.

Wilsons Creek Action Group PC Box . 325, Mullumbimby 2482 Ph 056 840152

Printad on 100% unbleachad, recycled paper - Copysman.
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23-33 BRIDGE STREET

, NEW SOUTH WALES SYDNEY 20CC

MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESODURCES

Mr. Don Bage, M.P.,

Member for Ballina, : x

P.0. Box 526, . _ : idJiL w8
BALLINA. N.S.W. 2478 294. '

Near Mr. Page, L
I refer agéin to your letter of 16th May, 1988, regardihg
Blackbutt Plateau in Nullum State Forest. '

Bvron Shire unnCLI wrote, also in May, seek?ﬁ§=66ns$ﬁévation~m“
o8> proposal™®or "the creation of a nature reserve at

Blackbutt Plateau as an extension of the Nightcap National
Park". 2 copy-oF my reply to that letter is herewith.

Your letter raises the guestion of national environmental

'51gn1f1cance _of .Blackbutt-rlatéau. From an ecologic¢al . ..
.standpoaint it is theoretically EOSSLng:Iﬁ:EEEﬁillsh that any

point oo the | Ea;;h'é surface has unigue natural
characteristics. Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis) is one of
the most common tree species on the east coast of Australia,
occurring from the Victorian border well north into

Queensland. Stands are protected already in National Parks and
State Forests in a variety of reserves. Even so, for Blackbutt

.Plateau, no doubt some form of scientific evidence could be.

dredged up which might be presented in support of uniqueness
and even, ultimately, "national significance." At this stage,
a comprehensive case has not been made and adequately tested in
respect of Blackbutt Plateau and, in any event, the current
status of management £cr the area is ensuring that
environmental values are not under any threat.

P

It is worth notlng that scientific research, especially species
occurrence surveys, is continually revealing the presence of
so-called endangered-species of plants and animals,
particularly within State Forests. Many areas that are

. National Parks, largely as a conseguence of such investigation,

were once State Forests (and subjected to timber harvesting
over many yvears). In itself this is clear evidence that forest
management has not and does not place floral and faunal values
at risk. Direct support of this contention can be found in the
forests of Border Ranges and Nightcap National Parks: The

" latter contains blackbutt stands which- are obviously

geographically quite close to Blackbutt Plateau.



_,. Conservation requirements and community interests are

-~ 8 Bidequately catered for under the present State Forest

Manggement regime.

Yours sincerely,

éc«—m chdu

IAN CAUSLEY, M.P.S - '
MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES.

P

being



In reply please guote:
11157/KB

Mr Andrew Steed,

Acting Secretary,

Beacon,

Byron Environmental and
Conservation Organisation,
PO Box 445,

BYRON BAY, N.S.W., 2481,

BLACHBLTT

NEW SOUTH WALES

Minister
for the Environment

Level 9 Legal & General House
8 - 18 Bent Street
Sydney N.S.W. 2000
Tel: 221 6477
Fax: 233 7195

2 2 MAR 1989

Dear Mr Steed,

I refer to your letter of 7 march 1989, concerning the
future of Blackbutt Plateau in Nullum Staze Fcrest.

In September last year, I met with the Wilsons Creek Action
Group. During this meeting I was given a subrission for a
proposed nature reserve in the Blackbutt Plateau - Mt
Jerusalem area. I indicated to the Action Grcup, that as
the proposal was within State Forest it would not be
approporiate for me, in the first instance, to seek to
reference the matter to the Director of National Parks and

*Wildlife but that I would contact my colleague, the Hon Ian
. Causley, MP, Minister for Natural Resources, seeking his

response to the Action Group's submission.

Mr Causley has now informed me that he will not consider
further revocation of State Forest in the Murwillumbah
Forest Management Area. Accordingly, I see no reason to
formally refer the proposal to the Director of National
Parks and Wildlife, although, I have forwarded him copies of
the submission and relevant correspondence for his
information and noting.

Should you wish to pursue the matter further I would suggest
you contact Mr Don Page, MP, Member for Bezllina who has
expressed@ a strong interest in this proposal, or Mr Causley
as the Minister is responsible for State Forests. I
understand that they are to inspect the area in the near
future with the Action Committee, however.

Yours sincerely,

TIM MOORE
Minister for the Environment

Blue Gum Forest
Blue Mountains National Park



- BLACKBOTT £

PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY .
Electorate Office
Suite 4, 1st Floor

MEMBER FOR BALLINA 160 River Street
Ballina 2478
Tel. (066) 86 7522

MAIL: P.O. Box 526

Ballina 2478

DP:CS 9 March, 1989

Mr. A. Steed,
Acting Secretary,
BEACON,

P.0O. Box 445,

BYRON BAY. 2481

Dear Mr. Steed,

Thank you for your letter of 1lst March regarding the Nevasae Road
and Blackbutt Plateau.

I can inform BEACON that the Minister for Natural Resources, Hon.
Ian Causley, has agreed to visit the Blackbutt Plateau at a date
to be determined, probably in late April or May. I will be
accompanying the Minister as will two members of the Wilsons
Creek Action Group and employees of the Forestry Commission.

The purpose of the visit is to assess the validity of claims made
by Wilsons Creek Action Group and others in relation to
nomination of the Blackbutt Plateau as a nature reserve.

Yours faithfully,

J
“gr—

bon Page, M.P.
MEMBER FOR BALLINA




BLACKBOTT

23-33 BRIDGE STREET
NEW SOUTH WALES SYDNEY 2000

MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESQURCES

F.1036

i 0 MAR 1983

Mr. Andrew Steed,
Acting Secretary,
BEACON,

P.0O. Box 445,
BYRON BAY 2481

Dear Mr. Steed,
RE: THE BLACKBUTT PLATEAU NATURE RESERVE

The Minister has asked me to acknowledge receipt of your recent
letter regarding the above. '

The comments have been noted and Mr. Causley will be in touch with
you as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely,

LANL A

NOEL MERCER
Executive Officer



.Soil Conservation Service

. . P.0. Box 376,
CASINO. N.S.W. 2490

Telephone: (066) 624477

. . 15th March, 1989

Contact: M. Stanton-Cook
Mr. Andrew Steed,
Acting Secretary,

BEACON, Your reference: Letter of 1/3/89
P.0O. Box 445,
BYRON BAY.

Our reference: 245

Dear Sir,

The two erosion problems mentioned in your letter, 'Nevasae Road'
and Batson's Quarry, are not in my district but in the Murwillumbah
District. .

I believe that a similar letter was sent to Bruce Hungerford, District
Soil Conservationist, Murwillumbah, who will be responsible for your

letter. ;

.’v

b

! 5 3
Thanking you for your concern and interest in the above erosion matter}

Yours faithfully,

..............

M. Stanton-Cook, .
District Soil Conservationist, .
CASINO.

- e D ~ ...,':_,.._,.' -



BlAckBOTT
ROUS COUNTY COUNCIL

ROCKY CREEK WATER SUPPLY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 56 CARRINGTON STREET, LISMORE, P.O. BOX 230, 2480, PHONE (0B6) 21 8055

YOUR REFERENCE: " : FAX (066) 22 1181
OUR REFERENCE: PGO'S/EW (27363/7681) DX 7652 LISMORE
CONTACT: Mr P. 0'Sullivan

30th March 1989

The Secretary,

Byron Environmental and
Conservation Organisation,
PO Box 445,

BYRON BAY NSW 2481

Dear Sir,

Your letter of the lst March 1989 was tabled at Council's last meeting, at
which time a decision was made to refer the points made in your letter to
the responsible authority, the Forestry Commission of New South Wales.

Water quality is an ‘important issue for this Council, but it should be
remembered that the proposed -source of water at Federal will become a
treated/filtered supply, and from a technical point of view the extent of
turbidity is relative to the design of the treatment plant. This project
is quite some years off and Council will itself investigate all factors
affecting water quality in due course.

Accordingly, Council is not disposed to accede to your request for support
prior to undertaking its own assessment of the situation.

Yours faithfully,

Paul G. 0'Sullivan
County Clerk

ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE COUNTY CLERK
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closed; Enc

An independent engineer has recommended that the
NSW Forestry Commission’s access road to the
| Blackbutt Plateau, west of Mullumbimby, be closed
. and rehabilitated.

. This follows massive landslides and rockfalls along
“Nevasae Road.

The engineer, Mr Russell Corben, was commis-
sioned by the Wilsons Creek Action Group (WAG) to
carry out an independent investigation into the
forestry roading operation,

A spokesman from WAG said the road had been
constructed in 1984 and had collapsed in the first wet

. SeAson.

Mr Corben's report found that there had been \
inadequate expert engineering input into the road
construction project.

He said that the grade of the road was significant- . S
ly greater than the maximum stipulated in the Forest- T P
ry Commission’s own envirormental review, S

He said that attempts to reopen Nevasae Road ! -
could not be guaranteed, as further slips were inevita- :
ble 2nd erosion would continue, !

The WAG spokesman said the group had called on 4
the commission to abandon its ‘Daintree-type’ road- 1 .
ing operation in the light of Mr Corben’s assessment, 1
and to immediately move 'to rehabilitate the road.

® Right: One of the rockfails blocking Nevasae |

Read.

}
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light the environmental plunder of the present State
Government. :, < ITecigha b 4, c e - T

It demanded that the plateau ba gazetted a na- J
tura reserve and that Nevasae Road be closed and

s

again

The hflurwillumbah district foraster, Mr lan Robert-
son, said that repairing Nevasae Road did not mean
logging operations would start on the plateau.

There-were no immediate plans for harvesting
hardwood timber from the area. The road was the
only access to the plateau and had been untraffica-
ble since flood rains earlier this year. Access was 47
. -, required for protection work and research purposes. '

[On March 2, just before the Siate election, the
Advpcate reported that at a public meeting on the
subject, the National Party’s candidate, now the
Member for Ballina, Mr Page, had agreed to seek !
clagsification of the plateau as a Nationa! Park or

A three-point resolution at the meeting expressed
concern that the then Minister for Forasts, Mr Hal- l
lam ‘had done nothing but protect the Farestry
Commission's logging road, rather than act the pro-
tect the integrity of Blackbutt Plateau’; congratulat-
ad Byron council for recommending environmental
protection zones to cover the plateau; and called
for then Minister for Environment and Planning {now
. Opposition Leader), Mr Carr,.to urgently create a

tion Group (WAG) for a nature reserve on the Blackbuit Plateau in the Nullum
State Forest, .

The NSW Minister for Natural Resources, Mr lan Causley, said in a letter
to WAG that 'T am not prepared to support further revocations of State Forest
where significant timber resources are at stake’.

Blackbutt Plateau

THE STATE GOVERNMENT has rejected a proposal by the Wilsons Creek Ac-,

w5
or

om
| Mr

st Products Association
-laim that conservationists
sible for driving 15 cm
ogs intended for sawmills
and Mullumbimby.

itch

o describe the spiking and
 apparently the work of
-onmentalists who were

o harvesting of Blackbutt
illurn State Forest.
‘Riordan, spokesperson
lsons Creek Action Group
s denied his group has any
n with the spiking and has

WAG now believes the Blackbutt
Plateau is under threat of logging
because the Minister also advised

.them that the Forestry Commission
is to rebuild Neversae Road.

‘While there are no immediate
plans for the harvesting of hardwood
timber from the area,’ said Mr
Caustey in his letter, ' understand
that Neversae Road, which gives ac-
cess lo the Blackbutt Plateau, re-
quires urgent maintenance and {
have asked the Forestry Commission
to attend to this’. -

Mr Alan Riordan, spokesperson lor
WAG, said last Saturday they were
dismayed by the Minister’s decision
and concerned by the likely en-
vironmental damage to be caused by
work on Neversae Road.

Bill Hu;;j‘ilch. the were found.

coined the word

—— —

‘Wilsons Creek is a calchment area
for the Byron Shire's water supply.’
Mr Riordan said. ‘Re-roading the cliff
face above it will poliute that supply.

‘it seems bizarre that one govern-
ment department is busy surveying a
dam at Federal for further water sup-
ply while another department is in-
tent on knocking down forest at the
head waters ol the existing supply’.

WAG delegates went to Sydney to
present their nature reserve pro-
posal to Mr Caustey and to Mr Tim
Moore, Minister for the Environ-
ment.

According 10 Mr Riordan the
Minister's response 1o the proposal
was indilferent and since the
meeting 'Mr Causley and his Na-

tional Party leader Mr Wal Murray

The Australian Conservation
Foundation has said Mr Hurditch
had slandered thousands of
Australians who supported en-
vironmental protection by linking
environmentalists with the senseless
act of spiking.

Last Monday Mr Brian Mussared,
manager of Duncan’s Sawmill at
Casino, said more spikes had been
found in sawlogs. The spikes were
exposed by the saws on impact and
‘it was only luck that prevented the
projectiles from causing serious if
not fatal injuries,” he said.

L

have shown Lheir disdain for the en-
vironment and are perfecting the art
of environmental vandalism’.

‘Over Lhe last five years we have
handled the issue diplomatically and
quietly, the way the politicians -
wanted it, ‘Mr Riordan said.

‘But now we are laking a public
stand.

People are adamant

‘The people of Wilsons Creek
Valley are adamant that logging on
the Blackbult Plaleau will never go
ahead.” he said.

WAG has received an offer of help
from the Australian Conservation
Foundalion and expects a posilive
response [rom State Opposition
Leader Bob Carr. '

The action group also will be call-
ing on local politicians and com-
munity figures who promised sup-
port and will ‘remind them of their
responsibilities’.

Mr Riordan said that one
engineer's report suggests the repair
of the Neversae Road will cost more
than the royallies which can be ob-
tained by logging the blackbutt
plateau.

In a recent news release WAG said -
it had gone to a great deal of time
and expense lo prepare its nature
reserve proposal.

‘Professionatly written, il is
acknowledged by experts as a
thoroughly worthwhile proposal (so
much sou thal the Forestry Commis-
sion itsell intends to use the date),’
the release said.

The proposal recommends that
920 hectares of lhe southern secilon
of Nullum Siate Forest Incorporating
the Blackbull Plateau and Mt

It's 1990, not 1909}

Dear Sir,

[s the unsubstantiated smear of "van-
dal environmentalists’ and 'ecotage’
(Echo 14/12) the cry ol the guilty
party, Mr Hurditch?

Has the Forestry Commission ever
been accused of being ‘environmen- -
tal vandals', Mr Causley?

[ celebrate the recent news that
the forest industry failed in its at-
tempts to pass legislatin exempting it
from preparing Environmental Im-
pact Statements (EIS) for forestry
operations.

Thankfully the Call to Australia
party saw through the forest in-
dustry’s attempt to shirk legal and
ethical responsibility.

This s clearly a statement that the
people of NSW are not salisfied with

" the forest industry’s attitude to

‘under threat’

ecio 4/) /34

management ol our public furest
resource.

The unrelenting atiack on our
unlogged native forests Is obviously
both unethical and illegal.

The previous construction of
Nevasae Road in the proposed
Blackbull Plateau Nature Reserve
clearly demonsirates the forest in-
dustry’s ignorance of ethics and the
law.

The high conservation value of the
Blackbutt Plateau area is well
documented, and so is the intention

of the Forestry Commission. The two |-

are definitely mutually exclusive.

It is time the archaic Forestry Act,
1909, was brought into harmony
wilh the 1990's. The altitudes of the
forestry industry must change to
refiect the ethics of ecology and sus-
tainable economic yield.

What will be the sustainable
economic yield of erosion from the
Blackbuit Plateau Mr Page?

Is it ethical Mr Blackbutt?

Andrew Steed,
Byron Bay.

T

- ——

Jerusalem areas be dedicaled as a
nature reserve under the control of
the National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice.

The Blackbutt Plateau also has
been nominated lor inclusion on the
Cemmonweallh National Estate
Register.

The 30-page WAG proposal states
that the stands of Blackbult forest
serve as an important wildlife refuge
and scientilic relerence area. The
presence of a high proportion of en-
dangered plants and vertebrate
animals, most notally Peach Myrtle,
Corokia and the Rufous S¢ ub-bird,
together with the unigue form of
Coral Lichen,” give the area regional,
State and Natignal conservation
significance’,

The Plateau contains sections of
sub-lropical rainforest, a forty hece
tare rock covered with a very rare
form of Snow Lichen and stands of
unlogged Blackbutt which include
trees over 800 years old.

*$200,000 vandalism’
In 1984, according lo WAG, the
Forestry Commission itlegally road-
ed a clili face to gain accessto the

previously inaccessible Flateau.

Within weeks the high rainfall of
the Wilsons Creek catchment wash-
ed the Commission’s Neversae Road
and thousands of tonnes of rthyolite
rock into Wilsons Creek.

“This $200,000 worlh of vandalism
was found by the Ombudsman to be
Hlegal,' said WAG.

Should logging go ahead, a major
concern of the action group is the
hazard to local residents of logging
trucks on the narrow, winding

continued on page 2
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A Byron/Shlre Council
engineer’s report on Neva-
sa¢ Road, the Forestry
Commission's access route
to the Blackbutt Plateau,
near Mullumbimby, is ex-
pected to be tabled at the
next council meeting in

Clive Dreis, yesterday
confirmed that a council
engineer had inspecied the
‘road last week.

! Mr Dreis said the in-
'spection had been ordered
'afer the council had re-
ceived a report on the !
istate of the road from an
!independent engmeer Mr
Russ Corben.

In his report, in which [
y he provided' an assessment [,

tof Nevasae' Road,’ Mr-

Corben criticised the For-
restry Commission’s engi-
]neermg

He claimed that the
'road prades were well m
lexcess of the commission’s
lown engineering guide-
Nines and he called for the
imimediate closure of the
road.

Mr Dreis said yesterday

he could not say i the!

council's report would ver-
ify Mr Corben's claims.

“l have had discussions
with our engineer since
his inspection, but | have’
not yet received his re--
port,” he said.

A spokesman for the

Wilsons Creek Action

Group, Mr Alan Riordan, .

-nllllllIlllllllllln-n"""l“u"uunnnunm-r-uun-.......

‘Council report
.on Blackbutt -
‘access road
due next month

ardous state of Nevasae

e

!

a valuable shirc assct and|

Road and its impact on, he called on«the council to

water catchment.

Mr Riordan said the
action group believed that
the Forestry Commission
continued -to ignore the
environmental concerns of

the continuing wash into
the Wilsons River.catch-
ment area.

Mr Riordan said the
commission had degraded

Blackbutt Plateau road siammed

join residents in Iobbyingli
the Minister for Natural
Resources, Mr lan Caus-

ley, when he visited the!
Biackbutt Plateau later|
this month. i

May. Byron Shire residents. He said the action!
The council’s works and He said this was despite group believed that only
services manager, Mr ecent massive rock slides, the immediate closure of
' erosion of the road and Nevasae Road and the

gazettal of -the Blackbutt |
Plateau as a nature re-
serve would minimise fur—k
ther degradation of this
valuable resource’. I

—assssnananeny

|

Gouncil renews

« appeal for
nature reserve

The Byron Slnre Coun- -

cil has once again called

| on the State Government

to declare the Blackbutt
Platean, near Mullumbim-
by, a nature reserve.

A Iarge rockfall com-
pletely blocked the road
about 1200 .metres from
the start, it said.

The debris from the
rockfall had spread well

It would need, cormder-
able upgrading to meet ei-
ther the council’s rcqulre-

-~ ments or the commission's
own standards, the report

said.

, A significant increase
in the number of heavy
“vehicles using the roads
would lead to a big reduc-
tion in the life of the road,
he said.

=

The roads were un-
suited to significant use
by heavy vehicles and
would need considerable
.upgrading, before they
could be safely used.

A motion from Cr Stan
Sigley that the council
acknowledge the right .of
the commission 1o con-
struct a legal access to the
plateau was rejected. .

_ The council also reject- -
ed a motion from Cr Sig-
ley that urgent consider-

'said this week that the
council’s report was ex-
pected to convey the haz—*

pa L [[T1TTTRIL

It follows a report to
the council by one of its
engineers which criticises
| the state of a Forestry
Commission access road
| 10 the plateau.

The commission has
plans to carry out logging
in the areéa.

The report said that the
road, known as Nevasae
Road, was impassable for
“tvehicles for most of its
length when inspected on
April 13,

[t said there were a
number of Iandsllps and
significant soil erosion
along the first 800 metres
of the road.

below the road, leaving a The council ordered the

considerable scar on the -feport to be prepared
landscape., -after receiving a submis-

: - * sion on the road from the
According to the report, iy 00 Creek Action
it was not possible to safe- Gro hich d
ly traverse the slip debris. | rt":p‘l whic 'f oppose
to continue the mspccuon o the logging plans.
The group had also ex-
From Upper Wilsons pressed concern about the
Creek’ below the slip, it. likely' effect of logging
appeared that other slips trucks on local roads.
had occurred further In his report, the coun-
along the road. cil's engineer said that the
The road would- need’ most significant effect
considerable upgrading to would be ‘on Upper Wil-
meet the requirements of sons Créek Road and Wil:, ation be ~ given to
a public road, and has had sons Creek Road. upgrading Wilsons: Creek
a significant effect on the  He said that miostly Road.
adjacent land in the form

light vehicles used these  Cr Rob Doolan said the -
of landskips and erosion.  roads. council recoghised the

——=1 Blackbutt Plateau” as the
most:-outstanding natural
:asset-in- the-shire.
Cr Doolan said that Cr
. | Sigley was asking for ‘the
outright rape of our most |
1 important asset’.
“This council has a
| clear policy of making
sure that this asset. is
maintained forever,” he

.;Saifd.,
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‘Council

1

A Byron Shire Council
engineer’s report on Neva-
saec Road, the Forestry
‘Commission’s access route
'to the Blackbutt Plateau,
rnear Mullumbimby, is ex-
rpected to be tabled at the
next council meeting in
May.

The council's works and
services manager, Mr
Clive Dreis, yesterday
confirmed that a council
engincer had inspected the
road last week.

Mr Dreis said the in-
spection had been ordered
after the council had re-
ceived a report on the

state of the road from an

lindependent engineer, Mr
I'Russ Corben.

In his report, in which
“he provided an assessment
;of Nevasae Road, Mr
Corben criticised the For-
 estry Commission’s engi-
i neering.

He claimed that the
road grades were well in
excess of the commission’s
own cngineering guide-

road.

Mr Dreis said yesterday
he could not say if the
council’s report would ver-
ify Mr Corben’s claims.

“| have had discussions
with our cngineer since
his inspection, but 1 have
not yet received his re-
port,” he said.

| Group, Mr Alan Riordan,
| said this week that the

LARUESS PO NRSARARNEDREROOPUREARNRES

lines and he called for the
immediate closure of the |

A spokesman for the
L Wilsons Creek Action

' council’s report was ex-
[ pected to convey the haz-

ardous state of Nevasae
Road and its impact on
water catchment.

Mr Riordan said the
“action group ‘beliéved that
the Forestry Commission
continued to ignore the
environmental concerns of
Byron Shire residents.

He said this was despite
recent massive rock slides,
ergsion of the road and
the continuing wash into
the Wilsons River catch-
ment area.

Mr Riordan said the
commission had degraded
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repo
- on Blackbutt
~access road

due next month

a valuable shire asset and
he called on the council 1o
join residents in lobbying
the Minister for Natural
Resources, Mr lan Caus-|
ley, when "he visited the
Blackbutt Plateau later
this month.

He said the action
group believed that only
the immediate closure of
Nevasae Road and the
gazettal of the Biackbuut

1] /f

Plateau as a nature re-
serve would minimise ‘fur-
ther degradation of this
valuable resource’.
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. Greiner.
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. .
Byron Shire President, Cr Oliver
Premior, Mr Greiner, to the shire.

Z"{ i \

Dunne (centre right, with arms folded) waits to welcome the I
Various other groups gave the Premier a noisy reception last

e aaddaa

But he was no more definite
than that about the future of the

* jorest area wes! of Mullumbimby

and so guestions about his time
trame — and was he inferring no
logging or no nature reserve —
went unanswered.

The future of the plateau was
again raised by the Byron Shire
Council when a submission in sup-
port of nature reserve proposals
was presented to Mr Greiner at
8yron Bay last week.

It also was foremost in the
minds ot many who provided the

Premier's ‘reception commiltee’
outside the council chambers.

Unhappy with the vague state-
ment, Wilsons Creek Action Group
spokesman Mr Alan Riordan told
the Premier that his Minister for
the Environment, Mr Moore, con-
tinued 1o ignore the issue while
the Minister for Natural Re-
sources, Mr Causley, seemed de-
termined that some logging would
go ahead. .

Mr Riordan asked when the
matter would be resolved as the

Premier to investigate
Blackbutt Plateau issue

“Nothing is going to happen to the Blackbutt Plateau,” according to the Premier, Mr

action group was not geing to be !
‘fobbed off' for another five years.

Later, while giving a number of
interest groups a brief chance to
make their cases, Mr Greiner ex-
pressed a general concern for the
future of the -sawmilling industry.

With persistence from Mr Rior-
dan and Cr Anudhi Wentworth, a
guarantee was extracted from the
Premier that he would 'look into’
the Blackbutt Plateau issue but he
‘could not guarantee the out-

come’. o



“Close Nevasae Road’
'— Engineer’s Report Z5 >~ %7

An independent engineer's report
has recommended that Nevasae
Road, the NSW Forestry Commis-
sion’s acoess 10 the Blackbutt
Plateau, be closed immediately and
rchabilitated.

The road has suffered landslides
and rockfalls,

The Wilsons Creek Action Group
{WAG) commissioned Mr Russell
Corben to provide an independent
engineering assessment of Nevasae
Road.

Mr Corben studied the construc-
tion and siting of Nevasae Road in-
cluding associated drainage, erosion
and siltation, and presented options
for the future. He concluded that the
evidence supported the assumption
that there has been inadequate ex-
pert engineering input into the pro-
jeet.

The results suggest that the en-
vironmental risks inherent in road
construction on such a site had not

been properly identified.

According to WAG, Mr Corben
also noted that the grade of Nevasae |
Road was significantly greater than
the maximum specified in the
Forestry Commission’s own En-
vironmental Review.

Mr Corben’s assessment agreed
with Districto Forester, Mr lan
Robertson, that atiempts to re-open
Nevasac Road could not be
guaranteed, and that further slips
are inevitable and ¢rosion will con-
tinue.

WAG has expressed concern at
statements by the District Forester
that roading will recommence
regardless of the probability of fur-

' ther landslips.

The action group has called on the
Forestry Commission to abandon
their ‘Daintree’ type roading opera-
tion in light of Mr Corben's assess-
ment and immediately move to
rehabilitate the Nevasae Road.

Nevasae Road was constructed in
1984 across a cliff face in a high
vainfall area (4000 mm in 1988) to
gain access to the previously inac-
cessible Blackbutt Plateau.

The road collapsed in the first wet
season, causing landslides, which
washed straight into Wilsons Creek,

LW

part of the Byron Shire’s water cat-
chment.

In 1986 the State Ombudsman
found that the Commission had
acted contrary to law in roading the
cliff face without an Environmental
Impact Statement.

The Forestry Commission
responded, firstly by trying unsuc-
cessfully to change the EIS legisia-
tion in the New South Wales Parlia-
ment, then by proposing 10 reopen
the road in early 1989 for ‘research’
purposes, according to District
Forester Mr Robertson.

WAG claimed last Monday the
research stance was a ploy by the
Forestry Commission and described
the Nevasae Road as an ‘economic,
environmenta) and engineering
disaster’.

‘How can the Forestry Commis-
sion justify, such massive expen-
diture and earthworks for research
purposes?’ a spokesperson for WAG
said.

. LA A a Ls v . . ‘
Rockfall from the Forestry Commission’s Nevasae Road on the Blackbutt
Plateau. An independeni engineer’s report recommends that the road be
clased and rehabilitated. The report (see full story, left) concludes that there
is evidence thet inadequate experi engineering had been input into the
project. PHOTO: JOHN McCORMICK
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A Byron Shire Council
engineer’s report on Neva-
sae Road, the Forestry
«Commission’s access route
'to the Blackbutt Plateau,
inear Mullumbimby, is ex-
' pected to be tabled at the
next council meeting in
' May.

The council’s works and
services manager, Mr
Clive Dreis, yesierday
confirmed that a council
engineer had inspected the
road last week.

Mr Dreis said the in-
i spection had been ordered
“after the council had re-
ceived a report on Lhe
'state of the road from an
independent engineer, Mr

Russ Corben. :

In his report, in which
he provided an assessment
,of Nevasae Road, Mr
Corben criticised the For-
esiry Commission's engi-
| neering.

He claimed that the
road grades were well in
excess of the commission’s
own engineering guide-
lines and he called for the
immediate closure of the
road,

Mr Dreis said yesterday
he could not say if the
council's report would ver-
ify Mr Corben’s claims.

“Y have had discussions
with our engineer since
his inspection, but | have
not yet received his re-
port,” he said.

A spokesman for the

Wilsons Creek Action
Group, Mr Alan Riordan,

- council’s report was ex- .
pected to convey the haz-:
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ardous state of Nevasae
Road and its impact on
water catchment.

Mr Riordan said the
"action group believed that
the Forestry Commission
continued to ignore the
environmental concerns of
Byron Shire residents.

He said this was despite
recent massive rock slides,
erosion of the road and
the continuing wash into
the Wilsons River catch-
menl area.

Mr Riordan said the
commission had degraded
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report
- on Blackbutt
access road

due next month

a valuable shire asset and
he called on the council to
join residents in lobbying
the Minister for Natural
Resources, Mr lan Caus-
ley, when he visited the
Blackbutt Plateau later
this month.

He said the action
group believed that only
the immediate closure of
Nevasae Road and the
gazettal of the Blackbutt

Plateau as a nature re- -

serve would minimise ‘fur-

ther degradation of this

valuable resource’.
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. Byron Shire Presdent, Cr Qliver Dunne (centre
Premier, Mr Greiner, to the shire. Varlous other g

Premier to

right, with arms folded) waits to welcome the |
roups gave the Premier a nolsy rece

investigate

| said this week that the .

. Greiner.
But he was no more definite

. than that about the future of the
' torest area west of Mullumbimby

and s0 questions about his time
frame — and was he inferring no
logging or no nature reserve —
went unanswerad.

The future of the plateau was
again raised by the Byron Shire
Council when a submigsion in sup-
port of nature reserve proposals
was presanted to Mr Greiner at
Byron Bay last week.

It also was foremost in the
minds of many who provided the

Premier's ‘reception committee’
outside the council chambers.

Unhappy with the vague state-
ment, Wilsons Creek Action Group
spokesman Mr Alan Riordan told
the Premier that his Minister for
the Environment, Mr Moore, con-
tinued to ignore the issue while
the Minister for Natural Re-
sources, Mr Causley, seemed de-
termined that some logging would
go ahead. .

Mr Riordan asked when the

matter would be resolved as the

ption last |
l
|

Blackbutt Plateau issue

“Nothing is going to happen to_the Blackbutt Plateau,” according to the Premier, M

action group was not going to be |
‘fobbed off' for another five years.

Later, while giving a number of

interest groups a brief chance to \

make their cases, Mr Greiner ex-
pressed a general concern for the
future of the -sawmilling industry.

With persistence from Mr Rior-
dan and Cr Anudhi Wentworth, a
guarantee was extracted from the
Premier that he would ‘look into’
the Blackbutt Plateau issue but he
‘could not guarantee the out-

come'.
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‘Logging pro tes
over a ‘cupp

Minister_inspects

Blackbutt Plateau

By GARY CHIGWIDDEN of our Byron Bay Bureau

Sitting on a rock
perched several hundred
metres above the Upper
Wilsons Creek Valley,
Alan Riordan had the
odds stacked against
him.

Mr Riordan was argu-
ing that plans to log the
Blackbutt Platcau, sev-
¢ral hundred metres
above where he was sit-
ting, should be dropped
and the whole area turn-
ed into a nature reserve.

But he had to con-
vince some formidable
oppasition.

Lined up against him
was the Minister for
Natural Resources, Mr
lan Causley, the State
Member for Ballina, Mr
Don Page, and several
Forestry Commission of-
ficers.

The debate, which
was always amicable,
took place more than a
kllomelre up a leech-in-

fested,’ steep track
known .a5 Nevasae
Road.

The reason it never
took place on the Black-

butt Plateau was be--

cause of a large rock-
slide across the road,
which was thought too
dangerous to cross.

Mr Causley carlier
had flown into Ballina
airport and had been
driven in a four-wheel-
drive vehicle to the be-

ginning of Nevasae
Road near the end of the
Upper Wilsons Creek
Road.

To show just what a
friendly exercise it was,
the ministerial entourage
earlier had stopped to
pick up Mr Riordan, a
member ol the Wilsons
Creek Action Group,
and another member of
the group, Ms Barbara
Stewart,

The group is, of
course, strongly opposed
to logging on the pla-
teau,

After some Forestry
Commission sandwiches
and tea at the bottom of
the hill, the party, in-
cluding Cr Cyril James
and Cr Stan Sigley from
the Byron Shire Council,
set out along Nevasae
Road.

The hike came to an
end just over a kilometre
along the road, which at
times degenerated into a
single-file swampy track
— a "track’ incidentally,
which was built several
years ago-at a cost of
$65.000.

After the party re-
moved leeches and re-
gained its breath, Mr
Riordan sat down on a
rock, and looking at the
mountain of rocks block-
ing the road, suggested
to Mr Causley that the
logging plans be dropped
and the plateau be turn-

-
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From left, Alan Rlordan, Mr Page and Mr Causley on the Blnr.kbutt Plateau
yesterday. Piciure: WARREN CROSER

ed into a nature reserve.
He said that whether

_the Forestry Commis-

sion liked it or not, the
electorate was saying
‘no’ to logging.

Mr Causley, who had
made the trip to the area
at the invitation of Mr
Page, assured Mr Rior-
dan that he would not
have made the journey
‘if there was not any-
thing up here for the
people of New South
Wales'.

He said there was a
demand in Australia for
timber which could - not
be supplied.

If timber was not ob-
tained in Australia, it
would have to be impor-
ted which would send
the Australian economy
‘down the spout’, he
said. a

Mr Riordan countered
by saying there was no
need to ‘scavenge for the
last bit of timber’.

The debate went back
and forward, with Mr
Causley talking about
achieving a ‘balance’,
the Forestry Commis-
sion backing him up
with technical details,
and Mr Riordan main-
taining his stance that
the area be turned into a
nature reserve.

Then it was back
down the road and more
leeches.

After a cold drink, Mr
Causley admitted that a

.decision on logging in

the area could be ‘years
down’ the track’.

He said he was going
to weigh up all the cir-
cumstances.

“There are a multi-

tude of situations, not
the least of which is the
economic situation,” he
said.

“If the economics
don't stack up, it won't
be done.”

Mr Causley said that
an environmental impact
study would be conduct-
ed before any decision to
log was rnade. |

He said that if any
logging was carried out
Yin the area, it would be
selective,

Only 90 hectares out
of a total area of
294 hectares would be
involved, he said.

As for the trek up and
down the hill, Mr Caus-
Jey said he nceded the
exercise.

“There were times
when I was found wani-
ing,” he said.
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‘The Wilson's Creek Action,Group (WAG) has called on the Member for

e F e P e it mee et 4E s e

Ballina, Mr Don Page, to ho\ﬁour his promise to Wilson's Creek

residents earller this year, 1"
At a public meeting just prior to
the last Stateelection, attended by
representalives of all major parties,
Mr Page promised the packed valley
hall he would *do'everything in his’
power to make the Blackbutt '
Plateau a nature reserve.’
According to WAG, the safeguards
v of the Environmental Planning and
' Assessment Act have so far saved
the Blackbutt Plateau and ‘it is this
legislation Mr Page, the Minister for
Natural Resources, Mr Causley, and
the National Party want amended to
give the Forestry Commission power
to assess themselves.’

‘Environmental blunders’

‘Environmental blunders {(such as
the Commission’s plans for the
Plateau) will become commonplace
if the Forestry Commission is given a
free hand to assess themselves in- ~
stead of allowing community input
into resource management,” a WAG
spokesperson said.

‘In the Ballina electorate, whilst
one Government Dept. (Public
Works) is busy planning a major dam
on Wilson's Creek, another (Forestry
Commission) is busy planning to log
part of the the Wilson's Creek water
ctchmept” v

v
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Blackbutt
- logging not
~ profitable

Blackbutt Plateau was this week
described in a land-use study as an
insignificant timber resource with far
1 greater potential for furthering sciea-
tific study of endangered species of
flora and fauna. .’
i A study conducted over a period
; of four months says that Blackbutt
Plateau represents only 2% of the
* region's 18,000 ha of State Forests,
and the milled timber yield would
amount to only 4000 m3,
Richard Whitling, a graduating

—— g e g
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Mr Whitling says that this being

the case the Forestry Commission is
looking at a loss on this operation
which would have to be absorbed by
the timber industry regionally.

WAQG called on Mr Page to explain
this conflict and his support for’
watered down environmental
safeguards. . ) .

In response to WAG’s challenge,
Mr Page said he did not need to be
reminded by Wilson's Creek Action
Group of the sensitivity of sections of
the Blackbutt Plateau.

Mr Page said he had already made
representations to the Government
months ago and Mr Causley had
discussed the matter in some depth
with him and also when he visited
Byron Shire Councit in June this

oy

- year.
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~«/Blackbuit: WAG challenges Page |
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+The Blackbuit Plateau near Mullumbimy, the

¢ scene of a Forestry Commission dispute five years

8go, seems likely to emerge into controversy fol-

lowing staiements” by the Minister:for Nanural
b2 esources, Mr Causley. Mr Causley has writtén t

the Wilsons Creek Action Group (WAG) rejecting

t has advised of Forestry Commission plans to re-

build Nevcrsae Rd.

WAG has vigorously ca.mpmfént‘.;d to have the -

Blackbutt Plateay (which is within the Byron Shire

No general purpose logging' = water catchment) declarcd as a Narure Reserve
‘Mr Causley has indicated that sep- }* under the control of the National Parks and Wild-
SRS e v, ty

sitive areas of snow lichen wouid be
protected and that there would be
no general purpose logging of rain-
forests," he said. ‘The group’s com- -
ments on the Government's Forestry
Amendment Act are misguided.. . .

"To suggest the public will be lock-
ed out is not true. The only forestry
operations not subject to an En-
vironmentat Impact Statement will °
be those of a routine nature, but ~ -
these will still be subject to a Forest
Environment Plan with public input,”
Mr Page said. '

N — e o PR

" Tealled a roading operation - was found by the Om-

science degree student at the North-
ern Rivers College of Advanced
Education at Lismore, conducted the
study during the later half of this
year. -

Mr Whitling said, ‘Based on
Forestry Commission figures, the
gross return from logging Blackbutt
Plateau would be $330,000; however
the royalties received total an
estimated $186,000. This tigure will
be further reduced by the cost of ma-
jor maintenance work now required
on the Commission’s access road,
which has subsided along with the
skirting clifis for the second time

since construction.
‘In addilion to this, it appears that
the Commission has over-estimated
their return from the timber
available. They calculate a timber
yield of 12,000m3 gross and expect
to gain between 6,000m3 and
8.600m? in milled timber. Given that
it takes about 3m? gross to produce
1m? of milled timber, and wood
defects associaled with trees greater
than 250 years of age, the Commis-
sion will be fortunate to gain a third
{or 4,000m3) of their gross figure in
usable timber.’

The study covers a number of |
issues besides economic value, in- .
cluding the Plateau's potential value
in terms of its ecology and its scien-,
tific importance, and recommends
that the features of the sile warrant
the transter of responsibility from
the Forestry Commission to the Nat-

» :l - )t . ot
" Yes but madam, it does have 360° views

! life Service”
The Plateau contains sections of subtropical
, rainforest, a 40 hectare rock covered with a very

v u:lrg;mged Blackbutt (some trees over 800 years
.“ 0, N . .
. Ir_|l9841heForesu'yCommi55ionil]egal]yroadcd
a cliff face to gain access to the previously inaces- ©
‘isible Plateau. Within weeks the high rainfall of the
sions Neversae Road and thousands of ions of rhy-
olite rock into Wilsons Creek. ] .
j This $200,000 worth of vandalism - subsequently
. Budsman top be illegal.
" Now the Forestry Commission is preparing to
reroad the cliff face, spend more' money to obtain
less m royalties than the tota] cost of road works.
Besides polluting the Byron Shire water supply
the Forestry Commission is destroying the forest
.and its inhabitanis and leaving the local residents
.with the hazards of dodging logging trucks on the
narrow and winding Wilsons Creek Road. -~
¢ The Shire Engineer has complained - that the
-Wilsons Creek Road is unsuitable for logging trucks,

. their Nature Reserve Proposal for the Platean and

rWilsons Creck catchment washed the Commis- .

and the Byron Shire Council has called for a Nature
Reserve 1o protect the ralepayers water supply and
the scientific values of the area. ‘
[~ The significance of the Blackbutt Platesu is also
born out by its nomination for inclusion on the ;
—

" TBlackbutt Plateau Under Threat .

Commonwealth Nationa] Estate Register. .

WAG has actively campaigned to have the Black-
buut Plate- * permanently protected and has gone to
& great deal of time and expense to prepare a Nawure
Reserve’ Proposal. . Professionally written, it is
aclqlowledged by experts as a thoroughly wonh-
while proposal (so much so that the Forestry
Commission itself plans to use the data).’

WAG delegates went to Sydney 1o present the
Proposal to the new National Panty Ministers for
Natural Resources (Mr Causley) and for the Envi-

ronment (Mr Moore). - (", g - (9 Q8

"Stop Press:- The local Forestry OfTice has
- clalmed logging is not imminent and the rozd
wilt be used for research and protection,

+ rare form of Snow Lichen and significant stands ofw"_- :

Save Blackbutt Plateau

Dear Sir,

It is amazing how a change in
Government can devastatingly
reverse a hard won decision. The
previous Government indicated its
support {for Blackbutt Plateau to be
declared a Nature Reserve. The
Byron Shire Council also supports
such a proposal.

At considerable time and eflort on
the part of a number of lndividuals
the Wilsons Creek Action Group
developed a Nature Reserve Pro-
posal which demonstrated that con-
siderable scientilic data collected
determined there was a very good
case for Blackbutt Plateau to receive -
special attention. The preseiit State
Government has rejected this docu-
ment and decided it is more impor-
tant to ruin this forest by logging in
favour of a short term dollar. It will
not be very much longer in
Ausliralia when other than what has
been preserved in our National
Parks will see nothing remaining of
our mature hardwood forests.

In the tneantime what happens {o
the rare and endangered flora and
fauna that we know from our field
observations do presently exist on
Blackbutt Plateau? For my part | am
particularly interested in birds and |
know that if the mature forest is
knocked down there will be no

+ resource why do they continually

hollows large enough for the Power-
ful Owl, This {act equally applies to
some of our larger mammals which
also require hollows.

If our numerous other State
Forests are properly managed by
Lthe Forestry Commission which ob-
viously has a very large timber

allow private entrepreneurs to have
access to our mature hardwood
forests. Qbviously the environment
is sacrificed by greed for the easy
dollar.

Last weekend we saw a nalional
television appeal which raised over
$4,000,000 towards the Lile Educa-
tion Centres with the theme we
need 1o look after the future of our
children. It is a pity the present State
Government doesn't give a lot more
thought about preserving our en-
vironmenl for the enjoyment of our
children and their children.

D Stewart,
Wilsons Creek.
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responds to act
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'| “WAG believes environmental blunders (such as
z\lho Forestry Commission plans for the plateau) wilt
become common place if the commission is given a
iree hand 10 assess these instead of allowing com-
munity input into resource management,

“In the Ballina electorate, while one Government
depariment, Public Works, is busy planning to build
a major dam on Wilsons Creek to provide for in-
.another Government
department, Forestry, is busy planning o log part of
the Wilsons Creek water catchment.

"WAG calis on Mr Page 1o axplain this conflict:
outline his environmental priorities in the light of
| obvious electorate concern; {particularly his support
for watering down _ environmental .protection) and-|
honour his promise made to residents at the Wil- -
sons Creek public meeting on Fabruary 24",

-

i

T

)

LThe Member for Ball;na, Mr Page, has been called on
ilsons Creek res:dents earller thls .year.:

_._n »

A spokesman for the Wilsons Creek Action- Groupi be jnvited. These Forest
{(WAG). Mr Alan Riordan, said thi=tat a public meet-
ing just before the last State election, attended by
representatives of all major parties, Mr Page had
promised a packed valley hall ‘he would do dvery-
thing in his power to make the Blackbutt Plateau & public participation be-
! cause it applies to all

The environmental safeguards of the Envnron‘. areas in the State.. Cur-
mental Planning and Assessment Act have so far!
saved the Blackbutt Plateau and it is this Ieglslahonr
Mr Page, Mr Causley (Minister tor Natural Re-'
l"sources) and the National Party want amended to
“‘give the Forestry Commission power 10 assess

nature reserve’,

themselves,” he said.

creasing coastal

needs,

Reminder not needed

In a statement, Mr Page said he did not need to
be reminded by WAG of the sensilivily of sections

of the Blackbuit Plateau.

He had already made representairons to the Gov- |..:
ernment months ago and Mr Causley had discussed
the matter in some depth with him and also when he:

lackbutt ‘Plateau::

» s
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Statement

. quired,” he’

display and

true. * o

Lwill_still be

with’ public

-
|

Management Plans would
be public documents.
‘W “In tact, this new legis-
lation, actually. enhances

rently, public input is only
called for when a specif-
ic Environmental !mpacl

“In addition, all envi-
ronmenlauy
areas will be subject to
an EIS with 'full public

.."To suggést the pubhc .
wnll be Iocked out |s not,

t“The * only
operahons not sublect to
tan EIS will be those of a
A routine nature, but lhese

i s an
m.. -.\-" W ::’-Lf ::. : .
]
IOﬂ R
a.o:‘n

‘. L]
to honour ‘a

10! .1 Wt it

(EIS) is Je-
said. ...,

sensitive

participation.
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iy foro'xlry
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.subject to a

Foresl Enwronmem Plan

Inpul ;. “’ _‘_:

I|c pamc:pahon this leg-

1, “Far, lrom denying pub-
talatIOQ enh ncasilt, 'u |

1

7%89

visited Byron Shire Councit in June. . . ‘

Mr Page said Mr Causley had'indicated |hat
sensitive areas of snow lichen would be protected
" and that there would be no general purpose Iogging

of rainforests.

“The Minister has stated publicly that the nalural ,
’ enwronmental and associated value-of Blackbutt

1"

Plateau will continue to be maintained,” he said. 4

The work WAG had done on ftora and fauna would -
assist in management planning of the area. -

However, he said, WAG's comments on the Gov- R

'l ernment’s Forestry {(Environmantal Prolecllon)
Amendment Act were misguided, espocnally in rela-

tion 1o publlc pariicipation,

Enwronmenl Plans and pubhc submlsaions would

All areas in the State would be covered by Forest {

EcHO G- (T %

A day in
the forest

Last Saturday morning some of The
Echo staif took a four-wheel drive
into the Nultum State Forest to
review Lhe Forestry Commission’s
selective logging program.

by Michael McDonald

The roads were boggy aller the
recent rain and we barely made it
into the logying areas around Camp
Raad, Sandy Ridge Road and Mid-
dle Ridge Road.

Allthe Toresters had gone home
for the weekend and a bulldozer
stood alone in one of the cleared
areas off Camp Road (photo left),
which had been set up to assemble
logs for lnading onlo trucks.

Many new logging trails ran into
the forest Irom the roads. There
were several areas burnt by small
fires. -

tree branches. 1

One of the fires had engulfed a
rainforesl tree (photo top left) and
its attendant vines and palms.
Where the ground had been
cleared near the burnt out tree a
varied crop of weeds had sprung
up, including thistles, inkweed,
crofton, lantana and tobaceo bush.

Even if rainforest trees are not *
burat accidentally or indiscrimin- «
ately, it seems a difficult task to
selectively log hardwoods when
they are surrounded by other trees
and palms, especially on Camp -
Road and towards Hell's Hole, and
when the method of extraction is ;
by making tracks with a bulldozer.

Further up Camp Road a tanker
trailer, presumbably with fuel for
the bulldozer, had been left by the
side of the road. And in the bush
off Middle Ridge Road we found an
empty twenty litre fuel can (photo
top right).

We spotted one concrete culverl
allowing a natural water course to ,
run under the road but many waler

courses were blocked with soil and,
kY
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" At one of the log dump sites on
Camp Road, water erosion had

L

begun to move the soil further § .+ |

down the steep hillside (photo bot-

ilﬁ‘u '

o

-—l{.-‘:ﬁr na\l ‘Wl‘-*» |
) promasormad :

*

tom left). When you consider that * |

the road is above Hell's Hole, R
designated a recreation area by the
Forestry Commission, it's also K
worth wondering at the effects of
the washed-down soil and debris
on the rainforest creeks and water
holes and eventually on the water
supply at the Doon Doon storage -
dam south of Uki. . "
In true bushwalking tradition, we

left the area as we had found it. I , |'

wonder how the Forestry Commis- |
sion, according to the dictates of its
‘management plan’, will leave the -
forest when (and il) it stops logging
at Christmas, according to the ad- .
vice of local Forestry Commis-+ §* «*
sioner lan Robertson last .
September {see Echo Vol i1, No._
14},
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Fot Blackbutt harvest: f{;}-ﬁﬁ
21" 3 legal trade<off =%
3 * .* THIS letier is writlen 1o L?ddrgés‘hils-élatemems i
*“ ZA'of fact in your recent Editorial entitled ;y Rocky;Road 3
toi] ‘kio Blackbutt’ and also.to place in contexl the reasonglus

"that the blackbutt log supplics,in that area: oﬁState Bl
tiForest are guaranteed for harvest.' . o cee gy
Nevasae Road is constructed with permission across ¢
s | prwalc land.as access 10 State Forest.ys sssrv et a,:;mi
o (The’ Ombudsman s,report yol .base, your-story;onn
-1sdys erroncously, ‘in the Nullum’ State Forest’.)2ix §-0
The-then owner of that land also used it for.logging:.«-
The,road. cost® $63 4[1 and not_$200,000; as ‘yourq.‘;..
Editorial stated. * ,.‘ N B 1 v A3 2
. This alleged high cxpendnurc was refcrred by, your ¢
sources lo.the Auditor-General ,for investigation..in'y
1985. Not a single lrrcgulanly was noted on audit. ¥ i 1
in February, 1985, Wilson'’s Creek Action Group in#
their WAG News advertised :with [ull . details. of ;the: :-3-1
'degree of requirement needed for ‘someone who quali=’#
fies for StatcsLegal Aid, to “take .action agamsl,thc ) 3

1’ Tt

Farestry Commission. 4. .. ~siey €0 i&q—l};
Presumably that attracted no takers. A apkbes: fﬂ
o ‘:n -t

The Ombudsman was ' called in. s
t..._Hns:nI"ndmg,,was of ; ‘wrong ;conduct’ '*wh:ch gthe’
Comrmssuon ‘challenged on the ba51s of his legal powergy ™

, to'decide environmental matters under,his’ !egtslauon':d
*_“rather than- through the State’s environmental}sta =3
"t utes. aifivitan ool q,:{sg;

1 The Ombudsman sought legal ‘advice to uphold: h |s
view, as did-the Forestry Commission?® ey
H The Comm@on s QC advised to the’ “‘effect that lhé’I .

.| Ombudsman'§™ruling » (wrong#coriduct) :contained "Iy

;fundamental-fallacies’ and the Ombudsman's ‘conclu=}
Ision *verged in (his) opinion on being perverse’, ;’!’Jﬂw
.~} He also upheld the-Commission’s 'conlcntlon"‘thal -
rclief was available'by application? lo'lhc‘iLanduandT’
Environment Court for 'anys person ‘wishingto* chal-.-
~ ]lenge the Commission’s actions. - YR ey . 4:-:‘1
i 11 Nevertheless, the Ombudsman published his rc'com-'
v i | mendation, which was that ‘an application.be made to é

Y Q the Land and Environment ‘Court by the Commission’.

v 1 This, was’ published s iltegally rbecause itywas§not &
- referred,to the responsnble thslcr as requ:red by lheu
b Ombudsman Act, ¥ T i
N dnedsl ke 1‘3 i?-
(s aturally enough, nothmg furlher evenluatcd
i .11 So'rhuch:for 1I[cgahty-’~'--"5~" il -‘-‘“"
r l’
!

w T

.~

,""?"

&.
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[7hope* thaﬂnexl tlmclyou “editdrialise” frorn your
files, ‘you read” your .report*ofs. February 20"1987 b
which- is titled (erroneously); Forestry? move“}udged%
, fillegal’}in"which ‘my’brief.comment says the' Ombuds™®
¢ § man would*be' challcnged"-i P S e mu.;w. 14

11 He was: 21 ‘0@siiiee 1 wz{.;; '..'*'PJ *‘W s bedpied 22,
1 Nobody has judged anythmg. as yet. - ”‘"ﬁ"“’wm ~

“Also for the record, the hardwood stands of Nullum
Siate Forest were very specifically trade-offsfor_rain-xg
forest in the_'rainforest.decision’,of the-then:Gdvern- A
ment of 1982; as the same issue of, WAG News would
also.inform you locally."— i =% 0 = e
#l: The *present: Govcrnmcnl i’ upholdmg thosc dccn-
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JS{OnS 3 e L ‘“"‘ -_‘ "_e. )
; z.....ﬁ ﬂ“ti‘!.f: n-u":mz i gt dg GENTLE rF;
P : Commlssmner for Forests i
2= 12-S% o
Lok - Z % ;
Emgrsm— Tl L ;
i m JEXT T - a“:,
TI e t00 \ b ”'Bu there= are‘as-fiw:‘
.“ A o A AL 4unscrupulous"men whoy
ff sav{é,‘NO’ﬂ[ + "[want: 1o ‘change this: forfzy 4t
L@ ) s. ¥ 1 ,uiﬂ" thelr‘own gamﬁg’ﬁ Hﬁ
P38 T st G i1 The' |- IR REYA Were Schild]

people united and put a”|moalestors or_rapists the}

-

‘stop o the’ greedy “men wholc,commumly jwould,z
,Who want to ‘loot our, area,* do something : about them.s, ﬂr
,country.'and world? . M7 \»-They are” molestors and
Sy WU ‘raplsls of our env1ronmenhg_,
I seems : thoy will not lwhlch we{have in}our;”
-be satisfiedruntil thére is keepmdéﬁfor ‘our. chitdfen i)
pnothing left.s rJf. inamn, ). S, s 3¢
_ zearAl the moment .there js - #ai W€ could fwait. Tor. ourk
?unlouched forest ,in small" publicly-elected peers; to
pocketsiclike Blackbutt 3 100k after our interests. ¢
“Plateauzzand: n North ;,mBuluhey have;turncd‘is'
~Washpool.»s iry! H ,.,. | out tlo be, bcdfcllowstgtthe{
o), There is YSiill “imined PFcop ¢ o\:egﬁ?l:sspigondéssgl'}
sand‘ “Theére’ ’are st:ll i e 'ﬁ

fondevelo d-‘ > org:aty best fcogs ~imra
3 veope areds “at hcorruptvpohhcal machmeﬂ

Soulh ‘Ballina “dnd Fingal 11989

Head :,p.l:.% uaia I IRt L‘:ts make'n] a3
adlteqerin | strike-back year.andtsdy.a
.. There is even a beach'in | ‘No’ to the,Yes-menrand 1
’Yuraglr National Park evict, lho COrTUpL.y; i 21
that* do¢sn't have vehicle § ©° " HA STEVENS, *t
acccss = e - McLeans Ridges.
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.- BYRON SHIRE COUNCIL
ORDINARY MEETING ' 2ND MAY, 1989 (35)

SHIRE CLERK/GENERAL MANAGER'S REPQRT 89/16 ‘
1.- JOHNSTON'S SCRUB ' (60141 x 2520.G)

During 1972 the Johnston family of Eureka transferred a parcel of land to Council
which contained an area of valuable rainforest. The land was given to Council on

the basis that the rainforest would be conserved and that no amenities would be
provided which would encourage visitation.

The land is described as Lot 1, D.P. 230291, having an area of 20;01 hectares -with
the title in Council's name. A caveat is registered on the title which refers to
restrictions on future use. Council's management of the area has been minimal.

In 1984 the Johnston family and the National Parks and Wildlife Service requested
Council to transfer the land to the Service as the Service considered the
rainforest as the most valuable and viable area in the region.: Council refused
the request as it wishes to maintain control.

The Service has recently again requested transfer and in support of its request
has advised that it has allocated 20 hectares of land surrounding the rainforest
for a protective buffer area. The Johnstone family have agreed to the sale of
this additiopnal land which will enhance the viability of the rainfores. Terms

of the agreement have been made including naming of the: area, provisions for
conservation and limiting public access.

A representative of the National Parks and Wildlife Service an& a member of the

Johnston family will be available at the meeting to answer questions relating to
the proposal. ‘L,

! DATI

1. That Council approve of the transfer of title to the Nitibna] Parks and
Wildlife Service of Lot 1, D.P. 230291 for a nominal value. -

2. That the Service be required to meet all legal expenses in relation to the
property transfer. : :

3. That the Shire Clerk/General Manager negotiate with the Service for the
registration of a suitable caveat on the title restricting the future use of

the land. . . ™
G QLU N0 : f\w§a
4, That the Common Seal of Coupcil be attached to the relevant legal documents.

WORKS A VICES D 'S REPORT 89/11

1. KWILSONS CREEK ACTION GROUP - BLACKBUTT PLATEAU AND NEVASAE ROAD
(50558 x 50565 x 3744.00001.G)

The Works Engineer has inspected the site and advises as follows:=

At its meeting of 14th March, 1989, Counci) considered a submission from the
Wilsons Creek Action Group regarding the Forestry Commission's access road to the

Biackbutt Plateau, Kknown as.the Nevasae Road. Council resolved that a report be
prepared on the Group's submission.

02/05/89
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The two (2)-issues mainly addressed by the submission are:-

(1)} The environmental effects occuring as a result of the construction of Nevasae

Road.
(11) The likely effects of the logging trucks on Council's existing roads.

The Group'é submission was supported by a report on Nevasae Road prepared by R.
Corben. ﬂ{. Corben's report higlights the problems associated with the road in
some detail.

(i) An inspection of the road was carried out on 13th April, 1989, It is

currently impassable for vehicles along the majority of its Tength. From the
start of the road along approximately the first 800 metres there is a number
of land slips and significant soil erosion. It is obvious that tlittle
attention was given to suitable batter slopes, adequate batter protection and
adequate scour protection.

Cross*drainage is only provided in the form of open drains.

Apprdximately 1200 metre from the start, the road is completely blocked by a
‘very -large rock fall.

The debris from the rock fall. has spread well below the road leaving a
considerable scar on the landscape. It was not possible to safely traverse
the. s1ip debris, consequently the inspection did not proceed beyond this
point: However, from Upper Wilsons Creek Road, below the slip, it appears
that other slips have occurred further along the road.

The fbad below the rock fall is through a vertical rock cutting and the rock
formations above appear to be unstable,

GraQeé along much of the road are in the order of 15% to 25%.

If-this road were to be considered as a pubtic road the following conditions
would be applied by Council based on current standards:-

(1> Minimum design speed of 60 kph.

(11) Maximum permissible grades up to 16%

. . ’ -
(111).Bitumen sealing of all grades in excess of 7.5%.

(iv) ‘Formation width of 8 metres with a minimum pavement width ﬁ_.gmtggj?
.. x; ‘(“:ﬂ 'f‘“
(v) Suitable drainage in the form of culverts with a minimum design? storm

frequency of 1 in 5 years. (Minimum pipe diameter 375mm).

'(vi) Suitable cut batters in accordance with Department of Main Roads Form
-No. 70.

(vii)fAdequate Batter protection to prevent erosion.
(viii} Concrete lining of table drains to prevent scouring.
(1x) Adequate erosion protection measures and the construction of silt traps

during the construction phase.

02/05/89
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The

The road as it exists, would need extensive upgrading to meet these
requirements. '

District Forester at Murwillumbah has advised that the road was

constructed to the Commission's standards for a Class 4 temporary access

road.

1.

The relevant details from the Commission's Standardjare:-

The person authorised by the Catchment Areas Protection Board shall
ensure that all activities connected with the clearing and/or 1ogging
operations on the authorised area shall be conducted in such a manner
that erosion is not aggravated and shall carry out any instructions
given by the Catchment Areas Protection Board or its nominee with a view
to minimising or preventing erosion. :

Roads and minor roads shall be located where practicable on ridges.
They shall not intrude into filter strips beside streams except where
the road crosses the stream.

Roads shall be properly formed, and they shall be gravelled if the
density or traffic so warrants and this is specified.

A1l batters shall be constructed to a stable slope. . Consolidation may
be necessary on fills to minimise subsequent slumping and erosion of
fill batters. Revegetation of batters may be required on some roads,
and this shall be carried out when specified. -

Adequate pipe drainage shall be provided in roads consistent with sound
engineering practice so that erosion of the road :surface and table
drains is minimised. Pipes should discharge water. onto undisturbed
vegetation. e

The use of borrow pits for the provision of extra mdierial during road
consturciton should be kept to an absolute minimum.: Where use of a
borrow pit is unavaoidable, topsoil shall be stockpiled and subsequently
replaced to aid revegetation. The bottoms of pits should be graded and
levelled, sides should be battered and shapped to conform to the
surrounds and the replaced topsoil.fertilized and seeded where necessary
to establish a vegetative cover. ‘

Maximum grades on roads shall be kept below 10 degrees.(i.e. 17.6%).

Bridges and culverts on roads shall be designed : to transmit peak
discharge consistent with the standard of road. Bridge approaches shall
be stabilised and revegetated where necessary following construction.
Culvert outlets should be located or "designed to minimise scour and
erosion.

Immediately after operations have ceased on roads which -have been
damaged and on which use is to be permanently or temporarily
discontinued, the damage shall be repaired by re-grading, or if
conditions are too wet for this to occur, temporary cross banks shall be
constructed. In this latter instance, regrading shall occur as soon as
conditions allow.
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11.

10. Standard Classification

The sepafate criteria of road standards (elelment widths, design speed,
weather-dependent trafficability) are drawn together in a general
classification of standards as in the table below. The classification

of any particular road in this system depends, of course, on the
limiting criterion.

In~ general new roading will be specified to be cosntructed to conform to
these classes. Departures however may be made in special cases, for
example:-

when topography may limit the economically justifiable design speed
but traffic flows may warrant a specially widened formation:

where a higher class road is required in the Tong term but a narrow
pavement will serve immediate short term requirements.

Class Iq Two lane all-weather road with a maximum pavement width of 5.5
- metres, formation width 7.3 metres and meeting the requirements of
at teast 50 km/h design speed.

Class II All-weather road with a maximum pavement width of 3.7 metres,
formation width 5.5 metres and meeting the requirements of at least
30 km/h design speed.

Class. I1I Single lane, substantially all-weather road, with a minimum
- pavement width of 3 metres, formation width 4.2 metres, with

passing places and meeting the requirements of at least 20 km/h
design speed.

Class IV A_road which does not meet the criteria for a Class II road but is

-+ 1rafficable under normal conditions to a conventional 2-wheel driv
vehicle.

Track . A “road" or way which is not normally trafficable to a conventional

2-wheel drive vehicle or, regardless of effective standard, is
installed and required for short term service only.

Design Speed

The design speed concept is the standard method of defining the geometry of a
road adopted by the National Association of Australian State Roads
Authorities. Horizonta! and verical alignment, sight distances and other
design' characteristics are dependent upon the design speed. For design
speeds of 50 km/h and ' above the Commission substantially follows the
standards used by the N.S.H. Department of Main Roads.

The table below is'an abridged summary of principle characteristics only and
is given as a rough guide to design speed criteria. More detailed
specifications are provided for road survey and design purposes (in "Data for

‘Survey ‘and setting out of Forest Roads"). This table does not give a

This is Page No.

reliable indication of actual speed of travel, particularly below 50 km/h.
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Nominal Design Speed . )
km/h__ 100 80 60 - 50 30 20
Alignment: ' )
Minimum curve radjus 460m 200m 80m 60m 30m§ 15m
Absolute min. length .
of straights between 80m 60m 40m 30m 20m . 10m
nominal T.P's.
Grade:
Sustained maximum a% 6% 6t Th 8L 10%
Permissible grade in 6% 8% 8% 8%  10% . 12.5%
excess of general “(400m) (500m) (600m) (300m) (500m) .5?.
for short length 12.5%° AN LN
. (150m) LI

(i)

.
@

The existing road does not comply with these standards. and would njF%,

considerable upgrading before it would comply. .’ i a’?

In summary, the existing rdad has had a significant effect on the 1and 353
which it 1s built, in the form of landslips and erosion. It would nee

considerable upgrading to meet either Council's requirements.or the Forestry!’
Commission's own standards. L

The second matter raised by the Action Group concerns the liﬁg]y-
effect of logging trucks on local roads. '

The most significant effect will be on the roads closest to the site, i.e.
Upper Wilsons Creek and Wilson Creek Roads.

Currently these roads are used substantially by light traffic, with very few
heavy vehicles. '

The most recent traffic count, taken in 1986, indicates an AADT of 733

vehicles immediately west of Coolamon Scenic Drive. This count would reduce
sharply further up the valley. '

As the design life of road pavements is determined by the number of heavy
vehicles using that pavement, an increase in thge number of those vehicles
effectively reduces the 1ife of the pavement. The number -of heavy vehicles
currently using these roads is very low, therefore a significant increase
will result in a significant reduction in the road pavement 1ife.

As an 1indication of the effect of vehicle loads on pavement 1ife, the

following extract from the Department of Main Roads "Pavement Thickness
Design Manual" (MR For 76) has been included:- :

02/05/89
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“The equivalence of axle loads to the standard is based on the relative
damaging effect on the pavement approximated by a “"fourth power"
relationship. This is, axle loads in the ratio 10 to 1 have damaging effects
in the ratio 10,000 to 1. Thus, only commercial vehicles make a significant
contribution to the traffic toading. A commercial vehicle is defined as
having dua) tyred wheels on at 1least one axle, or as having more than two
axles."”

Along most of Wilsons Creek Road, the existing pavement is showing signs of
fatlure, When it 1is necessary for Council's trucks to operate over the
road, a noticable increase in pavement failures occurs. In wet weather, even
the school buses cause additional failures. '

Further features of these roads are their poor horizontal alignments and
narrow widths. _There are a number of small radius curves and very narrow
sections which would be hazardous should long, heavy vehicles use the roads.

Basically, these roads are unsuited to stgnificant use by heavy vehicles and

lsee would need considerable upgrading before they could be safely used.

¢

it

1. BYRON SHIRE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY: 1988 REVIEW

Many'df the concerns raised by the Wilsons Creek Action Group are legitimate
and should be addressed if logging of the Blackbutt Plateav is to proceed.

DIRECTORS' RECOMMENDATION: That the above information be noted and the Hilsons
reek Action Group be advised.

PLANNING DIRECTOR'S REPORT 89/9

(51201 x 50616)

. By Ietfer; received on the 11th April, 1989, the New South MWales Director of

Planning pursuant to Clause 38(3)(a) of the North Coast Regional Environmental
Plan ‘has - agreed to the population projections and residential land release
programme outlined in the 1988 review of the Byron Shire Residential Development
Strategy.

The Cquncjl requested the Director's agreement on the 10th November, 1988.
The Director in giving her agreement has requested 6 amendments. None of these

amendments affects the findings,- conclusions or recommendations contained in the

Strategy. - The Director has requested that the Strateqy be amended to provide
Council's:

1. Report of the need for additional land at Bangalow to compensate for the
shortfall at Byron Bay and Suffolk Park in view of land available for
residential oevelopment at Suffolk Park falling short of original expectation.

2. Explanation of the preferred residential population projection of 7.09% for
1989 ‘and similar growth figures for future years; '

3. ReasSns for changes in percentage discounting and addition of new area;

4. Reassessment of development yield and housing choice assumptions;

02/05/89



BLACKBUTT PLATEAU - report for NCEC 17/6/89

Minister's wvisit

Mr Causley, together with Don Page, Member for Ballina, numerous
Forestry Commission reps, and two Byron Shire councillors have
recently made an inspection of Nevasae Road, the FC's access road to
the Blackbutt Plateau. They did not proceed past the landslide which
currently blocks the road so have not inspected the Plateau area
itself.

Causley stated that logging may not proceed if the operation were
found to be uneconomic, logging would not now be likely for two to
three years if at all, and that an EIS would of course be prepared
first,

On the other hand, a lot of money had been invested in the road and
this should ideally be recouped from the operation. There was
pressure to provide timber for the mills and that this forest was
specified in a "tradeoff" which supposedly was- part of the 1982
rainforest decision. (WAG has not been able to date to get documented
details of this "agreement")

Causley appeared to be careful to leave open a track via which to
back down gracefully if it was decided not to go ahead with the
logging. At the same time it is certain that they would certainly go
ahead if it was physically possible access wise, and his readiness to
admit that an EIS was required suggests that steps are probably being
taken to find a way around this.

Nevasae Road

The FC's access road has been constructed across two private
properties without permission from either owner. The PC blames the
refusal of the owner of the lower part of the road to allow the FC
access for maintenance for the present damage to the road. It is
obvious, however, that poor siting and engineering are the cause of
the damage.

The FC are attempting to negotiate access with the owners, both of
whom are currently refusing,

Twoe engineers have independently measured grades in excess of 10
degrees (maximum stipulated in the Standard Erosion Mitigation
Controls) and documented severe erosion and damage. FC denies the
grade measurements.

Fighting fund
A hugely successful fundraising concert last weekend raised about

$5000 which we have in case of necessity for legal action. Valuable
publicity achieved at the same time.



Resubmission of Nature Reserve Proposal

The Nature Reserve Proposal was originally submitted to Tim Moore in
Sep 1988. He refused to refer the proposal to the National Parks and
Wildlife Service for investigation. on the grounds that Causley had
refused to revoke any more State Forest in the Murwillumbah district,
hence there was no point.

WAG, represented by Richard Jones MP, will this week present the
proposal again to Moore, pointing out that this investigation is his
responsibility and that wverification of our claims of the
environmental significance of the area is going to be essential in
the resolution of this conflict. ’

NCEC assistance?

A letter to Moore supporting the proposal and insisting that he
investigate it would be appreciated.

Alan Riordan/Barbara Stewart
Wilsons Creek Action Group
PO Box 325

Mullumbimby 2482

Ph 066-840152
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BLACKBUTT RAP E

PLATEAU Cape OF THE
Mullumbimby Byron BLACKBUTT

coTh THE LAST STAND

It's 4 weeks since the last Nevasas Newsletter which was

s released to inform Byron Shire of the current roading and

v proposed logging operations for the Blackbutt Plateau. This
b newslatter is a brief raport of the past four weeks which we
‘ . Wy o N have devoted to investigating the validity of the Forestry’s

operation, the aim of which is to devastate the largest
significant stand of unlogged moist Blackbutt in N.S.W.

. Further investigation has revealed it is probably the most
significant forest of its type in the world,

2 I
o yr”

FORESTRY COMMISSION
MISMANAGEMENT

v The Forestry Commission of N.S.W. was created by an act
of parllament in 1916 for the express purpose of providing

i,, iy “‘timber in perpetuity to the people of N.S.W.”. The Com-
./;-p‘i P mission has clearly failed its charter otherwise it would not
Y have to exploit this last unlogged Moist Blackbutt Forest.

After all the Forestry Commission’s role is to prevent

mismanagement of our forests and to discourage greedy op-

Q . portunism.
\‘ “' \ﬂ" ih\\ A8 : . s ) . . . R .
& Wi by ' Without notifying residents and ignoring the residential
. )p-|\ \\} “1"" ﬁ €5 ‘ nature of Wilsons Creek, the Forestry Commission has
R PR A unleashed a major roading and blasting operation to gain ac-
AR AN cess to the Blackbutt Plateau. Under section 112 of the En-
* vironmental Planning and Assessment Act (E.P.A.) of 1979,

the Forestry Commission must undertake an En-
vironmental Impact Study (E.L.S.) for “any activity
which affects the environment”.

. Roading the undisturbed Plateau and cliff face constitutes a
significant effect on the environment and should have been
investigated along with the plan to near clear fell and burn
the moist Blackbutt Forest.

Besides this flagrant disregard of the law the Forestry Com-
mission has contravened its own Management Objectives
{see Table 1) and WAG will continue to insist that an E.|.5.
be carried out before there is anymore senseless destruc-
tion.

Table 1
Quota from Section B Forestry Act 1916
Management Objectives:

To maintain a natural forest vegetation cover, adequate
to:

fal conserve the soil resources and water catchment
capabilities

{b} maintain a diversity of habitat and wildtife indigenous
to the area

{c} retain a forest environment aesthetically acceptable to
the public generally.

To maintain any unique or rare archeological, historical,
floral, faunal or other scientific values.

Note the Forestry Commission’s contravention of their own
objectivesl



ROAD COSTS
ESCALATE

Nevasae Road, the Forestry Commission's access to the
praviously inaccessible Blackbutt Plateau is no closer to
being a road. Built supposedly to last the duration of a 2
year logging operation the road collapsed within a fortnight,
after only a few days of rain. The Ryolite cliffs fractured and
dumped hundreds of tons of rock, trees and forest soil onto
Nevasae Road. Bulldozers are frantically trying to reopen it
before any investigation begins.

In another saction which traverses the steep cliff face,
Nevasae Road partly collapsed and slid 200 metres towards
Wilsons Creek.

After only a few weeks the mountain has purged itself and
again proved the need for study. Almost 3 times more
mountain has had to be moved than originally anticipated,
the road is 2 months behind schedule and roading costs
continue to escalate.

When will the Forestry Commission realise the futility of
roading a cliff face in such a high rainfall area (approx. 150"
of rainfall p.a. 4,000mm). We challenge them to reveal to
the public the true and entire roading costs.

As we have stated earlier, the mature nature of this Moist
Blackbutt forest makes the revenue from royalty payments
very questionable because of the large hollows in these
veteran trees and the possibility that an unknown number
will shatter on impact when felled.

Together with spiralling roading costs, the economic viabili-
ty of the operation is a sham. The Forestry Commission’s
roading costs will possibly be greatsr than the royalties from
the timber and once again the taxpayers of N.S.W. will have
to pay for Forestry Commission mismanagement. For
what......? Not only do we have to subsidise the coffers of
Standard Sawmills but we are expected to accept a flatten-
ed forest and an unsafe road!|

STANDARD SAWMILLS
CAN'T LOSE

The multi-national Adetaide Steamship Co. purchased Stan-
dard Sawmillers not hecause the Murwillumbah Milt was
profitable or had any future but because it possessed the
laminating technology which Adelaide Steamship could
utilize in its extensive third world operations.

Who are the Adelaide Steamship Co.? At face value a
respectable Company, but when it comes to flattening
forests, they have no equal on the North Coast.

Increased mechanization and the planned company closure
of Standard Sawmills “‘over mature Log Operation” will
mean the retranchment of most of the Murwillumbah
workers, The once labour intensive industry will employ
high technology and only a small group of computer
operators.

This is likely within two years and we wonder if the workers
have been informed. Whether they log or not Standard
Sawmills are in a no loss situation.

We suspect Standard Sawmills would be pleased if it were
told NO LOGGING! They could claim compensation from
the State Government, i.e. taxpayers, and have an excuse to
close their uneconomic section of the mill and blame all the
industries woes on the conservationists. Once again big
business does well and the taxpayer, mill worker and resi-
dent are squeezed. It would be interesting to find out how
much Standard Sawmills have received in compensation
over the past few years and how much of this was paid to
workers as retrenchment pay?

FLORA

The- extensive stands of coastal Blackbutt (Eucalyptus
Pilularis) after which the Plateau is named are the most im-
portant feature of this area. The huge trees (which are at
least 300 and possibly 600 to 800 years old) are replete with
extensive pipaes and hollows. The undergrowth ranges from
dense Rifle grass to a mixture of rainforest species in the
gullies. Sheer Rhyolite cliffs fringe the Plateau, but once on
top of the central rock outcrop impraessive views are obtain-
ed of the nightcap range to the waest and Mt. Jerusalem to
the north. Towards the coast a panoramic vista unfolds
from Twead Heads, south to Ballina, with Cape Byron in the

- central background.

The Plateau includes a mosaic of vegetation ranging from
the drier Bloodwood and Scribbly Gums with an
undergrowth of Banksia & Grass Treas (Blackboys 1,000
years old) to the moist Blackbutt forest featuring Turpentine
and rainforest in the gullies. The 40 h.a. rock outcrop is
carpeted by snow lichen protected by mountain heath,
dominated by Ti-Tree. We have compiled a list of over 150
flora species which included such Rainforest types as
Rosswood, Crabapple, Coachwood, Pencil Cedar and the
scarce small leafed Hazelwood.

Powaerful Owl

An example of the delicate balance between an unlogged
forest and its inhabitants,

Distribution: S.E. Coast of Australia and now endangered as
a result of the loss of its habitat.

Description: Australia’s largest owl stands 60 cm tall with a
wingspan of over a metre. Mate for life (up to 30 yrs), eats
80 - 100 possums and sugar gliders per year. Needs a large
forest area with suitable hollows for prey and nest sites.

This forest is of even age indicating an absence of high intensity
the protection afforded by the fringing rainforest and sheer cliff

If this pre-colonial stand were destroyed, the sciantific communit
the forestry Commission would loose a referance area against v
Forestry. A forest with these characteristics is poorly represente
and is rarer than rainforest.

We proposed this area as a Flora Reserve so that it may remair
vide habitat for the many endangered species which depend u;




FAUNA

The age and undisturbed nature of this Forest makes it par-
ticularly valuable in terms of providing the hollows required
as den and nest sites for tree dwelling animals {aboreal) and
birds.

Cursory independent studies of the bird life of the Plateau
recorded 57 species of which 5 are classified under the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife act as vulnerable and rare. These
endangered species are the Albert's Lyrebird, the Wompoo
Fruit Dove, the Powerful Owl, Sooty Owl and the White
Eared Monarch. Many others are likely to be recorded in
longer term studies and when spring and summer migrants
are considered.

Alberts Lyrebird
Distribution: Rare, restricted to mountainous rainforest of
S.E. QLD. and N.E N.S.W.

Characteristics:  Songster with remarkable powers of
mimicry.

Greater Glider
About 1 metre long, exist’s only in hollow trees, moves
around in a set pattern using the same trees each night to
make composit glides of up to 600 metres, Can be found in
two colour types both of which may occur on the Blackbutt
Plateau.

ires and this inusual situation is likely to continue because of
.

and the public would be deprived of a valuable resource and
hich to assess the ecological effects of Blackbutt Plantation
1 in Nationa! Parks and the states’ Nature and Flora Reserves

as the last piece of wilderness of its kind in the world to pro-
on it for their survival,

DIRTY WATER

Recent heavy rain has confirmed that the steep slopes sur-
rounding the Blackbutt Plateau are of a highly erosive nature
when subjected to forest or top soil removal,

Muddy water conditions resulting from blasting and roading
works already affect the timeless habits of several creek in-
habitants. Qur man at Taronga Zoo informs us the platypus
is in for a hard time feeding off the bottomn and dislikes the
taste of powdsered Rhyolite,

After contacting Public Warks, Soil Conservation and Catch-
ment Protection, we have so far had little response.

Are there any plans to guage silt deposits at the Mullumbim-
by Reservoir? Since erosion is the greatest environmental
problem in our State, why is a Government Department ag-
gravating this very problem in an area classified as a water
catchment?

BRAVING TOURIST
ROUTE 12

The Witsons Cregk Road — the valley's lifeline to town is 2
narrow, winding, treacherous track, laced with wet creek
crossings, loose gravel and blind corners.

A recent 6 day Road Survey by WAG revealed an average of
290.5 vehicles per day using our road. Considering that iog-
ging trucks will be making 30 trips per week {doubling the
present number of heavy trucks) then it would be an intrepid
driver indeed who would dare brave Tourist Route 12 to Up-
per Wilsons Creek. WAG is aware of many near and minor
accidents which have already resulted from vehicles involv-
ed in this operation and there is a recorded instance of a
local accident with a logging truck in December last where
the car involved was written off.

How many more accidents will occur?

To avoid logging trucks residents will have to adhere to a
timetable, creating great inconvenience.

The New Zealand Ministry of Works reported that of 10,000
heavy commercial vehicles surveyed, log carrying vehicles
caused more damage to roads than any other haulages.
Years ago residents dipped into their own pockets to
finance a bridge and the bitumen surface which has since
deteriorated to its present poor condition.

The Shire Engineer advises us that “Wilsons Creek Road us-
ed by logging trucks is obviously inadequate for the task on
road design, maintenance and traffic safety grounds andg
Council could not afford to maintain or reconstruct the
road”. (Shire Council meeting 26.6.84).

AIMS &
ACHIEVEMENTS

WAG calls for an independent Environmental Impact Study
and an immediate halt to all roading and logging. There
seems two options opan to the rasidents to call halt — No
More Destruction.

Firstly a LEGAL and secondly a POLITICAL option.

A legal challenge is possible but in the meantime WAG has
concerned itself with debate and discovering facts. Each
avenue we follow in this search exposes a Pandora’s Box of
twists, vested interests, mismanagement, etc., etc. We
have endeavoured to increase public awaraness of the car-
nage on the Plateau and sesk the support of community
groups. Within a fortnight both the Mullumbimby and
Byron branches of the Labor Party joined us in a call for a
study. They moved promptly with responsible concern to



demand Mrs. Crosio, Minister for Natural Resources, to in-
tervene. Support from environmentally aware groups such
as BEACON, Association for a United Shire etc., followed
and then on 26th June Byron Shire Councillors showed con-
cern for their Shire when they voted 6-3 to request the
Forestry Commission to prepare an E.|.S.

The Shire Engineer advised of the “inadequacy of Wilsons
Creek road” and the lack of local job opportunities in this
operation. All councillors supported, except Crs. Watterson,
who made owl “noises”, Bourne, who said Wilsons Creek
road was built for logging trucks and Cyril James who
doesn’t know any better. Stan Robinson, although chairper-
son and not required to vote requested that it be recorded
that he voted against the motion,

Media coverage has been plentiful and generally favourable
but beware of inaccurate statements by uninformed persons
who have already attempted to discredit WAG by throwing
doubt on our credibility, including the inaptly named North
Coast Branch of the Association for the Protection of Rural
Australia. We suggest these people contact us to establish
their facts before they appear in print as evidence of their ig-
norance.

" WAG is about consensus and a resolve to discover the
FACTS in a responsible manner — we do hope the Forestry
Commission is aware of this public consensus and that Mr.
Wran remain honest to his environmental responsibilities
and avoid pending ecological disaster.

YOU REAP .
WHAT YOU SOW

Instead of financing stop gap employment schemes (such
as painting toilet blocks} the government should plan a ma-
jor Reafforestation Scheme of long term economic
and social banefit — {Just as was very effectively done in
New Zealand in the 1930’s}. Our native forests have been

éxploited almost to the point of extinction on the North
Coast. There are many unemployed who would benefit
from such a scheme.

More trees in N.S.W. die each day than are established. In
1979 Mr. Wran formed a "Task Force to Assist in Reaf-
forestation” aimed at encouraging private forestry, The
government “Task Force” findings were submitted in 1981
but 3 years later have still not been released. Why? Is this
indicative of Mr. Wrans assistance to reafforestation?

The Wran government gives only minimal assistance to the
local volunteer schemes who work hard to reafforest the
countryside, The Forestry Commission Projects Officer who
ance liased with local property owners has been transferred
south and the Forestry Commission is left with a skeleton
staff of 15, including typists, to manage the district's forests.

The Forestry Commission is gradually relocating its opera-
tions from the North Coast native forests to the monoculture
(Radiata Pine) of southern N.S.W. where land prices are
cheaper,

However it has failed in its task of replanting the North
Coast forests after degrading this resource for the past 70
years.

Whilst southern N.S.W. gets new mills, plantations, jobs,
etc., the North Coast is left with ravaged forests, a timber in-
dustry on the brink of closure, yet another Forestry Com-
mission confrontation and the absence of anything like a
responsible reafforestation policy.

Instead of fighting this issue forest by forest we
should be attacking the State government in order to
get a coherent policy that is not just public retations
waffle, and which is translated intc action for the
benefit of Millers, Timber workers, consarvationists
and the public.

LA

Thank you to our many supporters who have contributed time and effort to this campaign. We look forward to your continued
support and anyone who has a spare moment, a dollar, or an idea, please don't hesitate to come forward, as we will only save

the Blackbutt Plateau with community support.

PICNIC MARKET DAY

Visit the Blackbutt Plateau
Guided Forest Walks — Be Early
Music, Stalls, Children’s Entertainment
SATURDAY 28TH JULY
10.00 a.m. start
Helicopter Rides (weather permitting)

HELP SAVE YOUR BLACKBUTT PLATEAU

Donations of saleable items would be appreciated. Please contact us at 84 0174 or 84 0152

WILSONS CREEK ACTION GROUP (W.A.G.) P.O. Box 325, Mullumbimby 2482.
Phone 84 0174 or 84 01562,

ECONCMY PRINTING (D66) 87 A200



BLACKBUTT PLATEAU

"

Location - west of Mullumbimby in NE NSHW

Histc!"ry - residents were first made aware of the issue when roadworks began in 1984.
Action by the Wilsons Creek Action Group, together with continuing access problenms,
eventually resulted-in the calling of a 3-4 year moratorium on logging of the Plateau
by the then Mlnister ‘for Natural Resources Mrs Crosio.

The Resource - The Plateau includes about 115 ha of Blackbutt (E. pilularis) which
has ‘H®en largely unlogged, €£fired or otherwise disturbed. As such it constitutes a
valuable scientific reference area, and is believed to be the largest unlogged
Blackbutt forest between Coffs Harbour and the Queensland border. It provides valuable
habitat for wildlife which depend on the hollows of' the mature trees. Rare and
vulnerable species such as the Powerful aqd Socty Owls, and numerous rare and

endangered plant species have been recorded in the area. Assoclated with the Blackbutt '

forest are warm temperate and subtropical rainforests, other Eucalypt communities,;
teatree scrub and heath. The Plateau is capped by a rock outcrop covered in a rare
form of snow- lichen. .

Nevasae Road - The Plateau ha: not been logged in the past because of its
inaccessability. The FC's access road was located across a cliff face in a very high
rainfall area, and promptly c¢ollapsed. Currently it" is blocked by a huge landslide, Ir
Feb 1986, the Ombudsman found that the road was constructed-dllegally, in that an EIS
should have been prepared. Two engineers have independently measured grades in excess
of the FC's own specificatlons, and commented on the incompetent engineering.

Local community concerns - . Residents are unanimous in their opposition to the use
of the narrow winding road by logging trucks on the grounds of physical danger and
cost to ratepayers. Wilsons Creek is part of the Byron Shires Water Catchment.

Economics - Analyses have shown that royalties derived from .the c¢peration will not
cover the costs of roading etc. WAG maintains that the FC should,not be wasting
further public money on an expensive EIS for an uneconomi¢ project and that the
logging should be abandoned. v

Nature Reserve Proposal - WAG has twice presented a Nature Reserve Proposal to
Environment Minister Moore who has refused to fnvestigate it (over ridden by FC
interests).

Flora Reserve - The FC has announzed plans to declare a Flora Reserve over a small
area of the Plateau. Thls includes the snow lichen and a small area of forest, but
does not protect the major part of E_he Blackbutt Forest. It is regarded as totally
inadequate to protect the values of the Plateauv.

Causley's wvisit - Early in 1989 Causley visited the area and walked up Nevasae Rd
as far as the landslide (thus failing to gain access to the Plateau itself.) He said
that economic factors may result In abandonment of the project, but that since so muck
money has already been spent on the road, it made sense to try to recover it. He fell
back on the 1882 Rainforest Decision commitments to the timber industry as a reasen
for the continuation of the project. He accepted that an EIS would be necessary before
work could begin. .

National Estate 1listing - The Plateau was nominated for the National Estate in
1985 and received interim listing. Lack of funds have prevented investigation of the
nomination though we are assured that this will take place this year.

Felated issues - The BBP is obviously a key campalgn in any overall consideration of
the conservation of *old growth forests.WAG has consistently argued for more
plantations, and restructuring of ‘e FC and forest industries.

Currently - an EIS has been  commissioned and we believe that work has begun on this.
We have Jjust put in a submission, to the Coastal Development Inquiry.

Wilsons Creek Action Group Alan Riordan 066 840152

FO Box 325 . ’ ’ . Barbara Stewart 066 840127
Mullumbimby 2482 Graham Watson 066 840169
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ON FORA GRANT

APPLICATE
WAL TIoNAIL. ESTATE PROGCRAM 198/89
BlLACKEBUTT PIL.ATEALU
M A TURATL HERITA G FE S TUDY
DOCIIMEN TA TIONMN OF
MA TR AL VAal UE S AN
RECOMBMENDA TION S FOR
MAMNAGEMENT

NAME OF APPLICANT ORGANISATIONS
The Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.
i Asszcciation with
The North Coast Envivrornment Courncil Inc.

ADDRESS
176 Cumberlard Street, The Rocksz, Sydrey. 2000,

CONTACT PERSON
Mr Jokn Carkill, Vice Chairpersorn. {(ER) 21-3273 (W)
(Hek) Z1-2&87 (M)
AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE SOQUGHT 21,508, 00
FLUNDS T2 BE PROVIDED BY THE AFFLICANT
Cozt of publishing a summary report for the public

"The Future of the Blackbutt Plateazu” F400, 00
TATAL COST OF PROJECT : $21,900. 00
DETAILES OF PREVIQUS GRANTS FROVIDED THROUGH THE
NATIONAL ESTATE FOR THIS PRJECT il
AMOUNT OF OTHER GRANTS ETC nil

¥ Full costing schedule attached

PROJECT TITLE
Blackbutt Plateauw Natural Heritage Study

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The project will-

¥ raeview and extend existing studies of the Blackbutt Plateau:

* determine the praesence and relative asbundance of vertebrate
wildlife in the area with special reference to rare and
endangered species;

¥ provide a detailed survey of the flaora of the areas

* investiaate the dyramice of the major eco-systems, including
rutrient status, the eaffects of fire, arnd the effectz of
macropod arazings ’

# compile a resource invertory on the Flateau,

* recomnend manaaement sktrategiecs.
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WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE OF THE PROJECT? .

The gereral objective of the project is to research. document and
rromote the zmite's wide rarge of mnatural valuez o support &
propoazal for the Plateau!’ gazettal as & Nabure Reserve under the
N.P.W. Act.

Thiz i=s considered e

from roading activ
Commissiorn inmtermitt

zEential =ince the arcea has beern under thireat
itiez for logginma access by the Forestry
e rtly =ince 1981, .

Recently., the new Minister for Natural Resources, Mr Causley,
{National Party M.F. for Clarernce) indicated +to Byrotn Shire
Councillors that ke dogs net support  any protection of the
Flateau's forests, (24/6/38).

It i= abundantly clear that he and the local Forestry Commizseion
staff have no understanding of the ratural values of the Blackbutt
Flateau. It also appears that they have rne intention to carry out
an Environmental Imract Study teo assess  theze values prior to the
propoesed logging.,

Recommerndad  managemsrnt =trategiez will indicate if, arnd  how
towurists might visit the Plateau to enjoy the =zites! special
featuraes without degrading the resocurce=s rnatural valuess.

HOW WILL THE PROJECT BENEFIT THE NATIONAL ESTATE?

Additiconal informaticon on the sites rmatural values will be
Froduced and publizhed locally to supepocrt the Nature Reserve
Frroposal  for  the Plateauw, which if accepted by the N.S.W.
Hovaernmerdt, will provide permanent protecticon from loggina.

Investigation into and preparaticn of maragement strategies will
contribute to long  term security of the rezource, while allawinsg
a vyet to be determined appropriate  level and standard of
vizitation in the National Eztate zrea.

HOW WILL THE PROJECT BE MANAGED BY THE APPLICANT ORGANISATION?

The Nature Conzervation Council of N.S.W., based in Svdrey, will
manage the eroject in asseciztion with The North Coast Emvironment
Courncil Inc.

The Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W. will adminster the arant
mofey through its  Naticrnal Estats urahts Committes, while Ths
North Coaxst Environment Council Inc. will oversee the project werk
through the formation of a Project Stesring Commitiee.

The Steering Committes will be comprised of members of local
ernviraorment groups:

# The Wilsaons Creek Actiorn Group:

t Byron Environmental ard Conservation Orgamisation (BLE.A.C.O.NG)
¥ 'The Big Scrub' Envirorment Centre Inc. and

v Tie North Coast Envirorment Courncil Inc,

The Wilsoms Creek Action Group, (W.A.G.), Byron Environmental and
Congservation Oraanisation (B.E.A,.C.O0.N.Y and 'The BRig Scrub!
Envircrment Centre Irc. are all memnbers of the regichnal umbrella
arganisaticr, The North Coast Envirorment Council Inc.

The North Coast  Environment Council Inc. i a member of the peak
state body. the Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.



DETAILS OF PROPOSED CONSERVATION PROJECT
Address:

Nullum State Forest, Upper Wilsons Creek Road, Huorbreok.

Name of Owner:
N.S.W. Gaverrmert via Forestry Commission

Legal Site Description: :
Fart Compartments 93V@ﬂd'27 Nullum S.F.,

23

Local Government Area: FEyron Shire

STUDY PROJECTS
(a) Heritage studiess

No previcus Heritage Studies have besn undertaken in this area.

(b)) Details of the study to be carried out:

* imvestigation of probable impact=s of fire aon the snow  licken

Communities;
# compile detalled species lists aof flor
dynamics of ecological wunits in the area
* field survey &f avi-fauna across four ze
¥ zurvey of previously unsurveyed. frogs, r 2z and mamnma
# importance of mature blackbutt trees as bollow nesting =i
fauras '

T e

arnd investigate the

l=3
tes for

# importarnce of site as refugia  for flora and fauwa from adjacent

logged and cleared lands.

{(c) What studies or work have been carried out in this field and

how the present study relates;

June 24 Digstrict Forester Robertson, advizes in letter 1/6/24
that no flora or fauna studiezs have been undertabken

by the Forestry Commissicor.

"
o
3
i
1y
Y

Rare avi-fauna discovered on the FPlateauw following

preliminiary survey by G.Holmes, L.Millege ard

L.Stewart.,

July-Sept. 24 Russ Corbern corducts resgarch  inte Show Lichen and

comeiles raeport lal ] lichken status following
carrezpondence with Botany Dept. Univerzity of
Ghiseernzland, Roval Botanic Gardens ard  National

Herbarium of Victoria.

Dec 35 ravid Milleae prepares preliminary eproposal for
nature reserve.

May 26 A preliminary Vegetation Study Report was prepared

by Jokr Williams fraom The University of New Erngland.

=}
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The survey work proposed will:

~ investigate the compatibility of the protection of the snow
lichern and blackbutt deperdent species with logaing ard/or the
se of fire as recowmmended in Report on Lichern

- proavide a more compreblersive and detailed resource data base
i addition to the data collected in earliser ereliminary
flora and faurna studies:

- evialyate the =site's

arid egiomal refugi

Cundurfeé ity prelimi

significance for seasomal faunal migration

a statuz follawing brief winter survey
Fary avi-Tauna survey:

- study faurna not  suyrveved or described in earliser preliminary
studiez (amphibiarns, reptiles and mammalz) but sugaested to be
cf a diverse rangs:

- investigate and docunent the imnportarmce of  the bBlackbutt
hiollows as habitat for emdemnic zspecies,

{d}Y Details of the qualifications and experience of the the staff
who will carry out the study:

It is anticipated that a conzultant field ecologist experisnced in
comducting fauna surveys  and in evaluating managsenent issuss and
recommending appropriate strategiez will be engaged to undertake
the projecth.

It iz expected that thiz person would be hold a Bachelor of
Science degrees, ar equivalent wark experience ard have been
emprloyed in Australia recerntly in similar field survey research by
a profezsional resource mansgemsnt aOericy.

{e) How the study is to be conducted and the time estimated to
undertake the study:

nt st
studiges fooussed on the site and conduct  interviews with  the
autlore of these =studies as a startirg rcocint for further
field rezearch. )

Consult -, aff will review exizsting published and urnpublished

Fauna Survey

All vertebrate claz=zsez will be sanmpled and a variety of methods

will be used irncluding:

a) =mall mammal trappings

b)) gpatlightiteg for larae mammals and roctural bivd

c) cenzusing diurnal birds usirng pointes and bransec

d) mist nettinag for microchiropterans:

&) pitfall trappirng for ectotbherms and zmall mammals:

) hand collecting of reptiles and amphibians from shelterina
zites beneath rocks, loags etc:

3) playback of recorded soundz to determine the presence of
gparsely distributed zpecies zuck the Marbled Frogmouth, Sooty

u] L' L )

=
L

Owl.
Field survey - 2 »x 2 weeks 4 weaks
Data tabwlation ard analyzis ~ 2 2 1 week 2 waeks
Report preparation - 2 x 2 weeks 4 weeks
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Flora Survey
_A thorough investigation of the floral attributez of the Plateau
will be urdertaker wusirmg the followirg procedures:

&) mapping from aerial photoararphs, followed by arcund 'truthing’
to produce veasetation maps of areater botanical  accocuracy thar
the present Forestry Commizssion typing which are hased on
ecoromic types:

b) transeczt sampling of the major ecolcgical units to determine
spacies aburdance and floristic composition:

—) detailed marping of the location of rare and/or endangersd
spaeciez and other species of botarnical armd ecological interest
2,3, (coral licher. Tmeeipteris =g.)

d)y obtain broad overview of the distributicon of species endemnic to
the Nightcap Ramge arsa,

Field survey - 2 weeks

Lata tabulation and analveis - 1 wesk

Report preparation - - 1 week
4 wesks

Ecosystems Dynamics Study
Investigaticrms irtos the dyrmamics of the major eco-systems prezant
o bhe Plateau will include aszez=ments of:

&) characteristices aof major systems precemt in terms of:
biomasc: Froductivity; rutrient ard water status: forliage
proajective covers; stem densitiez eto.:

) regeneraticon wnder the starnding blackbutt includina fencing
af plat £t exglude macropcd grazing, sampling of understorey,
geed bark investigation etc.;

<) local fire history., ircluding cartorn datirg of charcoal:

d) praocesses opetrating in  areas bordering the Elackbuatt
community, .3, rainforest/wet sclercphiyll interface,
raimforest/heath interfaces

) wildlife habitat value.

Field survey - 48 days in a 1Z month pericd - 10 waeks
Data tabulation and analysis - 2 weeks
Report preparation - 4 waeasks

1& waeks

Public summary report

The publicatiornn of a brief Summary Report for distribution to the
public would require core o two weeks and would be praepared by
members of the Stesring Committee.

The North Co

ast Ervironment Council ard its members will undertaks
to me=t the co

=ts of this publication and distributior.,

il
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HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

The Blackbutt Plateau has great significance ta the Natural
Heritage of N.S.W. ard  Australia =since it i habitat to
Fropulations of rare and endarngered speciez of toth plante  zed
animals.

Floristic significance

Most prominently,. the Plateau has been recoanicsed for the rumber
of forms of the Coral or Lace Licher, Cladia retipora growing im a
very large area of the rock cap.

hese formaticns have been described by Mr Rex Filsom of the
A 3

-
Qét'SH?AuEEFEﬁEiH@ Sgsggfﬁggiéhethsusﬁyaﬁr?ééﬁm E§p962r$”r%35“?” :

The Plateau haz a "high degree of endemism" in its flora, "its age
and ganerally undizsturbed condition, the area has special
zignificance". ‘

While there has been rmo zystematic glant surveys of the area,
batanists vigiting the area have identified 194 plant species, of
which ancoher nirne (7)) species are classed acs rare or threatensed by
Dr Jobe Williamzs of the Department of Botary, WULN.E.

Corckia-Corokia whiteamna, RARE + ENDANGERELD
Small-leaved Hazelwood-Symplocos baeuerlenii, RARE

Feach Myrtle-Uromyrtus australig. RARE + ENDANGEREI
Pink Cherry-Aushtrobuxuz swainii, RARE

Slender Saw Sedag-Gahmnia insianis, RARE

Giant Creek lily-Helmholtzia alaberrima, RARE

Veiny Lace Flower-Archidendron muellerianum, VULNERAELE
Small-leaved BEucdia-Eycdia sp.. RARE

Oval Fork ferm-Tmesipteris ovata RARE

Faunal significance

"Further, a preliminary  survey of bird species identified 57
AT B=1-4 includinmg five (5)  species listed under Schadule 132
{(Jarnuary'24) of the Naticnal Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974.

"These birds - the Wompoo Friut-dove, Powerful Owl, Sooty Cwl,
Albert's Lyrebird arnd the White-sared Morarch. are represntative
of & relatively larae grour of endangered and protact (under the
Act}) wvertbrates whose ranges includse or are centrez o the
faunally rich moist farestes of north-easztern NSW.

"It is caonsidered that another 223 such species are likely to or
possibly may occur on the BRlackbutt FPlateau." (Holmes., Millege
and Stewart, 1924)

Ecotype reference significance

The area i= also recogrised as the largest  remaining arsa  of
unlogaed Blackbwutt forest type betweern Coffz Harbowr and the NSW
CHueesnsland Border., Due to its isclation, this area of forest
apFears Lo have been unaffected by fire for some considerable
time, prabably for the life of the mature trees,

As zuchkh the Balckbutt Flateauw i & rare ard axtremaly important
axample of the natural heritage of the district priocor to
colonmization and settlemnaent.

m
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HERITAGE RECOGNITION

The ERlackbutt Plateauw waz romninated to the Natioral Esztate
Register in  Feburary 1725 by the Nature Canservatiorn Cowrmcil of
N.S.W. and an Intention to list +the Flateauw on the Regicster was
advertised in the Goverrnment Gazette of 30tk October, 1926,

An  Dbjection to  this Li=ting was made, presunably by the
Forestry Commission, and the Plateauw now =till waits o the N.S.W.
Interim Regizter.

COST ESTIMATES

Fauna Survey

Labowr - 10 weeks @ $F200.00 ‘ FE2, 000,00
Travel - 2,540 kms @ $0.20 per/km =00, 00
Non carital expenses - cornsumables#t 1,000, 00

Flora Survey

Labowur - 4 waeeksz @ $200.00 . F3, 200, 00
Travel - 1,000 kme @ $0.20 par/kmn 2000, 00
Non capital expernses - conzsumables® &0, 00

Ecosystem=s Dynamics Study

Labouwr - 2 field trips/month for 1 yvear & $200,.00 F4,200, 00
- data analyzis., report producticon

4 weeks @ F3IN0, 00 1.200.00

Travel - S,000 kmse @ $0.20 per/km 1. 000 00

Nar capital expensez - conzunmables#® . 1,400,040

AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE SOUGHT £21,3500.00

FUNDS TO BE PROVIDED BY THE APPLICANT
Cogt of publishirng a summary report for the public
"The Future of the Blackbutt Flateau” F400,. 00

PROJECT TOTAL . F21, 900, 40

* NOTE:
Consumnable itens to include:
batteries, film and gphotoaraphic development, zamrle bags.
marking tape, Fitfall limes, trap bait, insect repellent, etc
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\ THE BLACKBUTT PLATEAU

hilspns Creek. Action Group

The Blackbutt Plateau was unknown as little as five years ago when
the name was coined to deécribé an isolated forested landmass between
'the Wilsons Creek and Huonbrook vaileys west of Muilumbimby. Teoday,
‘as result of publicity surréunding the act;vities of the Forestry
Commission in the atea, peoplelof the North Coast and.éven further

afield are aware that the Plateau possesses those features which add

© up to a recipe for confrontation:- sought-after timber, combined with

environmental and scientific values. Yet the Plateau is still seldom
visited and little studied.

Although habitation is close by, it is the isolation of the Plateaq 

which has saved the forest from ravage by the timber industry in the ..

past. To the south, gentlér Slopes have allowed some selective
logging to be carried out during the 1960's, to supply a small mill

on the Huonbrook side.

Buf othef'aspects are protected by steep rhyolite cliffs, providing'd'
barrier for both fire and the chainsaw. Cool fires appear to have
licked away at the edges 6f the forest, but protection from high
intensity devastation has left a most unusual forest. Undisturbed,
the tall Blackbutts Have aged, .developed hollows and pipes, their
‘crowns twisted and distprted with the effects of wind and 1ight§ning.
Such a large expanse of Blackbutt forest with its valuable wildlife
hollows is not otherwise found between. Coffs Harbour and the
Queensland border.. The enormous importance of conserving such mature
forests as we have left has been dealt with in a previous article in

.-

this series (Northern Star 15/4/89.)

Here inside the trees live the possums and gliders which are the prey
of the rare and endangered Powerful and Sooty Owla, both of which
have been recorded on the Plateau. Such birds need enormous aread of

forest t£o sustain them,

The diversity of ihe plant communities which constitute the Blackbutt

Plateau are best apprec%ated from a vantage point on a rh}olite rock
outcfop poised above the Blackbutt forest. From an altitu&e of about
700m;, on a clear day, the views up and down the coast are

spectacular. But it's usually raining, and mist swirls around the

A



‘valleys as water pours down the gullies and trickles across the rock®

faces, dripping with ferns and orchids.

It seems but a stones throw away to the heavily logged forests-.of the

Koonyum Range to the north.

Subtropical and warm temperate rainforests complement the harﬂwood
stan&s, the rainforest understorey ihcludihg rare-and endangered
Peach Myrtle, Small ieafed Hazelwood and Corokia. Dense teatree sérub
fringes £hé_summit, where pockets of heath are dotted between the
rocks. They includé a strange variety of bottle brush, which defies
aftempts to’ classify itlintd any known épecies. But most fascinating

and spectacular is the snow lichen.

Like cushions, like pillows, like snowdrifts, these lacy white piles
are strewn between the rocks and mixed with clumps of heath plants.
Half fungus, half plant, the lichen haé achieved an extraordinary
growth forﬁ, unique in its development on.mainland Australia. It
springs back séfgly from the touch.when damp, as has been its
permanent. state of iéfe, but breaks brittly when the bleak dry
»conditions'of the North Coast winter prgvail. Lichen experts advise
that such formations of lichen may have taken forty to fifty years to
develop, but could be destroyed in minutes by the.kind of wild fire

which might easily escape from adjacent logging operations.

"Nevasae.Roéd“ is a Forestry Commission joke -{one must never say
"road"™ which implies that pgrtainﬁspecificatibns have been adhered to
in its construction - in this case they certainly have not) . The
Forestry Commission's access road to the Plateau, which has collapsed
in a deluge of_bouldefs and leéal problems, is in practice the oniy
thing protecting the integrity of the systems of the Plateau from
destruction. The Wilsons Creek Action Group has presented é Nature
Reserve éroposal to the Minister for the Environmént Mr Moore in the
hope that in the long term the preservation and proper management of
the.Blackbutt-Plateau will be seen to be of greater importance than

the short term needs of the timber industry.
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Logging
over. a

Minister_inspects -

b3 . . ,‘.l._'

By GARY CHIGWIDDEN of cur Byron Bay Bureau

Sitting om a rock
perched several hundred
metres above the Upper
Wilsons Creek Valley,
Alan Riordan had the
odds stacked against
him.

Mr Riordan was argu-
ing that plans to log the
Blackbutt Platcau, sev-
eral hundred metres
above where he was sit-
ting, should be dropped
and the whole area turn-
cd into a nature reserve.

But he had to con-
vince some formidable
apposition,

ined up against him
was the Minister for
Natural Resources, Mr
lan Causlcy, the State
Member for Ballina, Mr
Don Page, and several
Forestry Commission of-
ficers.

The debate, which
was always amicable,
took place more than a
kilometre up a leech-in-
fested, steep track
known as Nevasae
Road.

The reason it never
took place on the Black-

butt Piatcau was be--

cause of a large rock-
slide across the road,
which was thought too
dangerous to cross.

Mr Causley earlier
had flown into Ballina
airport and had been
driven in a four-wheel-
drive vehicle to the be-

inning of Nevasac
oad near the end of the

Upper Wilsons Creek

Road. .

To show just what a
friendly exercise it was,
the ministerial entourage
carfier had stopped to
pick up Mr Riordan, a
member of the Wilsons
Creek Action Group,
and another member of
the group, Ms Barbara
Stewart.

The group is, of
course, strongly opposed
to logging on the pla-
teau. -

After some Forestry

Commission sandwiches
and tea at the bottom of
the hill, the party, in-
cluding Cr Cyril James
and Cr Stan Sigley from
the Byron Shire Council,
set out along Nevasae
Road. .
. The hike came to an
end just over a kilometre
along the road, which at
times degenerated into a
single-fite swampy track
— a 'track’ incidentally,
which was built several
years ago at a cost of
$65,000.

After the party re-
moved leeches and re-

ined its breath, Mr

iordan sat down on a
rock, and looking at the
mountain of rocks block-
ing the road, suggested
to Mr Causley that the
logging plans be dropped
and the plateau be turn-

LY y

ed into 4 nature reserve.
He said that whether

_the Forestry Commis-

sion liked it or not, the

clectorate was saying

‘no’ to logging. '
Mr Causley, who had
made the trip to the arca
at the invitation of Mr
Page, assured Mr Rior-
dan that he would not
have made the journey
if there was not any-
thing up here for the
worlc of New South
ales’.

He said there was a
demand in Australia for
timber which could not
be supplied. . .

If timber was not ob-
tained in Australia, it
would have to be impor-
ted which would send
the Australian economy
‘down the spout’, he
said.

From left, Alan Riordan, Mr

- -

age and Mr Camle on the Blackbutt Plateau
yesterday. Picrure: WARREN CROSER

Mr Riordan countered

_ by saying there was no

need to ‘scavenge for the
last bit of timber'. :
" {The debate went back

and forward, with Mr-

-Causley talking about
achieving a ‘balance’,

‘the Forestry Commis-

sion backing him up
with technical details,
and Mr Riordan main-
taining his stance that
the area be turned into a
nature reserve.

. Then it was back
down the road and more
Ieeches.

After a cold drink, Mr
Causley admitted that a
decision on logging in
the area could be ‘years
down' the track’.

He said he was going
to weigh up all the cir-
cumstances.

“There are a multi-

tude of situations, not
the least of which is the
economic situation,” he
said.

" “If the economics
don’t stack up, it won't
be done.”

Mr Causley said that
an environmental impact
study would be conduct-
ed before any decision to
log was made.

He said that if any
logging was carried out
'in the area, it would be
selective.

Only 90 hectares out
of a total area of
294 hectares would be
involved, he said.

As for the trek up and
down the hill, Mr Caus-
ey said he necded the
exercise.

“There were times
when | was found want-
ing,” he said. ’
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NEVASAE NEWSLETTER

This is a quick letter to inform the residents of Byron Shire that the last significant unlogged forestin the shire is about
to ba devastated.

Some three weeks ago local residents were notified of the impending logging operations by the sound of blasting and
falling rocks. Enquiries revealed that an extensive, heavy, near clear fall oparation wes planned for the previously unlogg-
ed inaccessible forest which we now call “BLACKBUTT PLATEAU.” The fact that this oparation means three return
trips by logging trucks each day for up to two years raised immediate concern smongst many residents. The inherent
dangers of the winding narrow Wilsons Creek Road {one of tha worst in the shire) are only too well known,

An action group of local residents met and called a meeting at the local hall. Millers, residents and a Forestry Commis-
sion spokesperson overflowed the local hall and discussed the impending operation.

A “tact finding'* bushwalk with resident, industry and forestry representatives visited "Black Butt Plateau” last Sunday.
It was then some of us realized the precious nature of the forest stand to destroyed.

Stending on the roof of the Shire, from a 40 hactare tock cap, you teke in the vists of a horizon which encompasses
Tweead, Byron and Ballina coastline. Gazing down upon the stand of giant Black Butt the joyfull sound of Lyrebird calls is
ringing all around. You are surrounded by mountain ranges ALL OF THEM HEAVILY LOGGED except for the one on
which you stand, which is still intact because of its inaccessability. Alarm and outrage fills yoy that this last intact stand
of for?slt veterans and its wealth of wildlife {a nursery in fact to rapopulate the surrounding scarred ridges} is to be wiped
out .

It became apparent there were two distinct issues - ROAD AND FOREST.
FOREST FACTS.

¢ Black Butt Plateau is unique in that it is the largest unlogged stand of moist Black Butt from Coffs Harbour to the-
Qid. border.

. The Btack Butt logging operation is, according to Forestry Commission policy, a heavy(Close to clearfe!l) operation
designed only to maximise economic return, The Forastry Commission maintains that Black Butt raquires.a massive
amount of disturbance and consequent burning of logging residue to allow for ‘edequate’ regeneration,

* Age - 600 to BOO years
. There is less virgin Moist Black Butt stands in N.5.W. than Rainforest.

. We found the operation included the roading of some particularly steep slopes and subsequent heavy damage to
the vegetation adjacent to the Rhyalite cliffs is already highly visible.

* The Plateau forming part of the Byron Shire catchment area which provides fresh watar to Mullumbimby township
and surrounding residents, :

. Logging the extremely shallow soil, combined with high rainfall in this steep water catchment will have a
devastating effect on the environmant.

* The effacts of the removal of large number’s of veteran trees and the consequent destruction of their habitat will
lead to a percentage loss of wildlife overall and will etfect the ability of these species to maintain a viable community
after logging. .

* The Forestry Commission have denied us access to their Environmental Review. They have admitted thers is no
species lists of flora or fauna available for the area in question. Little detail to drainage, soils, fire and erosion have been
forthcoming end this suggests to us the information is not even available and that if it exists at all it is embarrassingly
imcomplete and Inadequate.

ROAD and SOCIAL FACTS

* Once again it seems that the might of big businass outweighs the
rights of the people,

¢ A logging truck is up to 2.5 metres wide our road is mostly 3 metres
wide

. Both the togging trucks and the residents have to traverse up to
twalve wet creek crossings, and the subsequent loss of brakas com-
pounds the perill

b To our amazement our independant road and traffic survey showed
260 v~hicles used our road gach day.

* Since the last logging operation the population explosion in the
valley is indicated by the 100% increase in telephone connections in the
past two years. From Council records there are over 400 ratepayers in this
wrea, this indicatas a population in axcass of 1,000 residents.

* For many years tha local Progress Association has unsuccessfully lobbied to improve our hazardous road. There
have been numerous accidents and recently 8 precedence was set when legal action was taken against Byron Shire
Council over the inadequacy of their rocads,

* Thare have been studies which indicate that logging trucks severely damage roads proportionally far more than the
increasa in weight would indicate.

. Improvemnents to roads and bridges have been HARD WON by local residents. Tha bitumen surface was paid for
by a voluntary levy on valley ratepayers and the Pioneer Bridge was partly financed by fund raising activities by the Pro-
gress Association over many, many years, {Lots of lamingtons went into Pioneer Bridgel)

. Residents are incensed that logging trucks are using our road without 50 much as consultation, let alone financial
contribution to the upkeep of the road.

)



STANDARD SAWMILLS is owned by the giant ADELAIDE STEAM-
SHIP COMPANY, who monogpolize the local timber industry, squesezing

out the small independent mill operators. Their concarn for eithar the
forest, residents or the small miller is not apparent.

They are the only mill with the technology to efficiently, laminate small
logs into large beams {stable beam) yat they unmercifully plunder this last
area of primieval wilderness.

The proposed quota of 12,600 cubic metres gross is now estimated to net
8,000 cubic metres of logs. This is a doubtful figure as these old forest
giants are replete with hollows {wildlife habitats}.

The Forestry Commission continually assert that the moist Black Butt
forest is 300 years old, over mature, and will soon fall down. Independent
Botanists estimate that the forest is already 600 to 800 years old and still
growing. .

It the cost of roading is in excess of $90,000 and the royalties are up to
$200,000 the cost { benefit seems unjustifiable. -
The 200 cubic metres of rainforest timber would provide only thiee days | %
employment at Standards. ‘ “

If one timber home uses 20 cubic metres the total operation will build 100 ™
homes. Most of this timber is designated for the Brisbane market. / Q’{-

AIMS

We are not willing to stand by and ses this unique forest severely damaged just to provide logs to an jrresponsible and
wasteful industry. We therefore demand that an Environmental Impact Study be commissioned and the area declared a
NATURE RESERVE. ] ) .
If ever the Forestry Commission intends to assess the scological etfects of the intensive forestry practices used in moist
hardwood stands on the North Coast, what will it use as a standard of control against which to judge the effects of its
Black Butt plantations. . .
Upon receiving results of a small independant fauna study of only six hours observation, our concern for the habitat re-
quirements and welfare of the birdlife has greatly increased. Already contact has been made with two endangered
species and forty other species of the Avian community have been positively recorded. ) . ) ]

An investigation into the monopolization of the timber industry in this area should be carried out in conjunction with ad-
dressing ibe plight of the small sawmill operator. Qutrageous workers compensation payments have contributed to the
demise of our local mills end needs redress. )
We sympathize with timber workers who have such an ineffective union, hazardous working conditions, low wages, high
turnover of jobs and no guacantee of permanent employment. The government should address these problems.
However, we cannot ha responsible for past planning mistakes and by increased mechanization of the timber industry.

The Forestry Commission don't like 10 call things like a 45° slope carved into a sheer cliff face a road. Asa "road" implies
that certain standards have been met. As it is very hard for road builders to achieve any degree of excellence when deal-
ing with a sheer cliff the Department uses the tag “NEVASAE ROAD". Hence the road into the “Black Butt Plateau” is
officially, at present, “Nevasae Road”.

we'd like to point out to the Commission and Sawmill conglomerates some other good uses for this tag, for instance:-

* Nevasae rainforest when you can say mixed brushwood

. Newvasae snow lichen when you can say fungal growth.

* Nevasae concerned residents when you can say protestors.

* Neuvasae clearfell devastation when you can say selective legging, harvesting, management of resources etc. elc.

YOU CAN HELP US SAVE BLACK BUTT PLATEAU BY:-

*Writing letters to relevant-Ministers, newspapers, elc.

*Lending us a typewriter/typist.

*Offering skills or information or fighting funds.

*Band’s or promaoticnal help.

*Keep us informed of anything you hear about this issue.

*Even if you can just help keep us on our feet with cups of tea and moral support.

*Donations of Food, Fruit, and anything saleable for Sat 16th, Ideas, Able bodies, Motor Bikes, 4 W.D.Vehicles, Horses,
light trucks ar utes are urgently needed

“THE BIG SCRUB FESTIVAL" The Repentance Creek Hall on Sunday 17th June from 1 p.m. will be jammed with

displays from the early days by National Parks & Wildlife Service, Forestry Comm., Rich, Riv, Historical Soc., Aborig.

glspiays. Veiw the Breathtaking Beauty of the Black Butt Plateau from the Helicopter which will be available most of the
ay

CHEAP HELICOPTER RIDES $15 pet SEAT:- Will be a feature of the Picnic Day at Wilsons Creek this Sat June 16th,
There will be Crafts, Stalls etc, Children & Adults entertainment, Music as well as Scenic Joy {lights over the beautifu
“BLACK BUTT PLATEAU" The picnic site is down by the creek, where campfires will be availabie Lot

Wilsons Creek Action Group (W.A.G.)
P.O. Box 325, MULLUMBIMBY, 2482
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25th February, 1988.

Wilson's Creek llall ‘was overflowing last night {(Wednesday)
as local residents, Byron Shire ‘Counsillors, Politicians, Conserv-
ationists and the Forrestry Commission met to consider the future
of the Blackbutt Plateau, near Mullumbimby.

National Party candidate Mr. Don Page and Democrat Mr., Stan
Gibbs both addressed the meeting and gave statements of support
for Wilson's Creek Action Group's moves to have the area declared
a Nature Reserve. )

s
Mr Page sald, "There was strong arguement for reservation and
and agreed to¥do everything in h%@fpower to make sure the Blackbutt
Plateau 1s classified a National Park or Nature Reserve." |le sug-
gested a tariff on imported timber with the funds directed towards
planting indiginous species. “Toomuch emphasis has been placed on
softwood Pine Plantations instead of regenerating hardwood forests."

Mr Stan Gibbs saidon behalf of Ballina Candidate Mr Ivor *
Brown, that the Democrates supported W.A.G. entirely.

Mr Don Beck, the mgmber for Byron and Mr Tom Mooney the
Labour candidate for Ballina, ‘both sent their apologies. Mr Beck
wished W.A.G. a successful meeting while Mr Mooney said'Tt would
seem both logical and appropriate that the Blackbutt Plateau be
protected as a Nature reserve and be incorporated into the exist-
ing Nightcap National Park. It would then be managed and adminis-
tered by the National Parks and Wildlife Service." He gave this
undertaking despite the fact that the Plateau is outside his elect-
orate; for he felt so strongly about the issue that it transcends
electoral bounderies. .

The meeting unanimously passed the following resolu£10n§

1} Expresses serious concern that the minister for forests, Mr
Hallam, has done nothing but protect the forrestry Commissions
logging road rather than act to protect the integrity of the Black-
butt Plateau.

2} It congratulates the Byron Shire Council for recommending
environmental protection zones over the Blackbutt Plateau and
expresses 1t's concern that these zonings may be eroded by the
North :Coast Environment Plan.

3) It requests the minister for environment and plénning, as the
minister responsible, to act with urgency to create a Nature Reserve

at Blackbutt Plateau, as an extention of the Nightcap National Park.

A further highlight of the evening was an agreement between the
Forrestry Commission and Byron Shire Councillors to liase on the
future of the Blackbuttt Plateau.

Authorized by W.A.G.
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ROAD COSTS
ESCALATE

Nevasas Road, the Farestry Commission’s access to the
previously inaccessible Blackbunt Plateau is no closer to
being o road. Built supposedly to last the duration of 3 2
year logging operation the road collapsed within a fortnight,
after only a tew days of rain. The Ryolita clifis fractured and
dumped hundreds of tons of rock, trees and forest soil onto
Nevasae Ruad. Bulldozers are frantically trying to reopen it
before any investigation begins.

In another section which waverses the steep clitf face,

Nevasas Read partly collapsad and slid 200 maetres towards -

Wilsons Craek.

After only a few weeks the mountain has purged itself and
again proved the need for study. Almost 3 times more
mountain has had 1o be moved than originally anticipated,
the road is 2 months behind schedule and roading costa
continue to ascalate. '

When will the Forestry Commission realise the futlity of
roading a ¢fiff face in suth a high rainfall area tapprox. 150"
of rainfall p.a. 4,000mm). Wea challenge them to raveal to
the public the true and entire roading costs.

As wo have stated earlier, the mature nature of this Moist
Blackbutt forest makes the revenue from royalty payments
very duestionable because of the targe hollows in these
vateran trees and the possibility that an unknown number
will shatter on impact when {efled.

Together with spiralling roading costs, the economic viabili-
ty of the operation is a sham. The Forestry Commission’s
roading costs will possibly ba greater than the royalties from
the timber and once again the taxpayers of N.S.W. will have
to pay for Forestry Commission musmanagement. For
what......7 Not only do we have to subsidise the coffers of
Standard Sawmills but we are expected 1o accept a flanen-
ed forest and an unsafe roadl]

STANDARD SAWMILLS
CANT LOSE

The multi-ntational Adelaide Steamship Co. purchased Stan-
dard Sawmillers not because the Murwillumbah Mill was
profitgble or had any future but because it possessed the
laminating technology which Adelside Steamship could
uiilize in its extensive third world operations,

Who are the Adelaide Steamship Co.? At face value 8
respectable Company, but when it comes to flattening
forests, thay have no equal on tha North Coast.

Incraased mechanization and the planned company closure
of Standard Sawmills “over mature Log Operation” will
mean the retrenchment of most of the Murwillumbah
workers, The once labour intensive industry will employ
high techmoltogy” end only a8 small group of computer
operators.

This is likely within two years and we wonder if the werkers
have been informed. Whether they log or not Standard
Sawmills are in & no loss situation,

We suspect Standard Sawmills would be pleased if it were
told NO LOGGING! They could claim compensation from
the State Government, i.e. 1axpayers, and have an excuse to
tlose their uneconomic section of the mill and blame all the
industries woes on the conservationists. Once again big
business does well and the taxpayer, mill worker and resi-
dent are squeezed. It would be interesting to find out how
much Standard Sawmills have received in compensation
over the past few years and how much of this was paid to
workers as retrenchment pay?

FLORA

The extensive stands of coastal Blackbutt (Eucalypius
Pilularis} after which the Plateau is named are the most im-
portant feature of this area. The hugs weas (which are gt
least 300 and possibly 600 to 800 years old) are replate with
extengive pipes and hollows, The undergrowh ranges from
dense Rifte grass to a mixture of rainforest speacies in the
gullies. Sheer Rhyolite cliffs fringe the Plateau, but once on
top of the central rock outcrop imprassive views are abtain-
ed of tha nightcap range to the west and Mt. Jerusalemn to
the north. Towards the coast a panoramic vista unfolds
from Twesd Heads, south to Ballina, with Cape Byren in the
central background.

The Plateau includes a mosaic of vegetation ranging from
the drier Bloodwood and Scribbly Gums with an
undergrowth of Banksia & Grass Trees (Blackboys 1,000
yaars old) 1o the moist Blackbutt forest featuring Turpentine
and reinforest in the gullies, The 40 h.a. rock outcrop is
carpated by snow lichen protected by mountsin hesth,
dominated by Ti-Tree. We have compilad a list of over 150
flora specias which included such Rainforest types es
Rosewood, Crabapple, Coachwood, Pencil Cedar and the
scarce small leafed Hazetweod.

Powarful Owl

An example of the delicate balance berween an uniegged
forest and its inhabitants,

Distribution: S5.E. Coast of Australia and now endangered as
a result of the loss of its habitat,

Description; Australia’s largest owl stands 60 ¢m tall with a
wingspan of over a mewre. Mate for life luvp 16 30 yrs), eats
80 - 100 possums and sugar gliders per year. Needs a large
forest area with suitabde hollows for prey and nest sites.

FAUNA

The age and undisturbed nature of this Forest makes it par-
ticularly valuable in terms of providing tha hollows required
a3 den and nest sites for tree dwelling animals laboreal) and
birds. ’

Cursory independent studies of the bird life of the Plateau
recorded 57 species of which 5 are &lassified under the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife act as vuinerable and rare. These
endangered species are the Albert's Lyrebird, the Wompoo
Fruit Dova, the Powerful Owl, Sooty Owl and the White
Eared Monarch, Many othess atg likely to be recorded in
longer erm studies and when spring and summer migrants
are considered.

Albarts Lyrebird

Distribution: Rare, resticted to mountainous rainforest of
S.E. QLD, and N.E N.S.W.

Cl]a(acteris:ics: Songster with remarkable powers of
mimicry.

wh g,
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Graater Glider i

Aboui 1 metie long, exist's only in hollow trees, moves

argund in a set pattern using the same trees each night to

make composit glides of up to 600 mewes. Can be tound in

;ro colour types both of which may occur on tha Blackbunt
ateau.

This forest is of even age indicating an absence of high intensity fires and this unusual situation is likely to continue becausa of

the protection atforded by the fringing rainforest and sheer ¢liffs,

I this pre-colonial stand we:e destroyed, the scientific community and the public would be deprived of a vaiuable resource and
the forestry Commission would loese a reference area against which 1o assess the ecological effects of Blackbutt Plantation
Forestry. A forest with these characteristics is pocaly represented in National Parks and the states’ Nature and Flora Reserves

and is rarer than rainforest,

We proposed this area ag'a Flora Reserve so that it may temain as the last piece of wilderness of its kind in the world 10 pro-

vide habitat tor the many“endangered specig

hich depend upon it for their survival.

DIRTY WATER

Recent heavy rain has confirmed that the sieep slopes sur-
rounding the Blackbutt Ptateau are of a highly erosive nature
when subjectad to forest or top soil removal.

Muddy water conditions resulting from blasting end roading
works already affect the timeless habits of several ¢reek in-
habitants, Our man at Taronga Zoa informs us the platypus
is in for & hard 1ime {eeding off the bartom and dislikes the
taste of powdered Rhyolite.

After contacting Public Works, Soil Canservation and Catch-
ment Protection, we have so far had litle response.

Are thete any plans to guage silt deposits at the Mullumbim-
by Reservoir? Since erosion is the greatest environmental
problem in our State, why is a Government Department ag-
gravating this very problem in an area classified as a water
catchment?

BRAVING TOURIST
- ROUTE 12

The Wilsons Creek Road — the valley's Iifeline to town is 2
narrow, winding, treacherous track, laced with wet creek
crossings, leose gravel and blind corners.

A recent 6 doy Road Survey by WAG revealed an average of
290.5 vehicles per day using our road. Considering that iog-
ging rrucks will be making 30 trips per week (doubling the
present number of heavy trucksh then it would be an intrepid
driver indeed who would dare brave Tourist Route 12 to Up-
per Wilsons Creek. WAG is aware of many near and minor
accidenis which have already resulted from vehicies involv-
ed in this operation and there is @ recorded instance of a
local accident with a logging truck in December last where
the car involved was written off,

How many more accidents will occur?

To avoid logging trucks residents will have 10 adhere to a
timelable, creating great inconvenience.

The Wew Zeatand Ministry of Works reported that of 10,000
heavy commercial vehictes surveyed, log carrying vehicles
caused more damage to roads than any other haulages.
Years age residents dipped into their own pockets to
finance a bridge and the bitemen surface which has since
deteriorated to its present poar condition.

The Shire Engineer advises us that “Wilsons Creek Road us-
ed by logging trucks is obviously inadequate for the task on
read design, maintenance and traffic safery grownds ang
Council could not afford to maintain or reconstruct the
road”. (Shire Council mesting 26.6.84).

AIMS &
ACHIEVEMENTS

WAG calls for an indapendent Envirenmental Impact Study
and gn immadiate halt to all roading and logging. Thers
seams two options open to the residants to call halt — No
More Destruction.

Firstly a LEGAL and secondly a POLITICAL option.

A lagal challenge is possible but in the meantime WAG has
concerned itself with debate and discovering facts, Each
avenue wa follow in this search exposas a Pandonra's Box of
twists, vested interests, mismanagement, ¢tc., elc. We
have endeavoured to increase public awareness of the car-
nage on the Plateau and seek the support of community
groups, Within a fortnight both the Mullumbimby and
Byron branches of the Labor Party joined us in & call for a
study. They moved prompily with responsible concern to

|ohest Masar{ s for Natwe R. a5 esctemaion o Nightcap N.P.



demand Mrs. Crosio, Minister for Natural Resources, to in-
tervene, Suppont from environmentally aware groups such
as BEACON, Association tor a United Shire etc., tollowed
and then on 26th June Byron Shire Councillors showed con-
cern for their Shire when they voted 6-3 to request the
Forestry Commission w prepare an E.LS,

The Shire Engineer advised of the “inadequacy of Wilsens
Creek road” and the lack of tocal job opportunities in this
operation. All councitiors supporiad, except Crs, Watterson,
who made ow! “noises”, Bourne, who said Wilsons Creek
road was built for logging trucks and Cyril James who
doesn’t know any better. Stan Robinson, although chairper-
son and not regquired to vote requested that it be recorded
that he voted against the motion,

Media coverage has been plentitul and generally favourable
but beware of inaccurate staterments by uninformed persons
who have already attempted to discredit WAG by throwing
doubi on our credibility, incleding the inaptly named North
Coast Branch of the Association tor the Protection of Rural
Australia. We suggest these people contact us 1o establish
their facts betore they appear in print as evidence of theis ig-
narance,

" WAG is about consensus and a resolve to discover the
FACTS in a responsible mannet — we do hape the Foresiry
Commission is aware of this public consensus and that My,
Wran remain honest to his environmental responsibilities
and avoid pending ecological disaster,

YOU REAP
WHAT YOU SOwW

Instead of financing stop gap employment schemes (such
as painting toilet blocks) the government should plan a ma-
jor Reafforastation Scheme of long term economic
and social benefit — {Just as was very elfectively done in
New Zealand in the 1930°s). Qur native lorests have been

exploited almost to the point of extinction on the North
Coast, There are many unemployed who would benefit
from such a scheme,

More trees in N.5.W. die each day than are established. In
1979 Mr. Wran iormed a8 "“Task Force 10 Assist in Real-
torestation™ aimed at encouraging private forestry. The
government “Task Force” findings were submitted in 1981
but 3 years later have still not been released, Why? Is this
indicative of Mr. Wrans assistance to reafforestation?

The Wian government gives only minimal assistance to the
local volunteer schemes who work hard 1o reafHorest the
countiyside. The Forestry Commission Projects Officer wha
once liased with local property owners has been transferred
south and the.Foresiry Commission is left with a skeleton
stati of 15, including typists, to manage the district's {orests,

The Forestry Commission is gradually relocating its opera-
tions tiom the North Coast native forests to the monogulture
[Radiata Pine} of southern N.SW. where land prices are
cheaper.

However it has failed in its task of replanting the North
Coast torests after degrading this resource for the past 70
years.

Whilst southern N.5.W. gets new mills, plantations, jobs,
ete., the Nosth Coast is teft with ravaged forests, a timber in-
dustry on the brink of closure, yet anothar Farestry Com-
mission confrontation and the ebsence of anything like a
rasponsible reafforestation puolicy.

Instead of fighting this issue forest by forast we
should be ettacking the State governmant in order to
get a coherent policy that is not just public relations
walle, and which is translated into action for the
bengfit of Millers, Timber workers, consarvationists
end the public,

Thank you to our many supporiers who have contributed time and eHort to this campaign. We look forward to your continued
support and anyone who has a spare moment, a dollar, or an idea, please don't hesitate to come forward, as we will only save

the Blackbutt Plateau with community support.

PICNIC MARKET DAY

Visit the Blackbutt Plateau
Guided Forest Walks — Be Early
Music, Stalls, Children’s Entertainment
SATURDAY 28TH JULY
10.00 a.m. start
Helicopter Rides {weather permitting)

HELP SAVE YOUR BLACKBUTT PLATEAU

Donations of sateable items would be appreciated, Please contact us a1 84 0174 or B4 0152

WILSONS CREEK ACTION GROUP {W.A.G,) P.0. Box 325, Mullumbimby 2482
Phone 84 0174 or 84 0152,
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THE LAST STAND

It's 4 weeks since the last Navasae Newsletter which was
released to inform Byron Shire of the current roading and
proposed logging operations for the Blackbutt Plateau. This
newsletter is a brief report of the past four weeks which we
have devoted to investigating the validity of the Forestry’'s
operation, the aim of which is 10 devastatle the largast
significant stand of unlogged moist Blackbutt in N.S. .

—.. Further investigation has ravealed it is probably, tha most

significant forest of its type in the world.

FORESTRY COMMISSION
MISMANAGEMENT
The Forestry Commission of N.S.W. was created by an act

of parliament in 1916 for the express purpose of providing
“timber in perpetuity to the pecple of N.5.W.”, The Com-

u.ﬂ"*‘,l mission has clearly failed its chartes otherwise it would not
1
'

have to exploit this lasi unlogged Moist Blackbutt Forest,
After all the Forestry Commission’s sole is to prevent
mismanagement of our forests and 10 discourage greedy op-
portunism.

Without notifying residents and ignoring the residential
nature of Wilsons Creek, the Forestry Commission has
unleashed a major roading and blasting operation to gain ac-
cess 10 the Blackbutt Plateau. Undar section 112 of the En-
vironmenta! Planning and Assessment Act {E.P.A) of 1979,
the Forestry Commission must undertake an En-
vironmaental impact Study (ELS.) tor "any activity
which atfacts the anvironment”.

- Roading the undisturbed Plateau and ¢litf face constitutes a
significart effect on the environment and should hsve been
investigated along with the plan 1o neai clear fall and burn
the moist Blackbutt Forest,

Besides this flagrant disregard of e law the Forestry Com-
mission has contravened its own Management Objectives
{see Table 1) and WAG will continue to insist that an E.LS.
be carried out before there is anymore senselass destruc-
tion.,

Table 1

Quote from Saection 8 Forestry Act 1916
Management Qbjettives;
To maimain a natural forest vegetation cover, adequate
io:

{al

conserve the soil resources and water catchment
capabilities

Ib) maintain & diversity of habitat and wildlife indigenous
to thg ares

retain a forest anvironmeni aesthetically aceeptable 1o
the public generally,

To maintain any unique or rare aicheological, historical,
floral, faunal or other scientific values.

le!

Note the Foresiry Commission’s contravention of their own
objectivest
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OF THE OMBUDSMAN ACT

. ' THE FORESTRY COMMISSION

Al
The conduct of the Commission in deciding to.

construct tne Nevadae Road and the formulation of a

proposal to log Nullum State Forest,
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FINAL REPORT

THE COMPLAINANT

Ms. R. Clayfield on behalf of the Wilsons Creek Action
Group.

THE AUTHORITY

The Forestry Commission of New Suuth Wales (the Commission),

THE COMPLAINT

Ms. Clayfield complained to this Offiﬁe about.tﬁe
unsuitability of roads in the Nullum State Forest qu
logging operations and the manner in which a road had been
constructed to service proposed logging in the area.

THE INVESTIGATION

As a consequence of Ms. Clayfield's complaint, an

Tnvestigation was initiated into:

1. the failure of the Commission to properly consider
all relevant matters prior to its decision to log
Nullum State Forest; and o

2. the failure of the Commission to properly implement
1ts decision to tog so as to minimise any damage and

destruction to the affected area.

Following an inspection of the area by the Ombudsman, the
conduct the subject of Anvestigation was re-defined by him _

as:
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The alleged failure of the Commission to comp]J‘with the
provisions of section 112 of the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act prior to the construction in or about
May 1984 of the Nevasae Road which road has, as fts
primary purpose, the facilitation of logging in an area
of some 100 hectares of forest forming part of the
Nullum State Forest and called by the complainants the
Blackbutt Plateau.

Later, during the course of the investigation, the.  Ombudsman
added a second matter to the conduct to be investigated:

The alleged failure of the Commission to properly
consider al)l relevant matters in order to establish
whether an environmental impact statement was required
fn terms of Section 112 of the Environmental Planning-
and Assessment Act prior to the construction of Nevasae
Road and the formulation of a proposal to log Nullum
State Forest.

In the course of the investigation, all)l relevant files and
documents of the Commission were examined,_ thﬁiriés-wefe
made of a number of the staff of the Forestry Commisgion. '
In addition, the Ombudsman and his investigation officer'
inspected the area and the construction work carried out by
the Commission.

RELEVANT MATTERS

The Forestry Commission is constituted under the-Foresfry'
Act, 1916, as amended. This Act gives the Commission the
responsibility for the control and management of state
forests and a variety of powers and responsibiIitiés
relating to timber and 1ts products in New South Wales,.

In August 1983 the Forestry Commission completed an
environmental review relating to the construction of logging
roads and tracks and logging from the Wilsons Creek section
of Nullum State Forest. The author of the review,.Mr. i.ﬁ"
Robertson, District Forester, concluded that:



5.

.4

{a) The impact to the overall environment through,
road construction and logging is not sufficient
10 warrant abstaining from the proposed’
operation,

(b} There is no unusual fauna or flora, or sites of
stgnificance known which should preclude going
ahead with the operation nor should the operation .
be postponed pending investigation for such
rareities or sites.

(c) Sufficient environmental safequards are proposed
to minimise the level of impact on the
environment.

In view of these conclusions it is recommended
that an EIS not be prepared for the construction
of Nevasae Road or for the 1ogging of part
compartments 97 and 27 Nullum State Forest.

Mr. Robertson's review states, under the heading “Decision”,
“the environmental effect of this proposal s not likely to
be significant. An environmental impact statement wil} not
be prepared”.

The review was approved by the then Acting Regional
Forester, Mr. G.J. Gray and forwarded to the Secretary of

the Commission.

Section 11{1){e) of the Forestry Act, 1916 enables the
Commission to construct, among other things, roads for the
taking or the moving of timber from any state Forest.
Section 11{4) of that Act enables the Commissior to'enfer
Tnto any agreement with the holder of a licence, for the
construction of a road which 1s necessary to enab]e'timber,
products or forest materials to be taken from the land.

On 21 Movember 1983 the Commission submitted a proposal for
the construction of Nevasae Road to the Minister for . '
Forests. The expenditure was approved by ﬁﬁe Minister on 29
November 1983. )

0n 26 Apri) 1984 the. Commission commenced construction of

the Nevasae Road, the purpose for which was to enable the

taking of timber from the areas of the Nullum State Forest
to be 1ogéed.
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5.7

5.8

5.9

On 17 May 1984, a Timber Licence was issued to Standard Saw
Mitling Co Pty Limited, The licence, signed by Mr. I.G.
Robertson, District Forester, permitted the taking of
hardwood and brushwood sawlogs from the Murwi]iumbah
Forestry Management Area, under direction by the District.
Forester or hisg Deputy.

At the time of the decisions referred to above it was
envisaged that logging would not commence until the spring
of 1985,

The Nevasae Road, which has now been completed, ts a short
life road, leading off Upper Wilsons Creek Road, which is a
Shire road. The Hevasae Road was built for the purpose of
access to and from the proposed area of logging in the
Nullum State Forest and would be used by heavy trucks
transporting sawn timber logs. In its environmgntal survey,
the Commission estimated that trucks Qould trével along the
road six times a day for six months of the year for a period
of two years. Much of the road is constructed on the edge
of a steep slope and through a plateau (known as the
Blackbutt Plateau). Since the completion of constfuction,
following a period of rain, part of the Nevasae Road
collapsed, and the debris siig towards Wilsons Creek. _
Furthermore, it has reported that the ryolfte cliffs, which
skirt the road in some places have subsided,.deposjttng
rocks, trees and soil on the Nevasae Road. Action was taken
to clear away this debris. Annexed dre photographs of the
road, during and after construction,.

The area concerned is subject to high annual rainfall. The .
town of Mullumbimby receives its water supply from '
Wilsons Creek, above which the Nevasae Road is locéted.f Tﬁe
Commission has stated that during construction there may. be
some discolouration of the water, but this {s only -
transtent. The complainants éxpressed concern that
sfltation of the creek would occur as a resq]t of the
construction of Nevasae Road. However, the Commission

considered that rock spoil from the construction of the. road
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would not contribute significant amounts of sediment to
Wilson's Creek. ’

On 11 March 1985 the Director of the Department of
Environment and Planning, Mr. R.B. Smyth wrote to the
Ombudsman, informing him that he had visited the Nullum
State Forest and inspected the area where the proposed
logging is to take place. He enclosed with his letter a
copy of a letter dated 26 February 1985 sent by the Minister
for Planning and Environment, the Hon. R. Carr to the then
Minister for MNatural Resources, the Hon. J.A. Crosio. Mr.
Carr's letter states, in part:-

...the Director of Environment and Planning was briefed
by District Officers of the Forestry Commission during
an inspection of the work so far undertaken in the :
preparation for the logging of Blackbutt Plateau. The
Director has advised me that the extensive road works
that have been undertaken have had and still have a
significant effect on the environment. The Director
considers that the extensive logging operation which
the Forestry Commission has advised the Ombudsman will
commence in September of this year, will also have a
significant effect on the environment.

The Forestry operations proposed for the Blackbutt
Plateau are extensive and it is the Director's view
that an environmenta) impact statement should have been
completed before work commenced, and certainly should
be completed before the logging operation commences.
The Director's view is based on his assessment of the
operation and the precedent established in the Court's
decision on the logging of rainforest remnants {in the
Gooninbar State Forest. The accessing of Blackbutt
Plateau and the logging operation proposed in the
Nullum State Forest is more extensive than the work
proposed in Gooninbar, which the court found warranted "~
an environmental impact statement.

The Director has also advised me that the Department:
has previously offered to assist the Forestry
Commission in steering the preparation of the
environmental impact statement that would properly
address the jissues, but not involve the Commission in
the extensive costs which they suggest would be
incurred. 1 am pleased to confirm the Director's offer
of having the Department join with the Commission in a
Steering Committee to supervise the preparation of an
appropriate environmenta) impact statement for the
proposed forestry operations. [If you are prepared to
accept this offer, I suggest the Commissioner of )
Forests contact the Department of Environment and

Planning to e€stablish the necessary Steering Committee.
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In view of the representations which have been made to
the Premier on this matter | have forwarded a copy of .
this letter to him,

5.11 In response to the statement of provisional findings and
recommendations prepared in relation to this investigation,
the Commissioner for Forests said:-

- Roading operations and proposed logging operations are
not "extensive" by any relative or objective test.
Perhaps greater familiarity with forestry operations
would materially alter the view of the Director.

His opinion of "significant" effect is irrelevant,
S. 112 is interpreted by Courts.

The Commissioner also told the Ombudsman that Forestry and
Department of Environment and Planning staff investigated -
the cost of taking up the Director's offer “to assist the’
Forestry Commission in steering the preparation of the
environmental impact statement”. However, the_offer.wés
rejected by the Commission because of the cost and the faqt'
that the Director would not guarantee that legal proceedings
would not be taken by him for the failure of 'the thmissipn |
to comply with clause 57 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Regulation, 1980. This clause specifies that an
environmental impact statement should be in writing and
signed by the person preparing it. It also sets out the
matters that'must be covered by the Statement. '

Clause 58 of the Regulation provides that the person
preparing the Statement shall consult with the Director, and
have regard to any requirements of the Director about tﬁe
form and content of the Statement which have been not{fied
fn writing by the Director. According to the Commissfoner,-
the Commission “requested Mr. Smyth to amend C1. 58 to
provide that his requirements override the Cl1. 57
requirements, but he was not prepared to do this".

5.12 On 26 April 1985 the Secretary of the Premier's Department,
Mr. G. Gleeson, informed the Ombudsman that, following

consultation with the Premier, the Minister for Natural
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Resources had decided that no logging of the Nullum State
Forest would occur within the next 4 to 5 years.
Furthermore, it was decided that the Ministers approval and
an environmental impact statement would be necessary before
logging commenced.

RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS

At the time when the proposal to construct the Nevasae Road
was before the Forestry Commission for approval, the
provisions of section 112 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act, 1979 stated, in part:-

{1} the determining authority shall not make a final
decision to undertake, or to approve of the.
undertaking of, an activity that {s either a
prescribed activity, an activity of prescribed
kind or an activity that is likely to .
significantly affect the environment unless -

(a) the determining authority has obtained,
examined and considered an environmental
fmpact statement in respect of that
activity

At that time, “activity" was defined in section 110 of "the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act as:

(a) the formulation of a proposal, or the making of.a
recommendation or decision, for the carrying out
of a development, work or project by a.determining
authority or a development, work or project for.
which the approval of an determining authority is -
required; .

{b) the incurring of expenditure by or on behalf of
the determining authority in respect of the
carrying out of a development, work or project by
the determining authority or the incurring of
expenditure by or on behalf of any other person 1in
respect of the development, work or project for
which the approval of an determining authority is
required; or

(c) the carrying out of a development, work or project
by determining authority or a deve1opment work .or
project for which the approval of a determining
authority is required,



but does not include the preparation or making of an
environmental planning instrument under Part III or an
activity as defined in paragraph (a), (b) or.(c) that
requires a consent under Part 1IV.

6.2 According to the Forestry Commission, when a proposaﬁ'js
made to construct a road to service logging'operations, an
environmental review is prepared, and on the basis of this
review, the decision is made whether or not an environmental

impact statement is necessary. The Commissioner for Forests
advised this O0ffice as follows:

The proposal to construct a road is submitted by the
District Forester to his supervising Regional Forester.
This submission will include information on the cost of
the road and the amount of revenue which will be
generated by use of the road. It must be shown that
environmental safequards have been properly considered,
This submission is considered by the Regional Forester
who will forwarded 1t to Head Office for consideration.
In Head Office 1t 1s considered by the Marketing
Division to check the revenue aspects, by the
Engineering Branch to check the estimated cost of
construction and by the Environment Branch to check
that provision has been made for adequate environmental
safequards. If all aspects are satisfactory, the
proposal is then submitted by Works Branch through the
Chief, Forest Operations Division, to the Commission
for approval or, 1f necessary, for its endorsement and
submission to the Minister.

6.3 The environmental review prepared by the District Forester
states, in part,

Road construction and logging are routine operations.
In this case particular care is required in the -
construction of Nevasae Road because of the steep side
slopes, but the road can be built to the required
standard within the guidelines 1imposed.

Environmental safeguards proposed insure that logging
will have the minimum impact on ecosystems of the’
environment and the water quality is maintained.
Unlogged areas are proposed for visual safeguards and
the ecosystem retention. Some transformation will
occur, but this 1s necessary to ensure adequate
regeneration after logging.

6.4 Under the heading of "“Description of Existing Environment"
the review states "no detailed vegetation list has been
prepared”. Further it says “No detailed faunal 1ist has
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been prepared for the area. It is not considered that'the

proposed activity will have any lasting adverse affects on
wildl{fe in the area. Unlogged areas totalling 177ha will

be retained to maintain existing wildlife resources”.

In a discussion on the “Specific Features" of the area

proposed to be logged, the following information is

provided: -

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(i)

(h}

Unusual forest types or other plant communities

Although partly logged in the past this represents -

the largest area of mature Blackbutt remaining on
State Forest within the district. However,
smaller areas of unlogged Blackbutt are :
represented in Boogarem Falls and Boomerang Falls
Flora Reserves, Lost Valley Preserved Area, and
Nightcap National Park.

Rare or Endangered Plants

None Known.

Unusual Plant Qccurrences

Mone known.

Rare and Significant Faunal Occurrences

None known.

Aquatic Life

None known.

Caves or other Geological Formations

A large section of rock in the centre of the area
covers some 15 ha, but 1t cannot be seen from
surrounding farmland or roads below the cliff
line. The rock is of no known cultural
significance.

Aboriginal Sites

A recent check of the Hational Parks and w1]d11fe'
Service sites record revealed no sites existed in
the subject area. . -

Sites of Historical Significance

Mone known.

R S L Al
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(i) Sites of Local Significance

None known.

The Management Plan for the Murwillumbah Management Area
provides a check list of fauna which has been recorded 1in
the forests of the-mﬁnagement area. Some of these are rare
and endangered species and others require mature forest in a
relatively unlogged condition to survive. The Commissioner
has pointed out that the "fact that rare and endangered
species exist in the managment aera does not mean that they
exist or are endangered necessarily in the logging area".

In the Environmental Review it is stated that "the impact on
fauna in logging areas will be unavoidable and some.wilj
suffer as a result. There 1s no 1ike11hood‘of any species
of flora or fauna becoming endangered as a result of the
proposed operation".

In a submission to the Minister for Natural Resources of
June 1984, the Wilson's Creek Action Group, in proposing a
floral reserve on the Blackbutt Plateau, lists flora and
fauna known to exist on the plateau. Again, it i1s claimed
that some of the species are rare or endangered.

Over the last few years, a number of cases have come.befoné..
the Land and Environment Court in New South Wales which
raise questions about whether or not, in a particuiar case,
an environmental impact statement should have been prepared
prior to the commencement or continuation of an activity or
whether or not the environmental impact statement was
adequate. These cases provide a useful guide to a ju61c1a1
view of the purpose and effect of carrying out an e
environmental impact statement. One case, Kivi v. Foréstrz
Commission of New South Wales and Standard Sawmifiing '
Company Pty. Ltd. (Cripps J. 22 October 1982), was concerned
with the construction of roads, built for the purposes of
serving a logging operation in the Goonimbaf State Forest,

In the case of Newton v. The Council of the Shire of Wyong
and the Minister for Public Works and Ports, McClelland J.
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stated that "One of the purposes of an E. I.§. is to discnver
whether the effect of an undertaking on the environment will
be significant". Ffurther, his Honour said, "I agree with
respect with the statement of Cripps J. in the Prineas case
+++ to the effect that an environmental Tmpact statement 1s

designed to serve the ultimate decision- -making process, not
to replace it",.

In the case of Kivi, the Forestry Commission had- based the
decision not to prepare an environmental impact statement on
the fact that the environmental review carried out concluded
that the environmental effect of the proposa1 was not
sfgnificant. In his Judgment, His Honour Cripps J., noted
that the "Environmental Review described the existing
environment in fairly general terms. It says 'There are no
known-unusual forest types or other plant commun1t1es.

Under the heading 'Unusual Plant Occurrences' and Rare or
Sfgnificant Faunal Occurrences’ was written 'None knpnn'-
Under "Aquatic Life' was written 'There Ts no known unusual
aquatic life,'"

He went on to say: "It is important to remember that
although this document is entitled 'An Environmental
Review', 1t was not tntended, nor did it purport, to be an
environmental impact statement. To the contrary, 1t was
intended as an exp]anat1on why no environmental fmpact
statement would be prepared It did not purport to assess
the 1impact of this activity on the environment."

Further, he says that the environmental review "expressed"
[a] lack of knowledge of what was 1ikely to be encountered
Tn the locality" and "expressed [a] hope that the effect on
whatever was encountered would be protected by genera1
conditions and the Implementation of the Commission’s

policies His Honour found that the conclusfons
reached by the author of that survey that the environmental
effect of the proposal was not significant and that an
environmental impact statement should not be prepared were

not sustainable,



7.

7.

7.

1

CONCLUSIONS

I am satisfied that the Forestry Commission of New South
Wales 1s bound to comply with Part Vv of the Environmenta)
Planning and Assessment Act, when making a decisfon to
construct a road, the purpose for which is to facilitate
logging operations in State forests. T

I am satisfied that the Commission was prohibited by -section
112 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act from
making the decision to construct the Nevasae Road in the
Nullum State Forest and to conduct logging operations in
that Forest, being separately and together activities that
were likely to significantly affect the environment, without
first obtaining, examining and considering an environmeﬁtaf
Impact statement concerning that activity, ahd'otﬁerw1se. 
complying fully with the provisions of section 112.

I am satisfied that the environmental review, upon which the
Commission based its decision not to preparé an
environmental impact statement, highlights def1c1éncips:1n
the knowledge of species or other environmentally
sifgnificant matters in the Nullum State Forest. For
example, the District Forester states, in his rengw, that
detailed lists of vegegation and wildiife had not been '
prepared. In this regard, the review is an inadequate and ' -
unsatisfactory basis upon which to determine whether the
impact on the environment would be significant or not.
Therefore, 1 am satisfied that in making a decision to
construct, and in carrying out the construction of. the
Nevasae Road, the Commission failed to comply with the
provisions of section 112.

In response to this conclusion, the Commissioner said that
“{tlhe E.P.A. Act does not require a determining éuthority'
to prepare an E.[.S. where there is a possibility.that.ﬁn-
activity will significantly affect the environment - S. 112
only requires an E.I.S. where there is a probability that an

activity will significantly affect the environment". He
goes on to say the
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conclusion that certain fauna and flora were not
the subject of listing in the £.R. lead to unsound
decisions, totally ignores the fact that all the
executives concerned with the decision are 1{terate in
biological sciences, and have many years of experience
with impacts generated by forest ‘operations. :

The implication of the conclusion, he says, “is that without
a 1ist they are helpless!”. .

Furthermore he says:

!

I't 1s reasonable to assume that if the existence of '
rare and endangered fauna or flora or other
"environmental significant matters" are not known -in
the area, an activity proposed to be carried out with.:
appropriate environmenta) safegurads 1s not an activity
that is likely to significantly affect the environment..

However, this ignores the fact that the Management Plan
alerts the Commission to the fact that some rare aﬁdm
endangered flora and fauna exist in the area of whicﬁ the
Nullum State Forest is a part.

FINDING

I find that the decision of the Forestry Commission of NeQ
South Wales to construct the Nevasae Road in the Nullum
State Forest and to conduct logging operations in that
Forest without having first prepared an Environmental Impact
Statement was contrary to section 112 of the Environmenia]
Planning and Assessment Act and this constitutes wrong
conduct under the Ombudsman Act. ’

The Commissioner for Forests has challenged the Ombudsman's
power to make a finding that the Commission's conduct in
this case was "wrong” in terms of the Ombudsman Act, because

it is contrary to law.

The advice of R D Giles QC of counsel was sought on this
question. He advised that it is open to the Ombudsmap to
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make the finding that the Commission's conduct in this case
was contrary to ltaw and his written advice is appended to
this report {(Annexure "B").

9. RECOMMENDATIONS

9.1 I recommend that an application to the Land and Environment

Court be made by the Commission seeking a declaration as to
the status of the now completed Mevasae Road, given that an
environmental impact statement has not been carrted out and
what action should be taken in relation to that road.

8.2 In accordance with section 26(5) of the Ombudsman Act, I
require thé Commission to notify me within six (6) weeks of
the date of this report of action taken in consequence of
it.

/ [ N R

Masterman,
Ombudsman.

SRS AU i



ELACKBUTT PLATEAU

Location - west of Mullumbimby in NE NSW N
History - residents were first made aware of the issue when
roadworks began in 1984. Action by the Wilsons Creek Action Group,
together with continuing access problems, eventually resulted in the
calling of a 3-4 year moratorium on logging of the Plateau by the
then Minister for Natural Resources Mrs Crosio.

The Resource - The Plateau includes about 115 ha of overmature
Blackbutt (E. pilularis) which has been largely unlogged, fired ar
otherwise disturbed. As such it constitutes a valuable scientific
reference area, and is believed to be the largest unlogged Blackbutt
forest between Coffs Harbour and the Queensland border. It provides
valuable habitat for wildlife which depend on the hollows of the
mature trees. Rare and vulnerable species such as the Powerful and
Scoty Owls, and numerous rare and endangered plant species have been
recorded .in the area. -
Associated with the Blackbutt forest are warm temperate and
subtropical rainforests, other Eucalypt communities, teatree scrub
and heath. The Plateau is capped by a rock outcrop covered in a rare
form of snow lichen. .

Nevasae Road - The Plateau has not been logged in the past because
of its inaccessability. The FC's access road was located across a
cliff face in a very high rainfall area, and promptly collapsed.
Currently it is blocked by a huge landslide. The road is located
mainly on private land, part of which was accidently traversed by the
FC without the permission of the owner., This owner now refuses
access, as does the new owner of the remainder of the road.

In Feb 1986, the Ombudsman found that the road was constructed
illegally, in that an EIS should have been prepared. Two engineers
have independently measured grades in excess of the FC's own
specifications, and commented on the incompetent engineering of the
road. We presume that the FC are taking steps behind the scenes to
try to resume this land.

Wilsons Creek Road - Residents are unanimous in their opposition
to the use of this narrow winding road by logging trucks on the
grounds of physical danger and cost to ratepayers.

Water Catchment - Wilsons Creek is part ©of the Byron Shires water
Catchment. :

Economics - Analyses have shown that royalties derived from the
operation will not cover the costs of roading etc.

Nature Reserve Proposal - WAG have presented a Nature Reserve
Proposal to Moore who has refused to investigate it (over ridden by
FC interests). We have recently repeated this request but no reply
yet.

Flora Reserve - The FC has announced plans to declare a Flora
Reserve over a small area of the Plateau. This includes the snow
lichen and a small area of forest, but does not protect the majoE”
part of the Blackbutt Forest. It is regarded as totally inadequate to
protect the values of the Plateau. -
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Causley's recent visit - Early this year Causley visited the area
and walked up Nevasae Rd as far as the landslide (thus failing to
gain access to the Plateau itself.) He said that economic factors may
result in abandonment of the project, but that since so much money
has already been spent on the road, it made sense to try to recover
it. He fell back on the 1982 Rainforest Decision commitments to the
timber industry as a reason for the continuation of the project. He
accepted that an EIS would be necessary before work could begin.

Currently - an EIS has been commissioned and we believe that work has
begun on this,

Related issues - The BBP is obviocusly a key campaign in any overall
consideration of the conservation of old growth forests.

WAG has consistently argued for more plantations, and restructuring
of the FC and forest industries to aveid such conflicts in the
future.

Wilsons Creek Action Group
PO Box 325
Mullumbimby 2482

Alan Riordan 066 840152
Barbara Stewart 066 840127



Proposed Course structure:

Bachelor of Applied Science (Scientific Computing)

Semester One

' Chemistry
/Geology
v Biology
Resource Assessment Techniques |
(Surveying & Mapping) -

Semester One

Computing in Applied Science
Advanced Statistics & Packages
Choice of two of the following:
Marine Biology

Oceanography & Meteorology
Aquatic Ecosystems

Inshore Pollution & Monitoring

Semester One

Computer Maintenance

Programming

Communication software/hardware
(Automated Data Gathering)

Information Systems Il e

Year 1
Semester Two
Core Hydrology & Climatology ~ Core
Core Statistics Core
Core Ecology g Core
Core Resource Assessment Techniques Il Core
(Surveying & Mapping) -~
Year 2
Semester Two
Core v Information Systems |~ Core
Core .~ Programming | Core
Choice of one of the following:
Elective-]{ Computer System Architecture Elective ~~
“ | Computing Methods Elective ¢~
* | Choice one of the following: o
Electivev| Coastal Plant & Animal Communities Electlive +~
Coastal Geomorphology Elective .~
Year 3
Semester Two
Core ~ | "Choice of one of the following:
Core Electronics Elective »~
Advanced Programming Elective
Core v Unit from School of Business Elective /
Core Remote Sensing & =
¢Satellite Imagery Analysis Core «~
Core

Project (Equivalent of two units)
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Wilsons Creek Action Group,
BYRON Sk:ni SOUMCIL PO Box 325,
Mullumbimby. 2482.
RECD -7 FiTagg 23 January, 1989.
FILE N.. R R ...
O
Mr Oliver Dunne, Fha aoe L{.O-—ali..’)?
Byron Shire Council, - o
Byron Bay 2481. “ﬁf‘cgg— Recoras

Dear Oliver,

Attached please find copies of recent correspondence with the
Minister for Natural Resources Mr Causley and a copy of an
engineering assessment of Nevasae Road. '
The assessment raises matters of concern to Council, in particular

that of the effect of the roading operation on the water
catchment.

Accordingly, the Wilsons Creek Action Group requests your support
in their call for the closing and rehabilitation of the road. We

would be Pleased if the Council would consider making
representations to the Minister.

Yours sincerely,

b st

7 ) Alan Riordan,
j Wilsons Creek Action Group.

BeACON
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Wilsons Creek Action Group,
PO Box 325,

Mullumbimby. 2482.

23 January, 1989.

Mr I C Causley, MP,

Minister for Natural Resources,
23-33 Bridge Street,

Sydney. 2000.

Dear Mr Causley,

Attached for your information is a copy of an engineering
assessment of Nevasae Road, Upper Wilsons Creek. The study was

carried out for the Wilsons Creeek Action Group by consulting civil
‘engineer, Mr R G Corben.

On the basis of +the information contained in the report, the
Wilsons Crrek Action Group requests that you take immediate action
to have the road closed and rehabilitated.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Riordan
Nilsons Creek Action Group
Ph 066 840152

‘ce District Forester
Murwillumbah.



RUSSELL G. CORBEN BE (Syd)LGE (NSW & Q)
CONSULTING CIVIL ENGINEER (retired)

Land use planning, project management

Wilsons Creek,
Mullumbimby,
N.S.wW.2482.
Ph. 066 840156

NEVASAE ROAD, Upper Wilsons Creek.

AN ENGINEERING ASSESSMENT

Nevasae Road was constructed for 1.5 km mostly over lands
outside the Nullum State Forest to provide access from
Upper Wilsons Creek Road to the Blackbutt Plateau for the
purpose of 1logging. The NSW Forestry Commission was

responsible for planning and supervision of the work.

This report is provided for the Wilsons Creeek Action Group

which has strongly protested the proposed logging for the
past six years.,.



INSPECTION

An on-site survey was made 11 Dec 1988 using 100 metre
tape, compass and clinometer. The surveyed alignment of the
road was confirmed as the unmarked road shown Topographic
Map HUONBROOK 9540~1-N Scale 1:25,000 of 1986.

LANDS INVOLVED

The route commences at the Upper Wilsons Creek Road just
upstream of Fern Dip.

the first 30 or 40 m of the road appears to be on
LOT 1 of D.P.259954 of former PORTION 26, PARISH

OF TOOLOND, COUNTY OF ROUS.

it then crosses an unmade reserved rocad to a
padlocked gate which is the point of origin for

this measured length of Nevasae Road.
* 00 to 320 m is over PORTION 55.

* 320 to 560 m and

780 to 1170 m is over PORTION 66.
* 560 to 780 m is over PORTION 57.

these measurements were scaled from Topographic

Map since the Portion boundaries were not observed

on the ground.



* Portions'55,66 and 57 were held as Settlement
Purchase Lease 44/1 Lismore and access to make the
road was gained by the Forestry Cohmission with
completion by the lease-holder of a Permit to

Enter. Conditions attaching to the agreement are

_not known,
RESIDENTS INVOLVED

The Wilsons River downstream from the Nevasae Road is the
source of water for the town of Mullumbimby and for a large
number of residents who live in the valley of the Wilsons
River above the dam at Laverty's Gap. Water is drawn from
the stream for domestic use and is legally protected from
siltation, turbidity and other contamination.

These lands were proclaimed 11 March 1955 as part of the
Mullumbimby Water Supply Catchment District, and have 7(6)

Zoning - Water Catchment in the Byron Shire Local

Environment Plan of 1988.

The residents are also gravely concerned about the
disturbance to their normal peaceful use of the mountain

valley's narrow winding roads by logging trucks.



EARTE SLIPS AND SOIL EROSION,

From the Upper Wilsons Creek Road to the measured distance

of 300 m the Nevasae Road was formed by cutting into side

slopes of 35 to 45° in brown podsolic soils with rhyolite

rock showing occasionally as a substrate.

shows many ‘land slips due to slope instability and active

erosion’ by water scour.

which have undercut the uphill slopes and diverted and

concentrated the natural flow of surface water run-off..

In this section 00 to 900 m there were recorded:-

a)

b)

C}

NINE places with gully erosion caused by water
scour. Of these, FIVE places discharged directly
into Wilsons River. Eroded soil would be washed into

Wilsons River when there was rainwater run-off.

NINE landslips were observed where the ground above
the road had slumped towards and/or on to the road -

toppled trees and palms were noted 20 m above the
road.

A major land slip 70 m long and 15 to 20 m high in

brown soil at 800 m probably occurred at the time of
construction,

Active soil erosion was noted in the tabledrain of
the road in the first 50 m from the locked gate. The
erosion gully measured 1.5 X 0.7 m in width and
depth - seepage water was flowing. This is at the
point where the run-off from a major side catchment
would cross the road as shown on the topographic

map. No provision for the control of this water was

This section

These are caused by the roadworks



observed and it is more than 1likely that heavy
pollution of Wilsons River would occur from this
large catchment.

ROCKFALL

Between measured distance 900 and 1200 m the Nevasae Road
was made by cutting into rhyolite rock formation with a
natural side slope of 459 to 50°. This section has suffered
a slope failure, due to undercutting, with a massive
rockfall starting some 30 -40 m above the road, and
covering the road completely over a length of some 90 m.
The fall of rocks, rubble and soil has spread below the
road for a slope distance of about 200 m spilling finally
on to what was most likely former cultivation land. This is
close to a stream bed which is a major tributory of the
Wilsons River and flows into it 250 m further on.

The raw rock face and spill have a slope area of about 1.8
ha which 1is highly visible from the Upper Wilsons Creek
Road as a scar in the green mountain side.

" GRADE OF NEVASAE ROAD.

a) Clinometer readings of gradients on the road were
taken at measured distance 500 m which indicated 12°
uphill/12° downhill and at 700 m the uphill reading
was 12° to 15° uphill.

b)  Measurements made on photographs of the rockfall
show the gradient as 15° to 16° between 950 and
1150 m. '

c) These gradients indicate that the road was built to

a grade significantly steeper than the maximum of
10° stipulated in the Forestry Commission's own
Environmental Review of 19%83.



OPTIONS FOR THE FUTURE

OPTION I. LEAVE AS IS,

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

The route is not accessible for motor vehicles due
to the diversion banks, soil slips and the large
rockfall.

Pollution of Wilsons River will continue due to soil
erosion.

Further earth slips will occur.
Further rockfalls can be expected and are a hidden
danger to users of the road, particularly in the

major rockfall area.

There will be continuing degradation of the
properties.

OPTION II. OPEN FOR MOTOR TRAFFIC

a)

b)

c)

Diversion banks will have to be removed. It is not
expected that each diversion bank will be replaced
with 'a culvert, soc the present flow of surface
run-off will be concentrated again with much
increased erosion of scoured gullies. All of these
lead to Wilsons River, some discharge directly into
it and silt traps should be provided.

Increased pollution of Wilsons River can be
expected.

At the existing rockfall the unstable ground above
has to be removed and the roadway cleared of fallen
rock and rubble,.



d) Adjoining the rockfall and above the cut rock faces
there is unstable ground. These areas should be
investigated and all doubtful ground removed.

e) There will be continuing degradation of the
properties.

OPTION III. CLOSE PERMANENTLY

It is not possible to unmake the rcad as most of it was
constructed by cutting into the mountain side, blasting
solid rock, and pushing the excavated material over the
edge where it was "lost" down the natural slope.

The land cannot be returned to original condition. The best
that can be done is to stabilise the mountain side above.
and below the existing road formation.

Stabilisation should include the following factors:-
a) Remove all ground and loose material found to be
unstable after thorough investigation.

b) Construct more drainage diversion banks to minimise

concentration of rainwater run-off and so reduce
erosion potential.

c) Provide traps to prevent silt from entering the
Wilsons River.

d) Stabilise and reduce erosion of earth slip areas by

trimming, draining, revegetating etc.

e) Turbidity pollution will continue until vegetation
cover is complete.

£) Further degradation of the properties will then be
minimised.



CONCLUSION

Nevasae Road has been built in country where there was a
fragile balance held between a steep mountain side,
vegetation and a particularly heavy rainfall.

Competent investigation in the location of the route and
design of the road would have disclosed the environmental
risks inherent in constructing a road in this place.

The risks were:-

a) Excavation in side-cut weakens the slopes and gives
rise to landslides. '

b} Road formation across the slopes intercepts the
natural flow of drainage, concentrates the flows to
just a few places with consequent erosion and
pollution of the waters of Wilsons River.

c) The road doubles back on itself and this fact
conpounds the problems. Drainage water is
concentrated at the upper levels from where it

erodes down the “slopes and mixes with landslides
onto the road below.

d) Where rock was blasted with explosives expert
knowledge was required to avoid shaking the hillside

and increasing the hazard from loosened ground
above.



-A reasonable assumption is that there was a lack of

sufficient involvement of professional engineers in this
project..

The recommended option is permanent closure as being the
only way to minimise the continuing damage to the lands and
to the pollution of the Wilsons River.

R.G.Corben
11-1-89
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APPENDIX A
NEVASAE ROAD - ENGINEERING ASSESSMENT
SURVEY FIELD NOTES (EDITED)

Recorders: Leath Stewart, Russell Corben.

00 metres gate

00-46
46

69

95
100
120
150

170
195
220

244

255

280

283-300
300-400
420
464
184
500
515
615

700
400-700
700
820
845
860
883
500

910
928

1000

gully erosion in table drain on hlgh side.

diversion bank

d/b interval 23 m,

d/b interval 26 m.

active scour from road towards Wilsons Creek.

d/b interval 25 m.

d/b interval 30 m. M/traffic block; U/H eroded side creek
water flowing

d/b interval 20 m.

d/b interval 25m. outlet active scour (to Wilsons Creek?)
d/b interval 25 m. large scour downslope above road,
landslip on to road, scour below road to Wilsons Creek.
d/b interval 24 m. dge line crosses road severe scour down
to Wilsons Creek.

uphill major scour, many slips, toppled trees, downhill
active scour right to Wilsons Creek.

uphill landslide onto road, toppled palms extends 20 m
above the road.

water along topside of road in a little gully (L.S.)

three (3) d/b - less erosion rock substrate (L.S.)

d/b

d/b

d/b uphill landslide onto road

d/b uphill landslide ontc road

uphill landslide onto rocad bearing 270° grade 12°

d/b new bearing 310° road grade 12°

d/b

d/b

d/b

d/b

d/b

new bearing approx 115° sighting dlfflcult - grade 12-15°
road doubles back on itself

d/b d/b d/b

d/b

active scour from road

d/b major landslide onto road begins

d/b

major scour with landslips from road right down to road at
lower level probably about chainage 300 m.

RC Pipe Culvert 450 mm diameter (?)

major landslide onto road ends

d/b d/b

d/b

d/b



11

1065 massive rockfall blocks road compleéetely. estimated length

of road covered B80-90 m. estimated height of landslide
above road 30-40 m. hillside slope 50° uphill, 45 to 50°
downhill. This landslide comprised highly unstable large
boulders with mostly unconsolidated rubble ete between
boulders. The risk of crossing this section was judged an

unnecessary exposure for the present purposes. The survey
was terminated at this point.

Note: a few diversion banks may not be recorded. Average interval
between banks 25 - 30 m.
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PHOTOGRAFH 1 (left)

At 00 m, gace ?n boundary of reserved road and PORTION 55
Note table drain erosion on high aide of Nevasae Road.

PHOTOGRAPH 2 {right)

At about 500 m, shows typical diversion bank constructed to reduce
damage by concentrated rainfall run off. Peraon with 2 m ranging
poles gives idea of size. In background is Koonyum Range (eastern
parctlh.




PHOTOGRAPHS 3 (above left), 4 (above) and 5 (left).

Between 400 and 500 m. Three places where concentration of
drainage from upper level of road has caused scouring and land
slumps down the hill side onto the road at the lower level.



PHOTCGRAPH 6 (right)

At 234 m (photograph taken from the edge of HNevasae Road}.
Drainage scour with landslips from the road right down to Wilaons
Creek where water i3 showing in photograph. In background is the
Upper Wilsona Creek Road.

PHOTOGRAPH 7 (left)

At 900 m (photograph taken from the edge of Hevasae Road).
Drainage scour with landalips
spreading cut some 80 m below.

from road down hillside




At 900 m mountainside of slope 40 - 45° rendered unstable by-
construction of road,

PROTCGRABH 8 [above) PHOTOGRAPH 9 (above) ;
View down road looking NW with Hoonyum Range (western parct) ) View up road.
in the background. Note person on the road. .



PHOTOGRAPH 10 {below)

At 1065 m HNevasae Road
completely blocked over nearly
100 m by massive rockfall., Qur
party did not venture across
this unstable ground. Spilled
alope is 35 - 40°.

PHOTCGRAPHS L1 - 12 labove)

' AL 1100 m, “panorama" with two over-lapping photographs of
rocxfall area above Nevasae Road. Note unstable nature of
joose rocks and over hang along top edge with rocks and
crees.



PHOTOGRAPHS 13 ~ 14 -1%§

At 1100 m "panorama® using three Photographs to show rack fall below
Nevasae Road. Note the Upper Wilsons Creek Road in the background,

The lower level of Nevasae Road and the Wilsons Creek are just beyond
the end of the rock fall debeis,

On the extreme lefr 1a Pazt of Nevasae Road.



PHOTOGRAPHS 16 {above) and 17 (right) '

Unatable ground above Nevasae Road.

Both photographs show cut rock faces riasing above the road
between 900 and 1200 m. Note cracked rock face,

looise rocks,
poised soil and trees typical of this section,

ah



Two views from the Upper Wilaons Creek Road.

PHOTOGRAPH 1% (abova) N

The massive rockfall 1s highly viaible. The grade line of
Mevasae Road can be seen leading to the rockfall.
PHOTOGRAPH 18 (lefr)

Thia‘heavily scoured hillaide leads directly from Hevasae
Road to Wilsona Creek.

The lower part of another acoured section from the road i3
seen on the right of the pictura. This alac dliachargea
directly into Wilaona Creek.

o, W



OMBUDSMAN
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FORESTRY COMMISSION OF NEW SOUTH WALES

ADVICE

In August 1983 the Forestry Commission of New South Waies'(“the
Commission" ) completeq an environmental review relating to the
construction of logging roads and tracks for thg purpose of, and logging
from, the Wilson's Creek section of Nullum Staté Forest.- The qﬁthpr of
that review recommended that an envirommental impact statement not be
prepared for the construction of the major such road, the Nevasae road,
or for the logging of certain sections of the forest, on the ground that
the environmental effect of the proposal was not likely to be -
significant. On 26 April 1984 the Comission comnenced construction of
‘the Nevasae road, and on 17 May 1984 it issued a Timber Uicénce ' .

permitting the taking of timber from the said sections.

In consequence of a complaint from Ms, Clayfield, the Ombudsman
decided -to make the subject of an investigation conduct defined as -

"The alleged failure of the Commission to comply’
- with the provisions of section 112 of the Environ-
mental Planning and Assessment Act prior to-the
construction in or about May 1984 of the Nevasae
road which road has, as its primary purpose, the
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facilitation: of logging in an areca of some 100
hectares of forest forming part of the MNullum State
Forest and called by the complainants the Blackbutt
Plateau."

"The alleged faflure of the Commission to properly
consider all relevant matters in order to establish
whether an environmental impact statement was
required in terms of section 112 of the Environ-
mental Planning and Assessment Act prior to the
construction of Nevasae road and the formulatfon of
a proposal to log Nullum State Forest."”

The authority the conduct of which was the subject of the
investigation was the Comnission. A draft report has been prepared by .
the Ombudsman in which the finding is exprossed that the decision of the
Comnission to construct the Nevasae road in.the Nultum State Forest and
to conduct logging operations in that forest witﬁout having first
prepared an environmental impact statement was contrary to s.l!? of tﬁe v
Eavironmental Planning and Assessment Act: and that thi; constitutes |

wrong conduct under the Ombudsman Act ("the Act").

The Commission has contended that the Ombudsman does not have
power undér the Act to make such a finding. The basis ‘for its
contention is best expressed in para.8.1 of the letter from the
Commissioner for Forests to the Ombudsman of 2 May 1986 -

“The Ombudsman's functions are limited to 'matters
of administration' - see section 5(2) of the
Ombudsman Act and the definition of ‘conduct’ in-
section 5(1) of the Act. Also see Clause 6 of
Schedule 1 of the Act and note that 'public
authority' is defined in section 5(1) as including
any officer of the Public Service. Section 12(1)(a)
excludes a person from complaining to the Ombudsman
about the conduct of a public authority where acting
as a legal advisor. This clearly suggests that the.
legislature did not intend that the Ombudsman be
empowered to investigate a matter simply because he
has a different view of the application of the law
to a particular fact situation as compared with the
view held by a public authority, particularly in the
circumstances of this matter where the whole
question depends upon a subjective opinion as to
whether an activity is ‘an activity that is Tikely
to significantly affect the environment’. '

The Commission maintains that it properly constdered
the environmental impact of the proposed activity
according to law and properly concluded that it was
not an activity that was likely to significantly
affect the environment. '
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In your letter of 14th March, 1985, you argue that

because section 5(1)(a) of the Ombudsman Act

provides that for the purpose of the Act, conduct of
a public authority {s wrong if it is contrary to

law, you are therefore empowered to investigate.
whe*her conduct of the Commission is contrary to
Taw.

However, with respect, it is submitted that your are’
not entitled to find that the Commission’s conduct
was contrary to law simply because you have a
different view of the application of the law to a
particular fact situation compared with the view of .
the Commission, wunless you can show that the
Commission has taken irrelevant factors into
account., ... :

You are entitled to find as a matter of fact that:
the Commission has not complied with section 112
(and there has never been any dispute about this),
but you are not entitled in the Commission's view to
find as a matter of law that the Commission was
legally obliged to comply with that section ir the
facts of this particular case. This is a matter for
a court to decide."

I have been asked to advise whether or not it is open to the

Ombudsman under the Act to make the finding expressed in the draft

report.

The Ombudsman may investigate, and report upon, the conduct of a

public authority.

“(a) any action or inaction relating to a matter of
administration; and

(b) any alleged action or inaction relating to a
matter of administration."”

"Conduct" is defined in $s.5(1) of the Act to mean -

"Administration” is defined to include administration of an estate

or a trust whether involving the exercise of executive functions of

government or the exercise of other functions, a definition which is

obviously not exhaustive. In Glenister v. Dillon {No. 1) (1976) V.R.

550 1t was held, in relation to the equivalent Victorian act, that
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administration denoted the performance of the executive function qﬁ'
government, as distinct from pefformance of the judicial or legislative
functions of government, that distinction being adopted and applied in

Booth v. Dillon (No. 3) {1977) V.R. 143 and Glenister v. Dillon (No, 2)°

(1977). V.R. 153, While there are some differenées betweén fhe Aﬁt and
the equivalent Victorian act, I do not think that the differences.make
the distinction inapplicable to the Act, and it can be seen to be

reflected in the reference to executive functions of government in the

definition of administration to which | have referred.

[t may not follow that, if the action or inaction does ‘not relaté
to the performance of the judicial or Jegislative functions of govern;
ment, it must relate to a matter of administration: to be in tﬁe area
of performance of the executive function of government may not be a
sufficient condition to result in relationship to a matter of administ-

ration. Booth v. Dillon (No. 3}, supra, did appear to reason that it

was a sufficient condition. But it fs enough to ask whether or not the
conduct of the Commission the subject of the Ombudsman's 1n§éstigation
is properly described as relating to a matter of administration, with =

the guidance which the distinction to which 1 have referred provides.

One of the functions of the Commission js to control and manage
State Forests, including the construction ur permitting the construction
of logging roads (Forestry Act, 1916, s.11). What the Commission was
doing was considering whether or not 1ogging should procged.in the
Nullum State Forest and, as part thereof, whether or not the Nevasae
road should be constructed, having regard in particular to ﬁhé.
environmental effects thereof, In so considering, the Comm}ssion was
quite clearly performfng an executive function of government, as:
distinct from a judicial or legislative function. If some further '
refinement be needed in order to decide whether or not it yas.engﬁged in

> matter of administration, it was in my view so engaged because it-was



doing that which it was required to do in controlling and managing'phe
Nullum State Forest. In controlling and managing the Nullum State
Forest, it was required to consider whether logging should proceed and
whether the Nevasae road should be completed, that being part of
administering the Forestry Act. The environmental review waS'prepaFed
as 2 step in the consideration to which I have referreq, and the
decision to which it was addressed of whether or not an environmental .
impact statement should be prepared was a step to be taken in the course
of controlling and managing the Nullum State Forest. and was i1tself an

administrative step.

It follows, in my opinion, that what was done orlnot done by -the -
Commission in deciding whether or not an environmental impact.statemeﬁt
should be prepared was action or inaction relating to a matter of
administration. It did not lose that character because part of the
decision involved reference to s.112 of the Environmental Planning énd
Assessment Act and a consideration of whether or not, wiihin the meaning.
of that section, the activity of logging and road construction was
likely to significantly affect the environment, Act%on or inaction of a. -
public authority relating to a matter of administration often involves
reference to’and the application of leyal criteria, and phat such action -
or inaction may so require is recognised by the Act, which includes as a
respect in which conduct of a public authority {is wrong that it is
contrary to law (s.5{2)(a)). The conduct of a public authority is not
excluded from investigation simply because it involves the application
of a legal criterion, but on the contrary may call for 1nve§ti§ation

because of 3 wrong application of a legal criterion.

In my opinion, therefore, it was open to the Ombudsman to
investigate the conduct the subject of his investigation. . If the.
Ombudsman adheres to the finding expressed by him in his draft report,

namely that the decision of the Commission to construct the Nevasae road



and to conduct logying operations without having first preparedlan
environmental impact statement was contrary to s.112 of the Environ-
mental Planning and Assessment Act, it fs open to him to so find,

secause he is ‘hereby finding that the conduct of the Commission- was

. contrary to law, one of the available grounds on which it might be found

to be wrong.

It is appropriate that [ address the matters to which the
Commission refers (as set out above) in support of its contention that
the Ombudsman does not have power to make .the proposed f1nd1ng In so
far as the Commission contends that the Ombudsman is not entitled to
find as a matter of law that it was legally nbliged to comply with 5.112
on the facts of thig particular case, it seems to me that s.5(2)(a) 1s a

complete answer: the Ombudsman can and somet {mes must make such a

finding "With respect to the more refined contention that the Ombudsman }

is not entitled to find that the Commission's conduct was contrary to
law simply because he had a view of the application of the law.to the
facts of this particular case different to that of the Comnission,
whether or not that be correct it is not the present sitoation. In
para.7.3 of the draft Report, the Ombudsman states -

“1 am satisfied that the envircamental review. upon
which the Commission based its decision not to
prepare an environmental impact statement, high-
lights deficiencies in the knowledge of species or
other environmentally significant matters in the
Nullum State Forest. For example, the District -
Forester states, in his review, that detailed lists
of vegetation and wildlife had not been prepared.
In this regard, the review is an inadequate and
unsatisfactory basis upon which to determine whether
the impact on the environment would be sfgnificant
or not.*

This is given as the reason for the Ombudsman's satisfaction that

the Commission fa1]ed to comply with s.112 of the Environmental Planning

and Assessment Act, The reason is not that the Ombudsman takes a
different view to that of the Commission in adssessing the atters set

out in the environmental review, Ra;her, the reason i¢ that the -

P
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environmental review is itself deficient, and by implication that fhe
conduct of the Commission in the preparation of th2 =anvironmental review
was defective, so that the assessment lacked the fgundat1on_wh1ch 1§

shoutd have had,

29 August, 1986 R.D. GILES
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‘Council calls for reserve

i A move by Crs Stan Sigley and Warren Simmons last week for Council to '5

‘acknowledge the right of the Forestry Commission to build the Nevasae |
Road’ turned into a Council call for the State Government to declare the area
a nature reserve,

called it ‘delinquent’. Cr Doolan stated ‘the Council recognises the Blackburt

A e e M R A Al

\
\
&
The move by Crs Sigley and Simmons was attacked by Cr Doolan who l

Plateau as the most outsianding natural agset ip jhe, Qhurew

“This motion suggests nothing less
than the outright rape of this most
important asset’ Cr Doolan said.

The Minister for Natural
Resources, Mr [an Causley, said his
promised visit to the Blackbuu
Plateau would not take place this

month as he was too busy with other

more important things. Speaking to

2NCR North Coast Radio, he refus- -

ed to say when his visit would take
place.

Mr Causley stated he is “willing to
abandon plans to use Nevasae Road
to log the Blackbutt Plateau near
Mullumbimby if it proves
uneconomic. 1f maintenance and
further construction on the road
proves too expensive, then it
woutdn't make economic sense to
use it’.

He also added, with regard to the
Shire Engineer’s report tabled at
Council last week, ‘1t seems to me
rather strange that the Byron Shire

has got plenty of time on their hands

to go and inspect that. 1 would’ve
thought they had plenty of work to
do in their own Shire’.

The Nevasae Road is in the Byron

! Shire.

Mr Causley went on '[ have 10 get

——— ———— R S |
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John Williamson

Big boost for Blackbutt

The residents of Wilsons Creek who are campaigning to have the Blackbunt
Plateau declared a Nature Reserve have gained the valuable support of top
Australian singer/

songwriter John Williamson. John has agreed 10 a concert in support of the
Blackbull Plateau at Lismore Workers Club on Sunday August 13th.

A long time environmentalist and singer of Australian songs, he reflects
much on the flora and fauna of this country. John ‘feels we are rapidly los-
ing the very things that makes me forlunate to live in Australia’.

So, when John heard about the significance of the Blackbutt Plateau,
and Foresiry Commission ptans to log this veteran forest, and of residents’
frusiration after five years of dealing with forestry bureaucrats and uncaring

engineering studies done on the road 1 politicians, he agreed to assist. ——n —
and if it was unsound for roadmak- ., John recently released a single
ing then certainly we would not be Rip Rip Woodchip® after his ex- »

able to use that road’.

The Wilsons Creek Action Group
has issued a statement complimen-
ting the Shire Engineer and indepen-
dent engineer Mr Russell Corbin, for
their thorough assessment of
Nevasae Road.

WAG commented ‘These two
engineering reports vindicate our
claim that the Forestry Commission

not only violated their own guide- ! - 4 P M
lines but had caused an engineering Weekend ff“ “:'e 12th and 13th w . .
and environmental disaster. I August 1o highlight the need to have 9O TICKETS ADULTS $16.00 CHILDREN $8.00
‘Whether you look at the project |, ;Lle Plat[e{au lmmgdu;:el(ys declared a ™
from an economic, engineering, or |, ature Reserve by the Gireiner
environmental perspective, WAG |l Government. Walks on(o the s TO HELP RAISE FUNI?S FOR THE WILSONS
believes the operation (o be com- Plzlx:eau I;]ave been O{Igamseld:ndh ] 2 CREEK ACTION GROUP'S CAMPAIGN TO SAVE
iustified’ John Williamson will conclude the
pletely unjustified - weakend with a late Sunday After B THE BLACKBUTT PLATEAU FROM LOGGING
’0 /5'/ 8 7 noon Concert — a rare opportunity (b
for the family 10 see a great Aussie
: performer. great Ausst o TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM:
2 LISMORE WORKERS CLUB
CINEMA VIDEO,
18 ﬁ:\ MULLUMBIMBY
_— i ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE,
e BYRON BAY
&2 N BALLINA

periences of sceing mature native ]
forest logged for woodchip. He .
believes ‘every load of woodchip !
from our ancient forests is stained
with the blood of our unique fauna’.

The royalties from this song have
been deonated to the Australian Con-
servation Foundation. He has also
collected over $160,000 for a Koala
Hospital at Port Macquarie.

WAG has organised a ‘Blackbutt

INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS & GUESTS | ~

JOHN WILLIAMSON

IN CONCERT

LISMORE WORKERS CLUB
SUNDAY 13 AUGUST
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Council roundup .

|
With Cr Jack Allardice back on board after his overseas trip there was once |
again a full complement of ten Councillors at last week’s meeting. The agen- :
da was one of those which at first glance seemed pretty unexciting but in ac-
tual fact, as so often happens when you think you are going o get bored, it
turned out to be full of interest.

The President kicked things off by congratulating our victorious dragon
boat crew and promising them a civic reception on their return; lots of mur-
murs of assent and licking of lips. ,

Then it was into confirmation of various decisions taken at the previous
mecting of the General Purposes Commitiee — except Counciltors had se-
cond thoughts on half the decisions they took last time; some were shelved or
deferred whilst others were changed. In particular the Shire signage strategy
copped an earfull; led by Cr Kingsion (who seems {0 be coming into his own
as an effective Councillor these days) over half the Councillors declared they -
were not in favour of blowing $30,000 on they-weren’t-quite-sure-what. ‘
After muddled debate Cr Dunne finally explained some of the advantages of
the idea and Council decided 1o allow $15,000 if it was used 10 actually put
up some comprehensive signs for tourists.

The new Chincogan trail idea (a torturous sounding route from Main
Arm road) was put on hold, discussion of the release of 46 lois of industrial
land in Byron was deferred and then it was into the meeting proper.

First off Mrs Barbara Braines, the Chief Librarian, gave a short report
and introduced the hard working members of her staff. She said that they
were both excited and pleased with the new computer system but a little con-
cerned that Council had balked at spending the money to include Brunswick
Heads and Mullumbimby. -

It was not long after this that the fun began, what with Cr Doolan call-
ing Crs Sigley and Simmons **delinquants”. The engineer had tabled a report
concerning the Wilson’s Creek and Nevasae roads and the Blackbutt plateau.
Cr Sigley said ‘' [ would be the first to throw up my hands in joy if this area
can be dectared a national park’. He then said that we must play fair with the
Forestry Commission and “keep their co-operation by not presenting a report
that is of fensive to them'. He then moved a resolution (seconded by Cr Sim-
mons) saying Council should acknowledge that the Forestry have control of
the area and acknowledge their right to build the Nevasae road; also that
Council should do a major upgrading of the Wilson’s Creek road.

Cr Sigley also suggested in his speech that consideration be given (o put-
ting a tourist road right through the area.

The significance of Cr Sigley's suggestion was that it could be considered
that Council was giving its permission for the Nevasae road to be built.

At first Councillors simply did not grasp the real meaning of such a mo-
tion; Cr Boniface eventually brought some sense (o the matter by saying ‘We_
must not lose sight of the main point which is 1o bring all pressure 10 bear on
the Minister to create a Reserve’. Cr Doolan then made his speech saying
*They {Crs Sigley and Simmons) are asking for the outright rape of our finest
asset. This Council already has a policy on the Blackbutt plateau. They are
also showing a delinquant disregard for our Shire road policy for which there
is a four year plan.’ ‘ .

Cr Simmons declined to reply 1o this speech when offered the chance by
the President. Cr Dunne then tactfully suggested a rewording of the motion
to simply acknowledge the Forestry Commission status but remind them of
their rsponsibilities under the Environment and Planning Act; Cr Dunne’s
i| suggestion was not so much a rewording as a complete castration of the

original motion. ln the event only Cr Sigley voted for his motion,

sh—

i




The thster for Natural Resources. ment Mtntster

Mr lan Causley, has advised Byron
Shtre Councilthat he d)oes no sup—
port the préposal fora Nature L
Reserve over Blackbuu Platerau
Mr Causlcy said in the letter. lom
Counctl that hc has requcsted the™;, -
Forestry Commtssmn 10 expedtte thc
*desugn:ttton of a Flora Rcserve over
“thé central part of the Plateau. S
Mr Causlcy said the Flora, .,
Reserve together with the, excluston
of Ioggmg from ratnl‘orest and other
enwronmentally sens:lt\;e arcas wtll !
en'sure conservatton values are, tnam- }
lamed’ o ~ -
Thler Flora Rcserv vi'oul
approxtmate]y 50 hectarcs o
| * Timber harvesting 3 thl nol be
’undertaken uniil a full and formal
study ofthe ltkel},r tmpact ofthe
operattons has been completed Mr
Causley satd ", ”
‘ He also expressed hlS concern ar
the currentstate of Nevasae Road
which Ieads 1o the Plateau and that
'lhe Forestry Commtssmn has been o
denied free access across prtvate v
land to carry oul matntenan{:e and
repatr work
thsons Crcek Actton Group
(WAG] s still waiting an'the 2~ * ;
Minitet for the’ Enwronmem M
Tim Moore, (o respond 1g'its pro~"
lirposal 10 declare’the. Blackbutt o G
'glateau o' hatlre reserves: \‘vtd\sztsgjeL
also’contacting the Federal Enviren:’

Australtan si

a WAG findrai

. B Lo
; .

w_\_

long awaitod inspoction ot the- Blackbutt
“The Member. for oatttna Mr- Patge, who wlll

-"gaid that soveral prevlous arrangomentmtm an
tnspectlon had had-to ' 'be ahandonod becauso
-of.the: porslstont wet weather. - _

0%
E the proposed Iogglng oparalion and. also tho
envlronmontal aapocta. Mr- Pago sald, ¥

3
3

= Cyril- James ‘and, Stan Slgloy wero to joln tho‘
4 Mlnlstors party. v :

4,0'

-

Only days. botoro the:visit was- announcod a

 ‘prevent roading’ and logging on the platoau as-

rhetortc and: Inactlon

5,
Ix
-

PN v P

’o‘

"For ‘the post tlvo years WAG has dlllgontly

lobblod to: tlnd a. polltlcal solution,” he: sald.-

_—y ——\_ e Sy ———

son; 1o ask1 I'or Commonwea]th pro-
tecttonn of the Plateau, ~

Johin'Williamson;is 16 pamcnpatc m

Ltsmore Workcrs'CIub °"o!3l .
August (see story page 37) Ve

,:t ,Weather pormttting, tho Mlnlstor for Nat

'éccompany ‘the; Mlnloter «on: the.inspection; ?

“The visit will bo a’ fact-finding rnlsslon to):,
look -at the road, t6 look ‘at the aconomics, of

> Roprosontallves ‘of - the. Forestry Cammls-
sion;" two rhémbers  of: the ‘Wilsons Creek Ac-"
tion Group (WAG) -and Byron Shire coungillors ~

e spokesman tor “WAG, - Mr- Alan " Riordan, said .
. that'the. group would puraue legal inltiatives to:

~ it was frustrated’ hy the contlnulng polttlcal- o

. ~butt~ Plateau ‘2 nature reserve {thus avoldlng
sought ‘the . tacts, prapared submlaslons and-

~ay e

Mr Graham thhard-

nger/songwnter, o

ising concert at the
h!

ural Rosources, Mr Causloy,’fis
Plateau, wost of Mullumbimby

R
"-*‘r

Mr. Pago and *MInlstor Caueloy q
have ‘avoided -their. .responsibliities;and’ tallod 4
Yo~ rosotvo thls tong—runnlng dispute; : .7 o 4
- “Whila. the : ‘politiclans” procrastinato WAG |
- will -Thitiate: a-*legal action™in- “the’ Landwand;"i [
Environment: ‘Courtif there'is any furthor ‘foad:
tng on Novasao Road or Iogglng on tho pla-

MF ntnrctan ‘satd that. to fir
.option,* Wilsons - Croak resld
d two’ concorts -
“.0n"Jane’ 10a 'Varloty Concert for Blackbutt
lateau’ wolild featuré 14 different ‘acts of |
comodv. jazz, blues thoatro and rock at tho
Byron Bay.Arls Factory
-On August 12, natlona!ly acclatmod singor— [
songwrltor John” Wiiliamson wili perform av- .
~ special concert for the_ Blackbutt- Platoau N
" Mr- Riordan sald’ that -should. :thg ' Mlnlstor
-‘reconslder his attltudo and declare the Black- ;

nanco thls logal
ants had organls-‘

.1/

h :‘:‘ 'Ir“’-“c A

‘3-.

.the legal’ actlon} the. concort proceeds would X
_ho ‘used to’ finance a ma]or troe-planttng pro-
,.gram-in Byron Shlro. R ;
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Promoting A.L.P. Policies For a
Nuclear Free, Green Australia

GREEN LABOR c/o PHONE:

Post Office, (054) 752339
MALDON 3463 -

REGIONAL CONVENOR NORTH COAST: Dr. Klaas Woldrn.ng,
296 Richmond Hill Road, LISMORE, 2480 - Ph, 23 0851/24 2211,

A

. 12th January 1989,
MEDI A RELEASE . :

CREEN LADOR _SUPPORT FOR BLACKBUTT PLATEAU.

The North Ceoast Convenor of Green Labor, Dr, Klaass Woldring, said that the protection of
the Blackbutt Plateau was strongly favoured by Green Labor,

"It is hard to believe that the CGreiner Government and the NSW Forestry Commission:
don't see the folly of the proposal to log these precious last original stands. of
blackbutt", he said. "The role of the Greiner Government and the Forestry Commissien
apparently is to promote the private interests of the Adelaide Steamship Compnay

{who owns Standard Milling) rather than defending the leong-term public interests”.

Pr. Woldring said that "the former Labor Gévernment had correctly called for a proper
Environmental Impact Study and said the area would not be logged, if at all, unless

and until a full EIS had identified the value%of the area and the environmental

hazards of roads construction and logging",

"Five years ago a pioneering environmentalist, the late Dr. Peter den Exter, called for
an EIS complaining about the lack of Forestry Commission information about its plans

for the area., " '

"The Ombudsman has subsequently roqed%y condemned the Forestry Commission for its

own superficial review of and for | iks conduct in relation to the area, describing their
actions as illegal, in particular thg construction of the logging road.".

“"Their plans to now rebuild the partly dubsided Nevaesa Road court an environmental
disaster and new confrontation with the public for extremely little gain to millers,

The recent: research by NRCAE graduate Richard Whitling has shown that the usuable

timber yield would be minimal, especially in relation to the outlay reguired, end that
the ecological, scientific and other economic benefits of not logging are clearly the
more important considerations in this instance,”

"On behalf of Green Labor I am making representations to the Leader of the Opposition,
‘Bob Carr, to support the Wilson Creek ActionéGroup and to press for the area to be
declared a Mature Reserve, ". Dr. Woldring said. "We cannot allow an uneconomic blackbutt
harvest to proceed simply because in 1982 it was agreed as a legal trade-—off in the
rainforest decision (& claim made by the Comm1551oner for Forests). The Forestry
Conmission should concentrate on eatnbllshlﬁg new plantations rather than destroy precious
original forest areas, They should protect the public from the Wational Party winding

the clock back instead of supporting them) Dr. Woldring conclude?t
/




"BLACKBUTT PLATEAU ..
STILL UNDER THREAT

(There are no butts about it...)

A BRIEF HISTORY 1In 1984 the Blackbutt Plateau near Mullumbimby erupted into
controversy when the Forestry Commission began roading a clifface
to gain access to the previously unlogged, inaccessible Blackbutt Plateau.
Residents formed the Wilsons Creek Action Group (WAG) and upon discovering the
facts called for an independent Environmental Impact Study (E.I.S.) and an immediate
Halt to all roading.
They were concerned that logging on the Plateau would:-
1) destroy a veteran unlogged hardwood forest (trees over 600 years old) and the
associated Rainforest. - -
11) jepodise the water quality of Byron Shire.
111) create traffic hazards on windy narrow Wilsons Creek Road.

Experts volunteered
their time and
amassed data to
supplement the
meagre information
the Forestry
Commission had
considered, to be
an adequate basis,
for planning a
major logglng
operation.

The signifi-
cance of thearea
bacame apparent
and WAG pre-
pared and present-
ed a Nature
Reserve Proposal
to the Minister for
Natural Resources,
Mr Causley.

He rejected a
Nature Reserve for
the Plateau and -

suggested roading and
logging proceed.

ROAD OOLLAPSE Meanwhile

Nevasae
Road (the Commission's
access to the Plateau)

collapsed (within 2

weeks of completion)

" causing massive rock-

falls, landslides and
erosion, which has
washed thousands of
tons of Rhyolite Rock
into the Byron Shire
water catchment.

EVIDENCE MOONTS 1In

late
1984 the N.S5.W.

" Ombudsman found the

Commission had acted
"contrary to Law" for
not preparing proper
studies before roading
or logging began.

.Recently WAG connu551oned an independent Engineer to assess Nevasae Road. He
called for the immediate closure and rehabilitation of the road.

Then last week the Byron Shire Council Engineer tabled an Engineers Report
concluding that "Nevasae Road did not conform to either Forestry Commission or

Council engineering standards".

"The rcad has had a significant effect on the land

in the form of landslips and erosion and has left a considerable scar", he said.
The Shire Engineer believed the concerns of WAG are legitimate and should be
addressed. The Council then tnanimously voted to support WAG's call for a Nature

Reserve on the Blackbutt Plateau.
Shire", said one councillor.

“The most ocutstanding natural asset in the

The significance of the Plateau is born out by its nomination for inclusion on

the National Estate Register.



MINISTERS INACTION Mr Causley has failed to act despite steadily mounting evidence
suggesting Forestry Commission mismanagement. Calls for urgent
road closure have been ignored. Irrefutable evidence detailing the scientific
value of the area has been presented to, and rejected by Mr Causley.

Whether you look at the project from an economic, engineering or environmental
perspective the operation is completely unjustified.

LEGAL INITIATIVEFor the past 5 years WAG has diligently sought the facts, prepared

‘ submissions and lobbied to find a political solution. However,
local MP Mr Page and Minister Causley have avoided their responsibilities and
failed to resolve this long running dispute. Neither has so far visited the
Plateau despite promises to do so.

Frustrated by political rhetoric and procrastination WAG will iniate a legal
action in the Land And Environment Court the moment the Forestry Commission
resume operations on Nevasae Road. .

To finance this legal option residents have organised 2 concerts over the next
few months. On Saturday June 10 a "Variety Concert for the Blackbutt Plateau”
will feature 14 different acts of comedy, jazz, blues, theatre and rock. (A
true "Variety" Concert. Long weekend in June - Byron Bay Arts Factory.) Then
on August 12th top national singer/songwriter John Williamscn will do a Special
Concert in support. '

Should the Minister reconsider and declare the Blackbutt Plateau a Nature
Reserve (thus avoiding legal action by residents) the proceeds will be used to
finance a major tree planting programme throughout the Shire.

FLORA AND FAUNA

OF THE BLACKBUTT PLATEAU

This is the home to 9 species of rare or
threatened flora and 11 species of endangered
fauna.
This forest is of even age indicating an absence )
of high intensity fires and this unusual situation /ﬁ%y.
is likely to continue because of the protection 7
afforded by the fringing rainforest and sheer cliffs.
The extensive stands of coastal Blackbutt after which the Plateau is named
remain in a pristine and undisturbed condition as a result of the isolation and
inaccessibility of the area. The huge old trees are replete with hollows
and extensive pipes which provide habitat for tree living mammals and nesting
sites for birds such as the endangered Powerful Owl. Habitat for such animals
is not provided in the uniform regenerating forests produced by Forestry
operations. .
Associated with the blackbutt Forest is sub tropical rainforest and mountain
heath. On top of the Plateau is a 40 h.a. rock outcrop covered with a rare form
of Snow Licken. This vantage provides spectacular coastal views and mountain
pancramas.

A FINAL THANRKYOUDU

WAG would like to extend many thanks to all our supporters, volunteers and friends
who have worked tirelessly over the past 5 years highlighting the environmental
concerns of the electorate.

As more people place the environment at the top of their Agenda the chances of
securing a Blackbutt Plateau Nature Reserve have never looked so promising.

WAG
P.0O. Box 325
MULLUMBIMBY NSW 2482



